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Talks on northern Iraq truce postponed 

yy^KARA (AFP) — A meeting between rival Iraqi 
Kufd factions and diplomats from Turkey, the United 
States and Britain which was due to have taken place 
Friday has been postponed for a week, officials said. 
Representatives from the Kurdistan Democratic Puny 
(KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUKJ, 
togeriier with members of northern Iraq's Turcoman 
co^uniQ^, were expected to join on-going talks 
jjjoed setting up a system for monitoring the cease- 
fire iri'northem Iraq. Sources clo.se to the talks said the 
meeting in Ankara was put off because the KDP team 
bad not received instructions from the organisation s 
political bureau. The six partners make up the super- 
visory peace monitoring group, which was set up 
under the terms of an Oct. 31 peace accord between 
AeKDPandPUK. 
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Sharaa thinks talks with Israel will resume 

PARIS (AFP) — Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq A1 
Sharaa said Friday it was likely that peace talks 
between his country and Israel would resume at ±e 
beginning of next year after being suspended since 
February. “We cannot say how and when” these talks 
would resume but ”it is probable that the (peace 
process) will gain momentum early next year," he 
said following talks with his French counterpart Mr. 
Herve de Chareite. Mr. Sharaa’s surprise visit to Paris 
is in response to an invitation by Mr. de Charette, less 
than thi^ weeks after French President Jacques 
Chirac made a highly publicized and controversial 
tour of the Middle East. Mr. Sharaa is to meet with 
Mr. Chirac on Sarurdav. 
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^^.jcing, C«)wn Prince 
I- meets lUrldsli 
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: air force chief 


. ^MAN (J.T.) — His 
3ns '^j^iajesty King Hussein on 

3umalisi Thursday met with the 

<^ef of the Turkish air 
force, Lieutenant-General 
talk ' Ahmet Chiroci, and dis- 

* “''huj I cussed means to promote 
5 10 do ''^ defence cooperation, the 
Jordan News Agency, 


r the fuiurg -i Petra, reported. His Royal 
papers.- u”' Highness Crown Prince 
who li-.Q., Hassan earlier met with the 

ed In Turkish air force comman- 

3ni ihe duT. during a visit he paid to 
Eiti. Hchdd the Q^tieral Headquaners. 

edpica^f^^- The of tiie senior 
5 not Turkish defence official to 

•tion Tffc Ar^an was ahead of a 

had Monday by Turk- 

e an ir^ ™ ^ ish Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller, ^ady postponed 

£ pVeST declared 

AMMAN (Petra) — All 
'uid g 1 ministries, government 
^departments and institu- 
i-oniprisidi 5 lions wUl observe a holiday 
Ufd u on Thursday on the occa- 
anen. the Ui r^, jjon of His Majesty King 
la. and u. Hussein's birthday, an offi- 
niiiiiMSf Ik., cial statement issued by 
Ji .hnndb— p Prime Minister Abdul 
d t‘T ^cir,. Karim Kabariti said, 
in Indisi d*ific'|.l 

mon" t.:.rhi' iv-. Slaves treed in 


moieat, 
dencc inirn 5t 
rule. 


Sudan by NGO 


idoner,' ',in 
-esLiurams ^ 


lan cuts off 
end's pent 


Jin It. . r .^ geneva (AFP) — Some 
laHaDt.';, jg women and children 
, .. slaves were freed ftxim 
ers gel guide more than IS-montbs slav- 
ere to liglnt m the end of October in 
Sudan, Christian Solidarity 
)N iR' _ A . loteniationa] (CSI), a non- 
governmental orgaaisation 
jwhjiiu-uufc INGOJ, -announced here 
ld‘< iirsi Lvd: CSI said in a press 

)ker- The the slaves had been 

i> I,;.- I,-. m;,«- fthwy 1995 dunng raids 
cooducted by Sudanese 
goventment forces in the 
Bahr A1 GhazaJ province. 

“ CSI paid almost three mil- 
Lon Sudanese pounds 
($2(X0(X)) to an Ar^ trad- 
er to fFM them, it said. 
"The- SO.OOO Sudanese 
pound price for each slave 
is roughly equivalent of 
j A.stiRO R-^the lo^ cost of two or 
old BrxcU?" tlnw cows," the press 
release said. 

iri ji j 'Diridsh troops kill 35 
;an .sjiJ- ^ : in northern Iraq 

cl 'nci }'f ISTANBUL (AFP) — 
d. Ji.i;i'.' . Turirfsh troops killed 35 

ecau>^ fJ'? Kurdish rebels and wound- 
couplt' iijJ '■r^* ed 45 others during a raid 
a mio northern Iraq Friday, 

f \H.-nj I" Turkish FtMeign Minister 
uiic '*’• ^ Tansu Ciller said. The guer- 

oke ' ®f tile kurdish Labour 

a (PKK) were hiding 

!oh.nir'-inff*^' out in a cave that was 
i IS Attacked by Turkish troops, 

"an V ^ Mrs, Ciller also 

n ^ Tnridsh forces “just 
^ barely missed Ocalan." She 

did not say if she was refer- 
ring to PKK leader Abdul- 
nriesl OcaJan, who usually 
tU P‘ * lives in Damascus, Syria or 
5 off Bekaa Valley of 

!<'^>anoa, or his brother 
_ Ti< ’ Osman, who geneially lives 
10 in northern Iraq. Mrs. Ciller 
,r. ^ that six associates of 
' 5*“ were killed during 

ihi’ ^ including ali goz.. a 

I. ,nd bi^-rankins member of the 
Church PKK. 

od Saudi executed for 

ib'nf%' murdering six 


t.R' 


-lij 

• ( jN'I'"* d/ 

p^ok’M';.^ADH (AFP) — A 
' in hf| Saudi national convicted of 
t.-r' I ouitiering six people was 


li's K' BlA pciUfUb «aa 

, beheaded by sword on Fri- 

in the northwestern 

jjn.AUr •'''•* . - _ 


ital 


1^; town of Tabuk, the Saudi 


it*r 


Ministn.' said. 


-in f interior 

^ Ahmad Tahar AI Mijrashi 

:s '- 1 ®?tes after a dispute, and 

*‘^*'*^ \v" a seventh, said a 

toinisity statement put out 
iiiatit^'’ by Radio Riyadh. The exe- 

cutioawas the 48th earned 
|i)Sil ) out since the beginning of 
ii®. year in Saudi Arabia, 
d a yj F Miich applies strict Islamic 
w> *“ 1995 a record 191 

•r. Tb^' .fl\ * people were executed 
ic tite kingdom. 
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King pardons Shbeilat 

HM, in special decree, says Shbeilat’s detention weighed heavily on his 
mind and decision to free him was taken to honour the Shbeilat family 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hus.sein Friday par- 
doned outspoken critic 
Leith Shbeilat after serving 
seven months for lese 
majeste charges. 

TTie King, who drove Mr. 
Shbeilat in his own car 
from Swaqa prison to Mr. 
Shbeilat's mother's house, 
said the decision was taken 
in honour of his deceased 
father, Farhan Shbeilat. his 
mother, and bis brother 
Senator Gaiih Shbeilau 

It was the second time 
Mr. Shbeilat was pardoned 
by the King. In 1992, he 
was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for sedition and 
was freed immediately fol- 
lowing a general pardon 
that was endorsed by the 
Lower House of F^lia- 
ment. This time however, 
be received a special par- 
don, which the IGng issued, 
using his constitutional pre- 
rogative. 

In a letter addressed to 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti the King 
regretted that Mr. Shbeilau 
who was detained on Dec. 
9. had harmed not only the 
Hashemite family but also 
“the memory of his father" 
and the country “that J rep- 
resent." 

“I would like you to con- 
sider this letter as a decree 
to order the immediate 
release of Mr. Shbeilau It is 
our wish to pardon him and 
to consider the (seven- 
month) period he spent in 
prison as sufficient," the 
King said. 



Leith Shbeilat, who was freed on Friday after a pardon 
issued by His Majesty King Hussein, poses with bis 
mother at her house shortly after his release (photo by 
Yousef Allan) 


“I have made my decision 
in honour of his 
mother..and in honour of 
his brother Senator Gaith 
Shbeilat..and in honour of 
his wife and children. It is 
in commemoration of his 
late father, who was like an 
uncle and a friend to me 
until he passed away." 

Mr. Shbeilat, president of 
the Engineers Association, 
was sentenced on March 17 
to three years in prison for 


slandering Their Majesties 
King Hussein and (^een 
Noor and His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

He was also convicted of 
distributing statements that 
are harmful to the King. 

The charges against Mr. 
Shbeilat were based on sev- 
eral lectures he delivered in 
different parts of the King- 
dom in which he forthright- 
ly criticised the Hashemite 
family, accusing its mem- 


bers of treachery. 

‘^od knows that the 
detention period of Leith 
was so heavy on me as it 
was on him and his family," 
the King said in his letter to 
the prime minister. 

i. thank God, am not one 
who holds grudges. But this 
time, he oveidid it. He 
inflicted harm on the 
Hashemite family, begin- 
ning with Hussein Ben Ali. 
the martyr of Arab right in 
Palestine, and King Abdul- 
lah Ben .Al Hussein, the 
martyr of Al Aqsa Mosque, 
and (myself) and (my) 
family. 

“(It was not a harm direct- 
ed at the King) personally 
but against what I repre- 
sent Jq this country and the 
history of the people.” 

“He had therefore, may 
God forgive him, caused 
harm to die memory of his 
father, who was one of the 
prominent men of the coun- 
try, fully trusted by King 
Abdullah and his grandson 
(King Hussein). He caused 
harm to his family, to all 
people who come from his 
city Tafileh. Those pet^ie 
who accompanied the Arab 
revolutiona^, Sharif Hus- 
sein. the son of the Prophet 
Mohammad's daughter in 
his Great Arab Revolt and 
the companions of Zeid, his 
SOD and King Abdullah and 
his grandson King Hussein. 

“The past is forgiven. 
May God guide us to the 
path of righteousness, faith 
and goodness in word and 
deed," the King said. 

Mr. Shbeilat, an ardent- 

(Continned on page 7) 


Nigerian 727 crashes with 
141 aboard; no survivors 


LAGOS ( AP) — A Nigerian airliner carrying 
141 people crashed into swamps east of 
Lagos after losing contact with air traffic con- 
trollers, and all on board were believed dead, 
aviation officials said Friday. 

About 24 hours after the Boeing 727 disap- 
peared, wreckage was found in the village of 
Imota about 65 kilometres southeast of 
Lagos, said Aviation Minister Ita Udoh 
Umeh. 

“From the information I have, it would 
seem the plane just plunged into the lagoon.” 
he told reporters. Rescuers said the plane's 
tail was visible from the air. sticking out of 
the muddy crash scene. 

The passengers included at least six 
Britons. It was not immediately known if 
other foreigners were on board. 

Six helicopters, most belonging to foreign 
oil companies. Joined Nigerian police, avia- 
tion auAorities and soldiers in the search, 
which had focused on the sea off Lagos and 
swamps around the city. 

Controllers at Lagos' Murtala Mohammed 
airport lost contact with the plane at 5:05 p.m. 


( 1 605 GMT) Thursday. Sources quoted by the 
News Agency of Nigeria said the pilot had 
alerted the airport to prepare for on emer- 
gency landing just before he vanished. 

The lost plane belonged to Aviation Oevel- 
opmem Corporation (AIX";. one of several 
private commercial airlines operating in 
Nigeria. Last year. ADC was rated Nigeria’s 
best airline based in part on its fatality-free 
record. 

An AOC DC-9 crash-landed in July 1995 at 
the airpoit in the Liberian capital. Monrovia. 
None of the 90 people on board was hurt. 

Relatives of people on board gathered at the 
airline's offices throughout the night and 
early Friday awaiting final word. 

Nigeria docs not have a quick-response 
search and rescue agency to handle emergen- 
cies. although demands for such an agency 
were raised in 1992 after a military transport 
plane crashed and killed all 163 people on 
board. 

It took searchers more than 24 hours to 
reach the wreckage, even though it plunged 
into swamps just outside of Lagos. 


U.S. officials reject theory that 
‘friendly fire’ downed TWA 800 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Pentagon officials Friday 
denied a claim that a U.S. 
Navy warship fired a mis- 
sile that downed TWA 
Right 8(X) over New York 
in July. 

A navy official who 
declined to be identified 
said die claim of a nussile 
fired from a U.S. warship is 
“an old theory" and that 
investigators *1ooked thor- 
oughly into thaL" 

Pierre Salinger, a former 
aide to U.S. President John 
Kennedy, said in France 
Thursday that he had been 
given tile information by 
someone with close links to 
the U.S. government. 

But the U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) office in New York, 
which has been working 


with the National Trans- 
portation Safety Board 
(NTSB) in investigating the 
crash, said it had no evi- 
dence to indicate the Paris- 
bound plane explo.sion was 
caused by “friendly fire." 

The navy official said the 
USS Normandy was the 
closest U.S. waiship to the 
scene of the crash, about 
300 kilometres to the south. 
It was conducting “routine 
exercises" and did not fire 
any missiles, the official 
said. 

FBI Assistant Director 
James KaJlstrom. who is 
heading the criminal inves- 
tigation he said, ‘’W'e have 
looLcd :ii this thoroughly 
and vi'e have abitoluicly not 
one shred of evidence that 
it happened or it could have 
hap^ned." 


Mr. Kallsirora urged Mr. 
Salinger to turn over the 
document to the FBI "as 
.<<oon as possible." 

Nfr. Salinger refused to 
disclose to the Associated 
Press who wrote the docu- 
ment, except to say that he 
got it from "a person who 
got it from a person in the 
secret service, ” 

Mr. Salinger, who served 
as press secretary for Presi- 
dent Kennedy, spoke in a 
telephone interview from 
his hotel in Cannes. Earlier 
Thursday, he made his 
claims public in a speech to 
a meeting of airline indus- 
irj' officials. 

"The truth niu.st come 
out." Mr. Salinger told 
some 150 e.xecutives of the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres: 

‘New 
Mideast’ 
is still 
possible 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Shimon 
Peres, the Israeli opposition 
leader and architect of the 
peace 'process, said Friday 
that his dream of a “new 
Middle East" remains alive 
despite the present climate in 
the region. 

"The arrival in power of the 
right (in Israel) has made 
things much more difficult," 
Che former prime minister 
said in an interview witii AFP 
ahead of next week's region- 
al economic conference in 
Cairo. 

“(But) the 'new Middle 
East,’ founded on the basis of 
peace and regional economic 
development, is not dead," 
added Mr. Peres, who was 
defeated by right-wing Likud 
leader Benyamin Netanyahu 
in Israel's May general elec- 
tions. "The peace process has 
to move forward on two legs 
^ one political and the other 
economic," the Labour Party 
leader said. "The political leg 
may be in a cast but even so, 
it is still possible to move for- 
ward." 

Mr. Peres was a prime 
mover behind the holding of 
the two previous Middle East 
economic conl^rences — in 
(Casablanca, Morocco, in 
1994 and Amman in 1995 — 
and has supported the cre- 
ation of a common market for 
the Middle East 

The atmosphere for the 
economic conference to be 
held in Cairo from November 
12 to 14 is markedly different 
from that of the previous iwo. 
however, because of ihe cur- 
rent deadlock in the peace 
process and IsraelJ-Palestin- 
ian talks. 



MAMMOTH TUSK; Ao archaeologist inspects a giant 3.5 -metre mammoth tusk 
(Mammuthus Trogontherii) weighing around 150 kilogrammes discovered near the 
northern Serbian town of Kikinda in September 1996. The five-metre tall mam- 
moth fossiL the first complete discovery of its kind in Yugoslavia, was found at a 
depth of around 20 metres and is believed to be at least 40,000 years old (Reuters 
photo) 

Puerto Rico-style status for 
Palestinians — Netanyahu 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — IsraeU 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu proposes a lim- 
ited sovereignty like in 
Andorra or Puerto Rico as a 
final status for the Palestin- 
ian territories, the newi^- 
per Haaretz reported on Fri- 
day. ' 

“In the framework of a 
final senJement, 1 foresee 
for the Palestinians a status 
similar to that of the resi- 
dents of Puerto Rico or the 
principality of Andorra," he 
said at a meeting with 
ambassadors posted in 
Israel. 

The right-wing leader 
reiterated his opposition to 
"recognition by Israel of a 
right to self-determination 
for the Palestinians because 
that would imply the right 
to create a truly indepen- 
dent state. 

“A • large majority of 
Israelis rule out ±is 
prospect because even 
those who are ready to 
accept a Palestinian state 
alongside Israel want this 
state to be disarmed, some- 
thing which is incompatible 
with real independence," he 


said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said at the 
meeting on Monday that he 
wants a level of Palestinian 
autonomy to allow them “to 
run their own affairs, while 
security remains in the 
bands of Israel." 

Pueno Rico in the 
Caribbean is a U.S. territo- 
ry. Its residents have U.S. 
citizenship but not the right 
to vote in American legisla- 
tive or presidential elec- 
tions. 

The principality of 
Andorra has a s^i^ status 
under the joint suzerainty 
of France and a bishop in 
Spain, the two countries it 
straddles. 

In a survey published by 
Tel Aviv University this 
week, most Jews smd they 
were opposed to the estate 
lishmenc of an independent 
Palestinian state, by a 52- 
41 percent margin. 

Pales tinian demands 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has given Mr. 
Netanyahu a list of four 
basic demands which need 


to be fiiifilled to unblock 
foe stalled peace talks. 

Chief Palestinian negotia- 
tor Saeb Erakat said he 
handed Mr. Arafat's letter 
over to Dan Shomron. foe 
bead Israeli negotiator, 
when members of both 
sides met bn Wednesday in 
a bid to jump stan talks on 
the Hebron redeploymeoL 

“I gave Mr. Shomron a 
letter from Mr. Arafat for 
foe Israeli prime minister 
which contained four fun- 
damental demands with 
regard to foe peace 
process," Mr. Erakat told 
AFP. 

He said the letter 
demanded Mr. Netanyahu 
continue negotiations on 
Hebron until an accord is 
reached, start talks on other 
parts of foe stalled Israeli- 
Palescinian peace crack, put 
an immediate stop to 

Jewish settlements in foe 
Palestinian territories and 
set a date for foe start of 
negotiations aimed at deter- 
mining the final status of 
those territories. 

(CoDtinued on page 7) 


Clinton poised to make major 
cabinet changes; many bow out 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — President Bill 
Clinton was set to name a 
new chief-of-siaff Friday as 
the cards were being 
reshuffled in foe White 
House for his second term 
in office. 

A senior admfniscration 
official said foe new chief 
deputy would be Erskine 
Bowles, who has been a top 
White House aide, replac- 
ing foe departing Leon 
Panetca. 

Clinton aides have said 
the president wants to put 
his immediate White 
House staff in place even 
before replacing foe many 
cabinet members leaving 
the administration, to make 
foe transition easier. 

Labour Secretary Robert 
Reich, meanwhile joined 
foe exodus of senior 
administration figures, say- 
ing he was unable to juggle 
foe competing demands of 
the job and his family life. 

Swretary of Sate Warren 
Christopher's departure 
was formally announced 
Thursday: but several other 
cabinet members are 
e.xpected to be on their 
way out. 

These include Defence 
Secretary William Perr\', 
Commerce Secretary 
Mickey Kantor, Energy 


Secretary Hazel O’Leary, 
Housing and Urban 
Affairs Secretary Henry 
Cisneros and Transporta- 
tion Secretary Federico 
Pena. 

Some reports suggest 
Education Secretary 

Richard Riley may leave 
as Mr. Clinton wipes the 
slate clean for his new 
administration following 
his reelection victory Tues- 
day. 

The president, reflecting 
on apparent divided voter 
sentiment following the 
reelection of a Democratic 
president and a Republi- 
can-led Congress, has said 
he may draw from Republi- 
cans and independents in 
his second term. 

White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry said it 
would require some time 
to name a replacement for 
Mr. (Christopher at the State 
Department and that sev- 
eral candidates were being 
considered. 

But Stephen Hess, a pres- 
idential expert at foe 
Brookings Institution, said 
Mr. Clinton should act 
swiftly to name his key for- 
eign policy aide.s. porticu- 
Jarly wjfo foe presidem'.s 
first post-election foreign 
trip comine up Nov. 18- 
26. 


"It seems sensible to 
move quickly on these 
things, especially in the 
national security field," Mr. 
Hess said. “Because of foe 
trip to Asia, he should 
have foe team in place 
before he leaves.*' 

Mr. Christopher is to hold 
talks in Cairo next week 
with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa on foe 
Middle East peace process. 

The sources said Mr. 
Christopher would head the 
U.S. delegation to the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
economic conference in 
Cairo on Tuesday. The con- 
ference runs from Nov. 12 
ro 14. 

President Clinton accept- 
ed Mr. Christopher's resig- 
nation on Thursday. 
Christopher is to step down 
on Jan. 20 when Nfr. Clin- 
ton is inaugurated for his 
second term. 

President Clinton made 
foe announcement at a 
White House event in 
which he paid tribute to 
Mr. Christopher, who 
served as Washington's 
diplomat-in-chief for four 
years. 

■■Being secretary of state 
is to take pa.rr in hi.sfOTy'.s 
relay race," Mr. Clirislo- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Hariri wins free hand 
on economy but loses 
political grip on cabinet 


Woman cleared of car-bomb attack on Israeli embassy;|^ 

TTie runes of London I ^ ■' I were grown up; she I'D 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri has formed a 
govemmem which reflects 
his determins^OQ to push 
;^ead with ambitious post- 
war reconstruction but 
failed to keep a political 
grip on the cabinet. 

llie billionaire prime 
minister, after nearly two 
weeks of wrangling with 
other top officials over gov- 
ernment portfoUos and 
whether opposition 

.should be repr^ented, 
formed bis third cabinet on 
Thursday night. 

Mr. Hariri has stressed 
since his Oct. 24 re- 
appointment after legisla- 
tive elections that he will 
continue the “Horizon 
2000** reconstruction plan, 
costing some SI 8 billion, 
for Lebanon to recover 
from the 1975-1990 civil 
war. 

In die new government 
line-up. Mr. Hariri reuuned 
the tinance porfolio which 
he held in the two previous 
cabinets and took over the 
posL^ and communication 
ministry, which is to be pri- 
vatised. 

Cio.se aide Fuad Siniora 
stays on as state minister 
for flnancial affairs while 
the premier's supporters 


also retmnedihe ministries 
of informadoa, justice, 
transport, municipal affairs, 
administrative reforms and 
public works. 

The big guns of the previ- 
ous cabinet held onto their 
portfolios — Foreign Min- 
ister Farez Bouez, Defence 
Minister Mohsen Dallul. 
Interior Minister Michel 
Murr. Justice Minister 
Bahige Tabbara and Com- 
merce MinisKr Yassin 
Jaber. 

But Mr. Hariri failed in 
his bid to form a closely- 
knit political team, free of 
opposition figures and 
internal disputes.~Several of 
his detractors have been 
appointed ministers. 

President Elias Hrawi and 
Parliament speaker Nabih 
Bern refused_to allow the 
prime minister to monopo- 
lise tile political arena and 
managed to increase their 
influence in the cabinet. 

The opposition within the 
cabinet focu.ses on the min- 
ister for expatriate affaics. 
Talal Arslan. Tourism Min- 
ister Nicolas Fattoush and 
Health Minister Suleiman 
Fronjieh. 

Mr. Franjieh was in Mr. 
Hariri's first government 
but dropped when the 
prime minister formed the 


next cabinet in may 1995. 

Also, the Dnize leader 
and pro-Syrian refugees 
minister, Walid Jumblatt. 
has~kept his place in the 
new government despite 
fierce criticism of the 
social impact of Mr. 
Hariii*s fast-moving eco- 
nomic policies. 

Politi^ analysts said the 
inclusion of rivals and 
potential opponents of Mr. 
Hariri in the cabinet and the 
increased influence of Mr. 
Hrawi and Mr. Berri mean 
the government is unlikely 
to have a smooth ride. 

Beirut new’spapers on Fri- 
day also saw trouble on the 
horizon. 

"A government bera in 
crisis,** warned A1 Safir 
newspaper. ** A non-homo- 
geneous government ... 
how can it rule?** asked A1 
Nahar. 

The new govemmem. in 
keeping with a national 
pact ^wn up in 1990. 
comprises 15 Muslims and 
1 5 Orristians. Eleven port- 
foli<^ changed hands and 
seven new mtoisters were 
sppoxxaed. 

The cabinet is scheduled 
to meet for the first time at 
the pnesidential palace on 
Mon^y. 


Iran wants French airliners, 
satellites, maybe beef — ^minister 


PARIS (AFP) — Iran wants 
to buy 10 Airbus airliners, 
and French commuiucations 
satellites costing more than 
S500 million , Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Vaezi said here 
on Friday. 

Iran wa<( also interested in 
buying French beef, he said, 
and quoted the French for- 
^eign nuni^r as saying that 


negotiating “big economic 
projects** which raised the 
prospects of a “fruitful 
future" for economic rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries. he told journalists. 

These concerned gas and 
oil, the purchase of aircraft, 
beef and communications 
equipment 

Iran was also negotiating 
with the .French oil compa- 


Jordan hopes 
to reopen 
Kuwaiti 
embassy soon 


THE CASE against a 
housewife aotused of plant- 
ing a carbomb outside the 
Israeli embassy in Londtm 
in a bid to destroy the Mid- 
dle peace talks on Nov. 
4 when a judge described 
evidence as suspect 

Nadia Zekra, a mother of 
two who was said to have 
left an Audi car parked out- 
side the building and 
walked off carrying a Har- 
rods bag, wept a.< she buged 
her husband and friends 
(Mjtside the Old Bailey. 

Mr. Justice Garland 
accepted a defence submis- 
sion that Mrs. Zekra. 49. 
who had denied causing the 
explosion in July 1994, had 
no case to answer after a 
month of prosecution evi- 
dence. The judge said that 
identiftcation evident was 
^Traught with pitfalls.** He 
said ^so that evidence hy a 
police constable on duty at 
the emba.ssy was “suspect 
with serious incemsisten- 
cies." He added: “It would 
be dangerous tn tiw 
extreme to allow this ca^ 
to go before a jury. I have 
no hesitation in discharging 
this case." 

The juiy wiU be directed 
today to return a not guilty 
verdict on the charge 
against Mrs. Zekra and to 
continue considering the 
case against her three co- 
defendants. 

Outside the ccHirL Mrs. 
Zekra. of West Kensington, 
London, said: “I was sure I 
would not be convicted. I 
just want to be with my 
family now and have time 



Nadia Zekra 


on my own. My family my 
sons — we all suffered 
deeply. *The time in prison 
was worst of all." 

^e court has been told 
that a gang of upper-class 
Palestinian terrorists plant- 
ed two carbombs in Lon- 
don. Hie embassy explo- 
siem on July 26 ivas fol- 
lowed by one in Finchley 
David Galveit-Smith, QC. 
for the prosecution, said the 
blasts were organised by 
the Self-styled Palestinian 
Resistance Jaffa Croup 
Palestine and claimed that 
Mrs. Zekra was- part of the 
group. 

(^jening the case, he said 
there was “a tremendous 
explosion** in which the 
windows of every house, 
shop and car within a radius 
of a few hundred yards 
were shattered. People 
insi^ the embassy and out- 
side on the street were 
thrown to the ground. 

“Astonisingly no one was 
dead,** he Said, although the 
Finchley bomb, outside 


Balfour House, which 
belonged to the Jewish 
Philanthropic Organisation 
for Israel and the Middle 
had almost lulled 
three occupants of a pass- 
ing car. 

Jawad Botmeh. 28. of 
Bloomsbury, London. 
Samar Alami, 30, of South 
Kensington, and Mahmoud 
Abu Wardeh, 25, of Putney, 
southwest London, deny 
conspiracy to cause explo- 
sions: posses.sion of a dan- 
gerous substance; and pos- 
session of three handguns. 


The Guardian 


UNTIL ONE morning in 
January 1994 when she 
woke to find four members 
of the antirterrorist squad 
standing over her bed, 
Nadia Zskn. bad been a 
Kensington lady who 
lunched. 

She was 47 and hod come 
to London with her wealthy 
businessman husband to 
take things easy. Her sons 


were grown up; she 
shopped at Sainsbu^*s on 
Cromwell Road, she had 
seen Pavarotti in Covent 
Garden, would never have 
missed Picasso at the Tae 
and once a week went to 
opera awareness classes in 
a friend's flat. 

Then almost two years 
ago .she became the 
Crown’s chief suspect in 
the 19^ bombing of the 
Israeli embassy in London. 
Two days «^o an Old Bai- 
ley judge directed a jury to 
acquit her, telling the 
Crown that no jury would 
sustain a case against a 
woman based on conflict- 
ing eyewitness accounts. 

Nadia Zekra is clearly 
still stunned by the events 
of the lost 20 months of her 
life. They include five 
months as a category. A 
prisoner in Holloway jail: 
four days* interrogation in 
Charing Cross police sta- 
tion. where she exercised in 
handcuffi in a prison yard 
watched by police officers 
who nicknamed her the 
“black widow." the sup- 
posed disciple of the Ar^ 
exircmisL Abu Nidal. seek- 
ing vengene for her mar- 
tyred son. 

Now, she*s been given 
back her identit>’ as Nadia 
21ekra opera fan and house- 
wife with a taste for 
Pavarotti and a lot of anger. 
She says came close to 
breaking point several 
times in her four months* 
imprisonment. 

They came straight to her 
bedroom dial January 
morning and she woke to 
the wo^s: “We are charg- 


Swedish aid minister doe in Mideast 


jFraoce ^ypuld., ignore the 'ny ELF wWcK"fi'ad]iiedt a 
U.S. Amaj^d. act to prevent ' 'delegation ' to liraa' i^e 


Companies' ftiom investing 
in the Iranian' hydrocarbons 
industry. 

He also revealed that the 
quasi French state export- 
credit guarantee depart- 
ment, COFACE, had 
resumed coverage for 
exports to Iran from Sep- 
tember. 

It hod suspended such 
coverage in 1993. and Mr. 
Vaezi said that settlement in 
July of a dispute over a debt 
of $120 million owed by 
Iran to the French car manu- 
facturer Peugeot had 
opened the way for export 
insurance. 

“We plan to buy satellites 
costing more than S500 mil- 
lion, and we are ready to 
buy 10 Airbus airliners." he 
said at the end of a two-day 
official visit here. 

France and Iran were 


weeks ago. 

During his visit he had 
noted “a firm desire that 
economic cooperation 
should develop". 

Mr. Vaezi. who met 
French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Char^ on Thurs- 
day, said that Mr. De 
Charepe had said he wanted 
France to become “Iran's 
biggest economic trading 
partner.*' 

France wanted to develop 
bilateral relations without 
taking any account of U.S. 
measures to penalise Euro- 
pean companies investing in 
hydrocarbons industries in 
Iran and Libya. 

This was seen as a refer- 
ence to the so-called U.S. 
Amato act. **On our side, 
also, we want to see a big 
increase in our trade,*' with 
France, he said. 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
A special envoy sent from 
Jor^ to Kuwait to help 
improve relations said in an 
interview on Thursday that 
he hoped Amman would 
open an embassy in Kuwait 
‘‘Citysooil • i 

Ibrahim Nabu)s|. an 


eov^ sebr^ Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti. 


handed over a letter on 
bilateral ties to Kuwait's 
Hist DepuQT Prime Minis- 
ter and Fc^gn Minister 
Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad AI 
Sabah on Tuesday. 

When asked by Kuwaiti 
newspaper AI Rai Ai Am in 
an interview published on 
Thursday if he expected a 
Jordmiian Embassy to be 
opened soon. Mr. Nabulsi 
said: "This is what we 
hope. 

"Jordan's embassy in 
Kuwait has been closed 
since the Iraqi invasion in 
1990. 

"Jordan rejects the Iraqi 
aggression on Kuwat and it 
is impossible to accept the 
oppressioo by a big neigh- 
bour on a small brother,** 
Mr. Nabolsi urfd the pq)er. 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) •— Sweden's minister for devdopmeiit 
aid Piene Sdiori is to visit !sj%! and the Palestinian territories 
of Gaza and the West Bank on Sunday through Wedoesday. a 
goverrunem spokesman said, bi Israel Mr. Schori is to meet 
with Foreign Minister David Levy, before seeing ^cstinian 
President Yasser Aiafu in Gaza where an agreement on coop- 
eratkm is to be tigned with the Palestinian National Authority. 
Mr. Schori will rbea go to Raoiallah. on the West Bank, and sec 
p^esiini^. Council Speaker Ahmad QoureJa. Culture and 
iiifomnoon MiiUsser Yasser Abed Rabbo. Education Minister 
Haou Ashrawi and minister without portfolio Faisal Husseini. 
die Swedlidi fotetga mirustrysaid. 

Ubyan ffipfomat charged with drug-traifiddiig 

VALETTA (AFP) — A Ubyan diplomat accredited in 'Hirkey 
and a Tunisian woman were charged with drug-lrafficldng here 
Thursday. Maltese police said. Ramadan Ahmed Suleiman 
Kheddeda. 5Z and Maizuki Hashemi Beya. 38. were arrested 
Moiday after aniving on die island cm a flight from Istanbul. 
Ms. was found with five packets of heroin, containing 2P0 
grammes bi total, in her clothing. But she .said he was carrying 
(he drug for the Libyan diplomat The bead of the Maltese drug- 
squad. Michael Casser, said that police had been monitoring the 
fiequox comings and goings of vlsiuxs from Turkey. Bulgaria 
and Tunisia. 


Anatolian. Forty-eight police officers were charged in connec- 
tion with the killing in January of Metin Goktepe. who was 
alleged to have been battered to death by police in Istanbul. 
Coktepe vfos among .scores of people roun^ up at random for 
an identity check in Eyup sports complex after the funerals of I 
two far-left militant prisoners. | 

Iran slams small intematioiial aid 


'nirktsh trial of police transferred 


ANKARA (R) — The trial of police officers in connection 
with the killing of a Turkish journalist is lo be liansfened to the 
western town of .Aiyoa because of security concerns, the state- 
run Anatolian new.s agency said on Friday. The trial began in 
the southwestern town of last month under the critical eye 

ctf Turkey's Western allies and rights workers. "In the vicinity 
die coon whm the case was beard, there are many schools 
and for this re&son {xovidir^ .security would be cfifficult." the 
cxiniina] court in Ay^n was quoted as .saying in a slalcmcnt by 


DUBAI (R) — Iran has .slammed low levels of international aid 
given to Tehran to help two milUon Iraqi and Afghan refugees 
taking shelter in the Islamic republic. Iran's Deputy Foreign 
Mhdiner' for Bun>Amefican affairs Mahmoud 'N^ezi told 
French Minilri^ fbr Ei n et g e n cy Humaniurion Action Xavier 
Emmanuelii in Paris ihtt the amouni of rad it received did not 
meet the actual needs of refugees, the official Iranian new.s 
agency (IRNA) said on Thursday nighL IRNA said Prance 
promised Mr. it would offer more humaniiarian aid before 
winter. Many live in cold mountain camps with little food or 
wDicr. Iran Ls home to two million refugees. 1.4 million from ; 
Afghanistan and 6(Xl,(X)0 from Iraq, making it (be world's most j 
important host country, according to U.N. relief agencies. 

Italian sideswipes Israeli policeman i 

TEL AVIV (R| — An Italian diplomat trying to dris'e from 
Israel into the PaJesunian-niled G^ Strip on Hiursday struck 
and lightly wounded an Israeli border policeman with his car. 
Israeli security sources said. The suuiccs said the Italian vice- 
consul drove up to the Beit Hancun checkpoint between Israel 
and self-ruled Gaza and handed his Identification card to an 
Israeli border policeman fora routine check. “The vice-consul 
got out of his car and .snatched hi.s card from the policeman s 
hand. He then got back in hi.s car, .started it quickly, and tried tn 
cross the checkpoint without undergoing a border police 
clicck." one souree said. "He hit a biwdcr policeman with hi.s 
cur and lightly wounded him. He was taken to hospital fix treat- 
ment.'* the source said. Hie incident was under investigation, 
(he source added. Italian embassy officials declined inunediatc 
conunent. 
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01d)0...Loo(ion. Danuscus (BAi 

03:45 u...Romc (.AZ) 

06:20 -..-I .Tel Aviv fL^") 


Royal Wings (RW) F^fiits 
09d0 Aqaba (RW» 


DEIViJRTURES 


636381 ..„(09)990990 


RJ I n gtw m a fluu (XL 

53200 

Qneco ABa Iikd, Airpnit 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

(\MMAN: 

Huflsdn MxdicH Centre 

813813/32 

KhaStfi Maienilfy. J. Amn 

64428J# 


EMERGENCIES 


MitiiMax. temp. 

Amimm 

Aqaha 


Food Cantrel Centre 6371 1 1 

Civfi Defence Department 

- - .661111 

Qv8 Dehnce bnraediate Resette 

630341 


KBED: 

Princess Basma 

-..(02)275555 

Greek CathoRc Ib^cal 

..-n..(02j2?2275 

Dm .41 iSanct Honpital 

-.(02)347100 

AQABAt 

Princes Haya Hoqrftal 

- (03)314111 

FOR THE traveller 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (R|) Flhdiis 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi 

(RJ) 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:(^ „....,.Bdnu (RJ) 

10:30 .......Colombo (RJ> 

14:45 New York. Amstetdam (RJ> 
16:20 (RJ) 

17:40 Londno. Bcriin (RJ) 

Vicraia | RJ) 

2**30 Paris (add) (RJ) 

23:25 Munich (RJ) 

19:35 .....Vieniu (add) (RJl 

®5*35 Bangkok (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJl Fl ^hta 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

llriN) Pbb. BnasekiRJ) 

11K)5...— Vienna (RJ) 

11:30 -AmstcnlaoL New Ywfc <RJ> 
12:00 .....^...Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 Lcmdnn (RJ) 

12:15 ...—Mb...— .Cairo (RJ) 

20d)0 ....N..M.........3ombay (RJ) 

2(h05 Dhahran (Rj) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:20 Xamaca (RJ) 

20:39 Jeddah (RJ) 

2]H)0 .....Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 


1 ^ 

ing you with the bonbing ^ 

of the Israeli embassy on ‘ ntlOll 

july 26, 1994 aod with col- \l>0 


July 26, 1994 aod with col- \p0 
laborating in the bombing 
of Balfour House db Ji^ 


of Balfour House db July ^ 

21 r ^ Niin* 

She sal up in bed in her ‘ nj Antid* 
nightdress and called her^tV'''ijt jnJ 
husband, Ahmad, aged S4, 
who had already b^ ban- i 


husband, Ahmad, aged S4, 

who had already b^ ban- t 

ished to the lounge with''' \i)iiii’'V.L^a;vneh 

their .son, Nadccm. She h n 

never got a chance to say ' V' ‘ at 


goodbye to them. 

“I suppose 1 was in shock „,fhen- 

for those first hours. I ma ^ 


for those first hours. I just ' 
thought this is a terrible i (_-oui 

mistake and ail I have to do L. i 


is to tell them everything TjA • ,,i th«? 
they want to know." onJ 

Yesterday. 24 hours after th- 


iiuuia mwT ' r,,, til- 

the Old Bsulcy judge had the 


thrown out the case against '.jis 

her, she was fielding calls ! of • , ...m'. 

from weUwishcrs. 

‘The worst moment was 
when I arrived in Holloway 'ins ^ 
and they admitted me and ID Ta[ - 
made me put all my clothes ' 

in a plastic bag. . ftjiii . 

“All these people banging ; 
on the door shouting: i 

‘which embassy did yon 


bomb?' I just cried and 
cried. They were nice to 

.1 f r_i.i ^ .1,.. 


there, I think they felt sony ' 

for me because 1 was " ^nati‘'’W' 'J 
always crying." , 

Four and half months .in'! 
later bail was granted and „ *5' 

fixed at £5(X),0W. “It took ‘'Jjivj 
about 10 days for my husp junn? 
band to raise the money 
among all our iriend& the pr>^- 

Those last 10 days were ^ ^ 
worst. I was desperate to ^ VW-rld B:ink 
get out and I just kept say- K*'Un. 
ing to myself this is aD 
going to end as fast and as ^.'jo,<nMr>>nnienu'- 


suddenly as it began. 


Turkish 

interior 

minister 
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. ji; anJ 

.j4aini»le 

(ihc iiW'iii r 
jiii; dw iuirnient 


iW Wf three 

(r|fi!|Vsr ' '<‘'- 
jar, mif-Tjfif.i 
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/uiJ Jordan." 
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ANKARA (R) — Toftey's ‘T" 1' '* 

Prime Minister Nccinciiiii pi-m- 

Erbakan said on Frii^tt ndunpleiriemation in 
Tmerior 'Minister'^ 

Agar ) i3n( - )i|trf liOlCal !'» 

resignatioir'in a scandal^i^ — ' ■ 
alleged links betwetif^ie 
police and organised ] 

“Mehmet Agar has'grra^' j 
his resignation," Me Dj^in 
told reporters. 

Mr. Erbakan said 
accepted the resignOtibiC^ 

Agar is at the c e ntre of a^to- 
dal that has unravell^ six^s 
police chief, a want^g^ 
sier and a foimer jlliai^ 
queen died in the sOn^^^n 
a uttffic accident lB^.^i^ 
end. 

A government of 

parliament who runs a Kbt> 
dish tribal militia that fights 
separatist guerrillas in the 
southeast was in the off and is 
seriously injured in hospitoL 

Mr. Agar, a rigbi-wii^.' b 
a member of Foreign Minister 
Tan&u Ciller's True Path Part) 

(DYP) coalhioo panno’. 
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Queen meets with World Bank 
delegation to discuss tourism 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. Min- 
ister of Tourism and Antiq- 
uities Saleh Irsheidai and 
President of the Aqaba 
legion Authority <ARA| 
Dr. Fayez Khasawneh 
Thursday met with a World 
Bank delegation at Ai 
Ma’wa Palace to discuss 
the ministry's comprehen- 
sive ■ investment-tourism 
l^gramme. a RoyuJ Court 
statement said. 

The programme is in the 
final appraisal stage and 
includes strengthening the 
coordinating role of the 
tourism of Ministry 
between the different min- 
istries and the private sec- 
tor. expanding the inifra- 
structure in Petra, Jerash. 
Aqaba and Kerak as well as 
developing Wadi Rum as a 
touristic venue, under the 
“Special Status Category." 

Queen Noor emphasised 
the importance of intersec- 
toral cooperation and pan- 
nership between the gov- 
ernment, the national coali- 
tion of non-govemmental 
environmental and cultural 
heritage organisations as 
well as loc^ communities 
especially during the on- 
going discussions to devel- 
op and finalise the pro- 
gramme. 

Head of the World Bank 
mission Tufan Kolan, said 
the programme "aims at 
ensuring an environmental- 
ly, socially and economi- 
t^Iy sustainable develop- 
ment of the tourism sector 
in Jordon.” the statement 
said. 

She added that its three 
main objectives were “sus- 
tainabliity, integrating 
tourism development with 
local commuairies ... and 
developing tourism aixrac- 
tions around Jordan." 

The policy of the World 
Bank, which has a key role 
in Jordan’s economic plan- 
ning wdlmplemeniaiion in 
terins or extending mat^al ’ 
tejcMc|47p$sistanfe, is ' 


to help countries maintain, 
enhance and restore their 
cultural heritage, whose 
conserv'aiion is an essential 
pan of the sustainable 
development process. 

Tufan Kolan, Nicole 
Glineur, Mohammad 
Fegboul and Peter Hamnet 
attended the meeting with 
the Queen. 

Also Thursday, the Queen 
met with the Jordanian 
graduates of the "Seeds of 
Peace" Programme at AI 
Ma'wa Palace, a Royal 
Court statement said. 

"Seeds of Peace" is a 
tw'o-week summer camp 
programme in the United 
States for 12-14 year-old 
children from countries 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa. 

The programme's main 
goal is to introduce Middle 
Eastern children to each 
other in die hope dial their 
camping experience would 
forge lasting bonds of 
friendship and understand- 
ing betwen them. 

Over the past two years, 
30 Jordanian students from 
the Jubilee. Model, 

.Ahliyyoh, Amman Nation- 
al, Amman Academy and 
Baccalaureate schools par- 
ticipated in the “Seeds of 
Peace" camp. 

"Seeds of Peace" Execu- 
tive Director Barbara 

Gostchalk attended the 


meeting. 

Later the Queen, who is 
Patron of the Royal Society 
of Fine Arts (RSFA), 
opened an intemationai art 
exhibition from Holland 
entitled "Hond & Hammer 
The effect- of culture 
exchange on art,” organised 
by RSFA and the Dutch 
"Arcdc Foundadon.” at the 
Jordan National Gallery in 
Jebel Weibdeh. 

“Hond & Hamer" is 
Dutch for “Dog and Ham- 
mer," the former referring 
to a school of philosophy 
affiliared to the Greek 
“Cynics". wWlj;,..the latter 


relates to the philosophy of 
Nietiche. 

According to the exhibi- 
tion’s curator and Arctic 
Foundation founder Mr. 
Ben Hermens, the Hond & 
Hamer exhibition originat- 
ed from a one-month work- 
shop on print-making tech- 
niques which took place in 
1993. when 24 artists from 
Holland. Greece, Lebanon. 
Curacao ia Caribbean 
island under Dutch rule), 
Iraq, Iran. Indonesia. Nfiet- 
nam, Russia, Chile and 
Spain lived, interacted and 
worked together. 

Mr. Hermens avowed fas- 
cination in seeing how 
artists from different cultur- 
al backgrounds approached 
print-making and the effect 
they had on each other. 

TTie result of this work- 
shop i.s an exhibition of 
multi-media works of art 
which range from an artifi- 
cial shelter comprised of 
roof tops entitled “Home is 
where the heart is" to a 
“Mind expanding" print, 
comprising a superimposi- 
tion of profiles on a text 
entitled “Intellect, the exer- 
cise of the mind, formation 
of ideas.” The co-curator of 
the exhibition, Iraqi onist, 
Munkith Said persuaded 
the Arctic Foundation to 
show the exhibition in the 
Islamic World beginning 
with Jordan, where it wiU 
run until November 30 
before moving to the Unit- 
ed Arab E^races and 
Indonesia. 

The Arctic Foundation 
was established a year ago 
by a ^up of artists from 
the Netherlands “to pro- 
mote new forms of art that 
originate from inter-cultur- 
al interaction." 

The Queen was received 
by President of the Royal 
Society of Fine Arts, 
Princess Wljdan Ali, Minis- 
ter of Culture Ahmad 
Qudah, Bert .Hennens^and 
..Munltiih,Say;....,/ ,j . . . 
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HRH Princess Sarvatb AI Hassan opens new offices in the International Baccalaure- 
ate Organisation in Carliffe, Wales (photo by Bogbos) 


Princess Sarvath opens curriculum 
office at International Baccalaureate 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath, on a recent trip to 
the U.K., opened the new 
Curriculum and Assess- 
ment offices of the 
International Baccalaure- 
ate Organisation (IBO) in 
Cardiff, Wales. 

IMncess Sarvatb dedi- 
cated the building to Alec 
Peterson, the IBO's first 
Director General and “the 
moving force behind the 
- establishment of both the 
. organisation andtiie Unit- 
ed World Colleges niove- 
jnem,” a* Royal Coun 
statement said. 

• In her edacity as a 
member of the Council of 
Foundation of the 
Intemationai Baccalaure- 
ate Oiganisation, Pruicess 
Sarvath had inaugurated 
tbe previous IB Exatuina' 
tions (Office in Cardiff in 
1990. 

She was also a member 
of the International Board 
of ti)e United World Col- 
leges (UWC) and estab- 
lished Ae Jordanian UWC 
.National Selection Com- 
mittee, which she chaired 
for 14 years. 

The new IBO building, 
oow officially known as 


“Peterson House," w'as 
dedicated by the Princess 
in the presence of the Lord 
Lieutenant of South 
Glamorgan and the Lord 
Mayor and Lady May- 
oress of Cardiff as well as 
the ffiO's Executive Com- 
mittee, Heads of Schools 
Committee and staff. 

In her address. Princess 
Sarvath stressed the need 
for the IBO to remain “rel- 
evant to the needs of an 
increasingly more exigent 
world, whilst holding true 
to the philosophy ... 
’behind the programme’s 
inception,” and tor its pro- 
grammes to “continue to 
be at the forefront of p^- 
agogicaJ progress" while 
protecting the “worth and 
integrity of IB 

diploma and ceroncates. 

She also emphasised the 
importance of s^ngthen- 
ing the international per- 
spective and dimension of 
the IB, with specific refer- 
ence to courses such as the 
"History and Cujture of 
the Islamic World which 
was first piloted at the 
Amman Baccalaureate 
School and another four 
schools around the world. 

The Princess suggested 


that “the IB has a wealth 
of resources that it can tap 
in its quest to become 
truly international, in spir- 
it as well as in name. 
Being pragmatic In 
responding to the dictates 
of change in our world 
does not mean that we 
have to sacriffee... princi- 
pals. If anything, the cur- 
riculum would be all the 
richer, and even truer to its 
beginnings if it were to 
diversify further.” 

During her visit to the 
U.K.. Princess Sarvath 
also inaugurated the new 
Performing- Arts Depart- 
ment at Channing School 
in Highgate, London and 
addressed the annual 
meeting of the General 
Assembly of Channing 
Association. 

Channing is one of the 
oldest girls' schools in the 
U.K. Established in I88S, 
the school continues to be 
at the forefront of girls’ 
education and boasts a list 
of distinguished “old 
girls” who have made 
their mark in public life, 
including Princess Sar- 
vath. 
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American officials respond to growing 
concern about MENA conference 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — American 
officials Thursday attempt- 
ed to ease doubts about 
prospects for a fruitful 
Middle Ea.sl and North 
Africa economic confer- 
ence, currently overshad- 
owed by political uncer- 
tainties and plagued by dis- 
appointingly slow econom- 
ic progress following last 
year’s MENA conference 
in Amman. 

Head of the Intemationai 
Trade Administration at the 
U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Stuart Eizenstat told 
an audience in Amman via 
satellite on the Worldnet 
Dialogue, that the United 
Slates would be represent- 
ed by its largest delegation 
of businessmen yet. in the 
upcoming conference. 

The conference is sched- 
uled for Nov.13-15 in 
Cairo. 

According to Mr. Eizen- 
stat, the Department of 
Commerce has "spent 
months” recruiting the 250 
U.S. businessmen (repre- 
senting 1 20 American com- 
panies] designated to 
attend this year’s confer- 
ence. 


“This is 1(X) more than 
we had attend {the Amman 
confer«ice last year]," he 
said. “So there is definitely 
enthusiasm.** 

Mr; Eizenscat was joined 
by Under-secretary at the 
Departmwt of Commerce 
Joan Spero who participat- 
ed in tte session, fielding 
questions from those slated 
to paiticipaie in the upcom- 
ing conference as well as 
communi^ business lead- 
ers. 

Enthusiasm for the con- 
ference began to wane offer 
the election of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu who has 
demonstrated an unwilling- 
ness to implement the 
peace process. 

Jordanian businessmen 
have said that they will 
shun deals with Israelis if 
Israel fails to make, 
progr^s in peace talks with 
the" Palestinians. Palestin- 
ian industriali^ last week 
said titat they intend to boy- 
cott the conference in 
protest of the Israeli closure 
of Palestinian territories 
which has restricted their 
business and also last week 
^e Union of Chambers of 
Commerce in Egypt said 
that it wcHiId not p^cipate 


“due to the presence of a 
large Israeli delegation." 
Neither are Syria and 
Lebanon participating, and 
Iraq. Jordan's largest trad- 
ing partner prior to UN- 
imposed economic sanc- 
tions, was not invited 

However, Mr. Eizenstat 
said, “we do need to sepa- 
rate between political and 
economic progress.” 

^‘The peace process will 
always have ups and downs 
but business has to contin- 
ue.’’ 

His argument did not 
appear to impress Jordan- 
ian participants in the satel- 
lite conference who assert- 
ed that since the signing of 
trade deals with both Israel 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA), Israeli 
“security concerns" and 
other non-tariff barriers 
have inhibited successful 
economic venmres. 

Mr. Eizenstat, who paid a 
visit to the region in 
August, said that following 
his visit, he had a sense of 
the problems and their lack 
of resolution. “When I 
came back [to the USJ I 
briefed the State Depart- 
ment ^at the peace process 
needs stronger economic 
undergirdings.” 


He added chat the U.S. 
was pressing the Israeli 
government “consistent to 
its security needs." Howev- 
er, he said, “we have not 
made as much progress as 
we would have liked." 

According to Mr. Eizen- 
stau the U.S. wants to pro- 
vide $150-200 million of 
scanning equipment . to 
Israel to be used at the bor- 
ders between the teiriiories 
and Israel in support of a 
free flow of goo^. 

Both officials also 
offered continuing support 
for UN-imposed economic 
sanctions against Iraq 
adding that the U.S. had 
been sensitive to their 
impact on the Jordanian 
economy and that the U.S. 
has gone to considerable 
lengths to help Jordan 
cope. 

"We've helped Jordan re- 
open rich markets in the 
Gulf." said Ms. Spero. 
"We’ve helped open rela- 
tions with Israel and recent- 
ly we've tried to help in 
terms of foreign assistance 
with a $200 million lending 
programme via EXIM 
Ba^." 

Ms. Spero countered crit- 
icism that U.S. efforts to 
bolster the Palestinian 


economy were not as sub- 
stantial as those offered in 
1979 when Egpt and Israel 
signed a peace treaty. The 
two countries today receive 
more than $5 biliiOT in 
direct assistance from tiie 
U.S. 

“We are commined to 
promoting prosperity,” said 
Ms. Spero. “We have main- 
tained our assistance to 
Egy'pt and Israel, but we 
have increased our assis- 
tance to Jordan, and we 
have forgiven $1 billion in 
debL” 

The aid Jordan receives 
from the U.S., she said, is 
on a par with that received 
in Egypt in per capita 
terms. 

"We are trying to get our 
own economic house in 
order.” said Ms. Spero. “In 
reality we can no longer 
depend on a growing assis- 
tance hudgel." 

“T diddle East cannot 
L .-lemaJ assistance — 
the lOute lo growth is 
llirough economic reform, 
deregulation, privatisation 
and the development of 
capital markets.” 


British embassy clerk 
faces charges of fraud 


LONDON (J.T.) — A 
Briti.sh embassy clerk in 
Amman stole hundreds of 
thousands of pounds by 
claiming the pensions of 
dead British military and 
diplomatic staff, said an 
official report Friday, 
according to Agence France 
Pressd (AFP). 

ThiS' . <scarii:i ■ uncovered 
wheir recoriis showedalbss 
of £330,000, was carried 
out by an accountant, for- 
merly employed at the 
Amman embassy, over 
more than 20 years, accord- 
ing to the National Audit 
Office (NAO) report. AFP 
said. 

The alleged swindler was 
named by British newspa- 
pers on Friday as 35-ycar- 
old Elias Zureik. a Joidaa- 
ian, according to AFP. 

An embassy official in 
Amman confinned the 
report and told the Jordan 
Times Friday that the 
British authorities initially 
sought to prevent the inci- 
dent from being publicised. 

Mr. Zureik allegedly 
siphoned off the pensions 
between 196S and 1989, 
and continued to do so even 
after being asked to resign 


from his post at the embassy 
for forging a signature in 
1988, AFP quoted the NAO 
report as saying. 

In three of the ten con- 
finned cases, the pensioners 
had been born In 1897, 1900 
and 1903 resj^rtively. AFP 
said. 

It s^d that because 
BriiainV overseas pensions 
depariinent 'd^s witir pen: 
sions in alphab^cal groups 
name rather than by 
country, the coincidence of 
a relatively large number of 
very old pensioners in one 
location was not immediate- 
ly noticeable. 

According to AFP, Mr. 
Zureik now faces criminal 
charges in Jordan for fraud 
and embezzlement of the 
pensions of tbe dead 
Britons, ^ho had been 
based in ite Middle East. 

He was released on bail in 
February this year but, 
because there is no appro- 
priate oeaty with Jordan, 
bringing him to trial in 
Britain was oot considered 
practical by die Foreign 
Office, which is suing him 
through tbe civil courts. 
AFP said. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

•A service of Remembrance will be held at (be Chorch of 
the Redeemer at 6:00 pan. 

ExmBmoNS 

• Exhibition of works by Zuriefa-based Jordanian artist 
Nabil Sbehadeh at Darat AI Funun, Jabal Wetbdeh. Also 
displaying works by Jordanian artist Mohammad Nas- 
rallafa and works by contemporary artists, until Nov. 13, 

• **Hmeless Weaving and New Creations — Home For- 
nishings and Accessories" at tbe Jordan Crafts Develop- 
ment Centre (AI Aydi), Jabal Amman. Second Circle, 
until Nov. 10. 

• Exhibition of ^'Visual Forms” by Abdul Latif AJ Smoo- 
di at Baladan Art Gallery, Gardens street, until Nov. 15. 

• Works by Maha Abu Gfa<»b at Instituto Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman, until Nov. 16. 

• Photography exhibition **A1 Aqsa Uprisings’* by Khaltd 
AI Zaghawi at Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation, 
Jabal Amman, until Nov. 22. 


The Editor and staff of 
the Jordan Times 

offer sincere condolences 
to their ftiend and colleague 

Jalal AI Azzeh 

over the death of his mother 

Husn Mohammad Othman AI Azzeh 

May she rest in peace 


Kingdom prepares for 
visit of Indonesian leader 


AMMAN (Peira) — Jor- 
danian Ambassador to 
Indonesia Luay Khash- 
man Friday announced 
that Jordan and Indonesia 
will sign three agree- 
ments during Indonesian 
.President Si&^o’s visit 
to Jordan, ‘due,, to /.begjn 


Suharto will hold talks 
with His Majesty King 
Hussein to review region- 
al and intemationai issues 
of common concern. 

Tbe ambassador con- 
ffmied that ministers will 
sign three agreements; 
tbe first regarding invest- 
ment guarantees, tbe sec- 
ond to prevent dual taxa- 
tion and the third regard- 
ing maritime transporta- 
tion between the coun- 
tries. 

Jordan and Indonesia 
maintain strong relations, 
be said, adding that Pres- 
ident Suharto's visit is 
bound to further bolster 
economic and trade ties 
and cover issues, particu- 
larly those covering the 
Non-Aligned Movement 
of which the two coun- 
tries are active members. 

Mr. Khashman 

explained that Amman 
and Jakarta are linked by 
a direct air transport 


state vi^L 



agreernent covering both 
countries* national air- 
lines and making two 
weekly trips. 

He said that the Jordan- 
ian-Indonesian joint eco- 
nomic and trade commit- 
tee has been holding reg- 
jUl^.mgetmgs, to j)rj>mote 
bilateral economic and 
tradelJnks. 

Elucidating upon the 
trade theme, the ambas- 
sador said that Jordan's 
exports of phosphate, 
potash and fertilisers 
have been on tbe inaease 
since 1994 with Jordan 
exporting S38.4 inillion 
worth of these products 
last year and im^rting a 
total of $27.2 million 
worth of Indonesian tim- 
ber. vegetable oil, tex- 
tiles. and clothing. 

Earlier this week, Jor- 
dan and Indonesia ini- 
tialed an agreement on 
maritime tr^port coop- 
eration and announced 
that the agreement will be 
formally signed during 
President Suharto's visit 

The agreement provides 
for exchange of informa- 
tion and technical exper- 
tise as well as the intensi- 
fication of contacts 
between transport-related 
companies and instiru- 
tions in tbe two countries. 

It also specifies for each 


country's provision of 
arrangements for docking 
vessels, preferential treat- 
ment and facilitating pro- 
cedures at their respec- 
tive harbours. 

Mr. Khashman also said 
' tharJordan and Indoneria 
’ri^ed’'i^-*yi^ement'' m 
1989’ proVij^'l for stu- 
dent and,!,,: .'university 
teacher exchanges as well 
as joint cultural activities. 

More than 60 Indone- 
sian students are current- 
ly enrolled at Jordanian 
universities snjdying Ara- 
bic and Islamic law, he 
said. 

In 1988, tbe two coun- 
tries signed a protocol for 
organising cooperation in 
youth, sports and in the 
information field which, 
tbe ambassador said, is 
paving the way for tbe 
two sides to prepare an 
agreement between the 
national news agencies. 

According to Mr. 
Khashman, an Indone- 
sian delegation will visit 
Jordan before the end of 
1996 to formally con- 
clude the agreement 
regarding infonnation 
and other media 
exchanges. 
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A truck lies hair-submer^ed in Hoodwaters near Kakinada. Andhra Pradesh state after a c^’clone lashed India's 
southern coast November 8 . The powerful cyclone may have killed up to 1,000 according to the state's chief min- 
ister, Mitli winds up to 180 kilometres per hour and tidal waves reaching five kilometres inland, destroying 400,000 
homes (Reuters photo) 


India cyclone may have 
killed 1,000 — minister 


HYDERABAD. India (R) — 
A cyclone thai swept through 
low-lying coastland of south- 
ea.si India may have lolled 
more than I.CKXI people. 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minisler Chundrababu Naidu 
said. 

Police in the main town of 
Hyderabad Friday put the 
death toll at at least 310 and 
oftlciuls said the cyclone 
destroved houses, livestock 
and crops. Troops were 
mobilised to help relief work. 

Tidal waves swept up to 
five kilometres inland when 
the cyclone struck late 
\Vedne.^>'. raging for fl\’e 
hours before it moved inland 
and lost power. 

At iLs height the cyclone 
gusted ISO k-ph . 

State government 

spokesman Nageswara Rao 
put the number of homes 
destroved or damaged at 
400.0)0 in the deluge and 
'^lid several thousand people 
were injured. 

.Around 3.5 million people 
live in the fertile Konoseema 
region around the Godavari 
River della south of the port 
of Kakinada which bore the 
full brunt of die storm. The 
area i^ the rice bowl of 


Andhra Pradesh. 

Around two million people 
had been affected by the dis- 
aster. Mr. Rao said. He said 
the minisuy* had not assessed 
on exact death toll “because 
of the inaccessibility of 
places." 

‘The rice bowl of the state 
looks like a burial ground." 
the chief minister said after 
overflying the flooded ureas 
by helicopter Thursday. 

Most p^le were killed by 
flooding, house collapse 6s 
electrocution os gale foree 
winds and heavy rains 
wrecked their mud and thatch 
homes, officials said 

Around 40 people drowned 
when a ferry capsized in the 
Godavari River. Many people 
were crushed by huge 
coconut trees thrown acros.s 
their homes and cars by the 
violent winds. 

Mr. Naidu put a provisional 
estimate on losses in the east 
Godavari district, hit hardest 
by the cyclone, at 20 billion 
rupees ($360 million). 

Many towns and villages in 
the east Godavari are still 
under two or three metres of 
water, district oificials said. 

“It will take at least cme 
more day before the water 


begins to drain." one official 
told Reuters. 

H.S. Brahma, the official 
coordinating relief in 
Hyderabad 200 miles (.320 
km) to the west of Kakinada, 
said more than iOO.ClOO peo- 
ple were being sheltered in 
17S relief camps set up in 
east and west Godavari dis- 
tricts. 

.After the initial dowTipour 
rainfall has decreased 
shuiply. 

"The fiirv' is over. The 
storm crossed Andhra 
Pradesh on Nov. 6 lh nighl 
and thereafter weakened." 
S.C. GoVal a director at 
India's Meteorological 
Depi^ent said 

Chief Minister Naidu 
appealed to Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda to provide 
maximum assistance for the 
relief and rescue operation. 

Ccmimunications and trans- 
port routes to the worst 
affected areas were severely 
disrupted. Toirents of water 
have swept away bridges 
while winds threw trees 
across highways and blew 
down telephone lines. 

Chief Minister Naidu said 
that some areas would be 
without eicctricitv and water 


for a minimum of 15 days. 

Reddy Subramaniom. a tax 
collector in Rajahmundry, 
east Godavari, said thousands 
of livestock had been lost, 
and 230.000 hectares 
(623.000 acres) of rice paddy 
inundated. 

Some* ureas of Kakinada 
were submerged after a tidal 
wave hit the town. “The 
w'uter receded after an hour 
but stayed on in the low-lying 
areas." Mr. Subramaniom 
said. 

Drinking water was being 
brought to coastal villages 
ftttm towns 220 kilometres 
away. Mr. Subramaniom said, 
after the sea water .swamped 
local sources of drinking 
water. 

Andhra Pradesh's flat 
coastline renders it vulnera- 
ble to trcf)ical storms tearing 
in off the bay of Bengal. In 
1977 over lO.()00 people 
were killed by a cyclone that 
drove a tidal wave up to 12 
kilometers inland. 

More recently a cyclone 
killed 120 people in June this 
vear. and %7 pcc^le died in 
1990. 


Milosevic asks U.N. to stay one 
more year in eastern Slavonia 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Yugoslavia has officially 
requested that the mandate of 
the U.N. force in the last 
Serb-held part of Croatia be 
extended by a year, a 
demand backed up by 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic Fru^y. 

Mr. Milosevic met Jacques 
Klein, the head of the U.N. 
Transitional Administration 
in Ea.siem Slavonia 
(UNTAK). in Belgrade to 
discuss the mandate of the 
3.000-strong force which is 
due to expire in January. 

‘The president has a view 
that he feels it (the extension 
of the mandate) .should be a 
full year." Mr. Klein .said 
afterwards. 

**But that's not a decision I 
will moke. Thai will be 
decided by the Security 
Council in consultation with 
the contact group which 
overawes what we arc doing," 
he said. 

The U.N. force wa.s 
deployed in eastern Slavonia 
un^r an agreement between 
Croatia and the rebel Serbs 
last year. Its mandate was for 
an initial period of one year 
which could be renewed for 
a further year if either .side 
reque.sted iL 

Since the area Is due to 
revert to Croatian control 


once the U.N. leaves. Croatia 
is keen to see the force go as 
soon as possible, hence it has 
only agreed to a six month 
extension, although it has 
said it would allow an tnier- 
national monitoring presence 
after that. 

However, the local Serbs 
have asked for the force to 
stay another year, and have 
now been backed up by their 
fellow Serbs in Belgrade. 

Tanjug news agency said 
Friday dial '^fttgoslav envoy 
to the U.N., Vladislav 
Jovunovic, hod sent a letter 
to the Security Council ask- 
ing for the mangle to be 
extended by a year. 

“Yugo.slavia resolutely 
supports the extensiem of the 
mandate of UNTAES until 
January 13, 1998," it quoted 
the letter os .saying. The letter 
said that a shorter mandate 
could tlircuicn regional sta- 
bility and raised Uk prospect 
of a mass exodus of lens of 
thousands of Serbs. It added 
that failing to renew the mon- 
adie by a year could be “a 
serious step back in the over- 
all Dayton peace process." 
Tanjug reported. 

In Zagreb Friday, Foreign 
Ministry Spoke.sman Zeljko 
Trknijec said that Zagreb 
would not comment on 
Yugoslavia's request but 


would wait for the Secunty 
Council to moke its decision. 
Mr. Klein said after the tailu 
with Mr. Milose%4c that this 
decision could be e.xpected 
"in the next week or two/' 

A report by U-N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali was recently submitted 
to the Security Council on 
the issue. 

Douglas Coffman, a U.N. 
spokesman in Vukovar. said 
that Dr. Ghali had recom- 
mended that the mandate be 
extended for six months (o 
July 15. 1997. 

“He said the council may 
also wi.sh to give considera- 
tion to make appropriate 
arrangements for a further 
six-month presence but tl»t 
would be a follow-on mis- 
.sion ... not untacs as it is 
today." Mr. Coffman sold. 

Mr. Klein said Friday that 
while there were “differ- 
ences in terms of the leng^" 
of the mandate "I think 
everyone is looking at a 
year." 

“It Just depends how you 
have it, whether it's a 
UNTAES mandate or some 
other U.N. mandate," he 
said. 

The Serb-held part of east- 
ern Slavonia, which borders 
Sert^ia. covers 4.4 per cent of 
Croatia's territory. 


East Timor calm after 


day of ethnic violence 


JAKARTA. Indonesia (AP) 
— East Umor's capital was 
calm Friday after a day of riot- 
ing that exposed the simmer- 
ing tensions between the 
region’s Christian majority 
and Muslim settlers from the 
Indonesian heaitiand. 

The trouble in Dili started 
during a quarrel when a 19- 
yeur-old l^st Timorese was 
hat^ked with .u knife his 
friend, u Muslim migrant from 
die South Sulawesi province. 

On Friday, the situation was 
normal, U. Cot. Beno 
Kilapon, a local police offi- 
cial. said. Offices. schooLs and 
shops were open and streets 
were bustling with traffic, he 
told the As.sucia(cd Press by 
phone. 

During four hours of rioting. 
East Timorese youths set Are 
to Kiosks owned by South 
Sulawesi migrants — two 
buses and several curs were 
damaged in stone throwing. 


and one person was injured. 

Col, Kilapon said police are 
que.siioning Idris, u 19-year- 
old man who allegedly hacked 
the East Timorese. Ino Cencio 
Ximenus. 

A local reponer who inter- 
viewed Mr. Ximenes at his 
hospital bed said the wounded 
man received stitches on the 
handandhead 

Mr. Ximenes said the quar- 
rel wasihe result of h misun- 
dcistanding ov'er a book Idris 
hod braro'^ from him. 

Indonesia annexed East 
Timor in 1976, a year after 
invading it in the midst of a 
civil WOT surrounding the 
withdrawal of the region's for- 
mer colonial ruler. Portugal. 
Since then, its troops have 
conuutlcd the territory. 

The government also has 
moved thousands of Muslints 
from other parts of Indonesia 
in what it says is an attempt to 
iniegraie the area with the rest 


of the country. 

The resentment against the 
migrants often fuels die peo- 
ple’s long staixhng demand 
for independence, which gtuns 
voice with ullcgutions of 
human rights abuses by 
Indonesian troops. 

Indonesia has refused to 
consider independence or 
even autonomy, but (he .Bast 
Umorese demands receive a 
boost when the region's 
Roman CathoAc Bishop. 
Carlos Belo, and exiled resis- 
tance leader Jose Ramos- 
Horta were named joint recip- 
ients of the Noble Peace Prize 
diis year. 

Tnx^ are already on alert 
to prevent any trouble 
Tues^y. the fifth anniversary 
of the 1991 army massacre of 
(Ho-independence demonstra- 
tors at a cemetery in Dili. The 
government says 50 people 
were killed but human rights 
groups put the toll at 200 . 


Mars space probe heads 
for the red planet 


Conservative bloc set to win Lithuanian parliamentary polls 


CAPE C.AN.AVER.AL. 
Honda iRi — Eanh’s in\a- 
>ion of Mars began 
ThurMJaj as (he lirii nf three 
robot missions lo (he red 
plane! pljimcd ihi^ year 
roared into space. 

N.AS.A's Mars global sur- 
veyor began its 4.i5-million- 
mile ih96-million km). 10 - 
month interplunetury trek to 
.Mars 50 .seconds adcr noon 
EsnlTOO GMTi. 

"We have lift-off of 
N.AS.Vs Mars gloh.il .sur- 
ve>or. as .America begins its 
jounie> buck to (he red plan- 
et." said N.AS A launch com- 
meniaior Bruce 

Buckingham as the probe 
climbed from it> iuiinch pud 
in a burvi of fire and smoke. 

The huge Delta 2 rocket, 
built by McDonnell Douglas 
Corp.. soared aloft one day 
later than planned due to bad 
weather. NAS.A had until 
Nov. 25 to get the probe off 
the launch pad or face a iwo- 
ycur delay until the planets 
were properly aligned. 

Less than an hour after 
liftofT. launch controllers 
and mission scientists burst 
into cheers and applause us 
surveyor separated from the 
rocket's third stage halfway 
around the world off the 
west eoa.st ofAu.stnilia. 

"It's absolute elation." said 
Wesley Huntress. NAS.A 
head of space .science. “The 
spacecraft is apparently on 
its u ay. or\ a good trajectory. 
It couldn't have gone bet- 
ter." 

Tlie one-tonne spacecraft 
WU.N designed and built in 
record time lo replace 
NAS.A's SI billion Mars 
observer probe, which spun 
our of control just days 


before it was due to enter 
orbit around (he red planet in 
1993. Surveyor has identical 
copies of five of the seven 
seiemiflc instruments on its 
ill-fated predecessor, but at 
$215 million i.s much cheap- 
er. 

The probe is due to slip 
into an egg-shaped orbit 
around Mars on Sept. 12. 
1997. It will then lower and 
round otT iLs orbit by dipping 
into the thin Martian atmos- 
phere and using its wing- 
like solar panels as air 
brakes. 

From an altitude of 2.V) 
miles 1 367 km i its telephoto 
camera will see objects on 
the .surface as small as a 
compact cor. By the end of 
one Martian year. 687 earth 
days. 99 per cent of the plan- 
et will have been mapp^ by 
.surveyor's electronic eye. 

Other ins(rument.s will 
determine the composition 
of the Martian surface and 
attempt to detect traces of 
water, an essential ingredi- 
ent for life. 

“We're looking forward to 
a fabulous mission to Mars, 
one in which we will rewrite 
the textbooks about Mans" 
.said Glenn Cunningham, the 
mission director. 

The probe does not carry' 
any instruments that coulil 
directly detect evidence of 
life but it may scout out sites 
for a future robotic mission 
to recover .samples of rock 

Suncyor is the first of 
three spaecerofu two U.S. 
and one Russian, destined 
for the red planet this year. 
In addition. NAS.A plans in 
send pairs of spacecraft lo 
the planet every 26 months 
through the year 2003. 


VILNIUS ».AFP» — Right- 
wing nutiona!isl.^ arc poised 
ro consolidate their crip on 
the new Lithuanian parlia- 
ment in elections .Sunday, 
after the first it»und of vn'i- 
ing la.si month gave them a 
clear lead. 

Of the 141 seats in the 
parliament. 70 were allocat- 
ed by the prop*?nionaI list 
system on Oct. 2ft. and 69 
w’ill he decided by a second 
round of majority con- 
stituency voting Sunday. 

In the r>t>t round last 
month, only two cundidulcs 
were elected in (he seals 
determined by majority 
constituency voting — 


H.AVAN.A iR ! — The Cuban 
government said on Thursday 
it has approved a request by' 
L’.S. television news compa- 
ny Cable News Network 
fCNN) to open a bureau in 
Havana. 

The decision means CNN 
will become the first U.S. 
news in^ganisaiicm in decades 
to be allowed lo have a core- 
spondent in the Cuban capi- 
tal. 

".Approval has been given 
for die establishing of a CNN 
conc-spondeni in Havana and 
at this moment the processes 
for the execution nf this deci- 
sion arc being analysed." 
Foreign Ministry 

Spokeswoman Mariandu 
F^ol said in a slalcincnt. 

But a spokesrrain for CNN 
in .Atlanta ssid ihe time 
Warner Inc.TWX.N News 
suhsidian w ould wait for per- 
mission from the U.S. gov- 
ernment before setting up 
operations on the cnmmunisi- 


Vytautas Landsbergis. the 
founding father nf modern 
Lithuania's independence, 
and Gediminas V'ugnorus, 
who is deputy leader of Mr. 
Landsbergis' Fatherland 
Union. 

Thiny-two of the 70 .seals 
allotted by the proportional 
list system went to the 
Fatherland Union and 1 1 
scats to (heir Christian 
Democrat allies m the first 
round. 

More than a do/cn of the 
remaining 69 scats still lobe 
decided w ill be contested by 
rival candidates from (he 
Con.servative BIrn:. and the 
communists and candidate.s 


nm island due to (he ongoing 
U.S. economic embargo. 

CNN spokesman Steve 
Haworth '«aid CNN hud infor- 
mally sought Cuban govern- 
ment approval more than a 
year ago. and applied to the 
U.S. Treasury Department for 
permission 1a.sl March. 

The 24-hour cable news 
channel was privately noti- 
fied of the Cuban decision in 
August and has since sought 
to expedite matters with the 
U.S. Treasury and St.ilc 
dcpartmenls. 

"With U.S. sanctions 
against Cuba, we still await 
U.S. government ap^voL" 
satd Mr. Hawot^. “Wc 
chcs-ise to be optimistic. But 
we have not had any indica- 
tions yet from the (U.S. ) gov- 
ernment as to when they may 
or may not approve the 
request." 

Ms. Ferriol said that the 
move was not a blanket 
authorisation for any U.S. 


from minor parties will be 
marginalised. 

The Conservative BUk is 
therefore certain to have a 
majority in the new porJiu- 
nient and will form a new 
coalition government, in a 
dramatic reversal nf their 
fortunes in elections four 
years ago. 

"fn I W 2 . we vvere the first 
country in Ea.stcrn Europe 
to sec the Communists 
return to power, but now wc 
arc the first to ou.si them." 
said Sauluis Chaltianis, one 
of the leaders of the 
Fatherland Union, after (he 
first round. 

But Mr. Landsbergis' sup- 


news organisation to open 
offices. .Several U.S. new.s 
organisution.s have pending 
requesLs to he able to open 
bureaux in the Cuban capital. 

“Other requests remain 
under .study." she .said. She 
gave no indication nf whether 
these requests would be 
approved soon. 

Ms. Ferriol added that the 
request from enn had been 
granted in the light of "cordial 
and respectful relations" 
between the Cuban uudrori- 
ties and CNN. 

CNN President Ted Turner 
has met President Fidel 
Castro on several occasions in 
recent years. The network ha.s 
been active in Cuba in (he last 
several years, with frequent 
coverage by a correspondent 
without nfficially having a 
bureau in Havana. 

U.S. news oigunisations 
such as UPi. AP a^ the New 
York Times were closed 
down in Cuba in the 1960s 


porters will have to work 
together with President 
Algirdas Bra/auskas, for- 
mer secretary' of the Soviet- 
era Lithuanian Communist 
Party, who.se mandate runs 
until February 1998. 

The choice of prime min- 
ister will be the first tc.st of 
the new power-sharing 
arrangement. 

On Nov. 3. Mr. 
Land.sbcivi.x said liis party 
would call for the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Vagnorus to the 
pwt. He served as prime 
minister in 1991-1992. 

"We hope that the presi- 
dent will not create obsla- 
cle.s to the nomination of the 


after the two countries broke 
olT diplomatic relation.s and 
the United States enforced an 
cmbaigo on the Island. Cuban 
auihoriitcs, Iwwcvcr. permit 
some joumnli.sLs from U.S. 
news oiganisaiions to visit the 
i.sland. 

President Bill Clinton 
announced in October 1995 
that Washington sought closer 
pcopic-ln-pcopic contact with 
Cuba despite the long-stand- 
ing U.S. economic cmboigo 
agaiast ilic island. He said 
moves In achicv'c thi.s would 
include allowing U.S. news 
organisations to set up 
bureaux in Cuba. 

But this also depended on 
Cuba giving its authorisation. 

A .string of U.S. news media 
represciUatives visited 
Havana after October 1995 to 
a.sscs.s prospects for opening 
up onices. 

Despite die Cuban 
announcement, it was not 
dear wliciher there would he 


prime mini.srcr. but knowing 
his character, he could well 
try." Mr. Chaltianis .said. 

After gaining power four 
years ago. the former com- 
munist Lithuani.'in 

Democratic Labour Party 
tLDDP) saw its popul.'trity 
decline dramatically, and 
the party was widely criti- 
cised for the slowness with 
which economic reforms 
were introduced. 

Mr. Ltmdsbergis. 64. a for- 
mer parliamentury speaker 
and head of slate, is likely to 
accelerate the pace of eco- 
nomic reforms. 


ob.stadcs to CNN opening a 
bureau under new legislation 
tightening the cmbaigo 
approved by Mr Clinton last 
March, the Hclms-Burion 
Law, 

The law allows ihc presi- 
dent to authorise the 
exchange of news bureaux 
with Cuba as long a.s it js fu|]y 
reciprocal, and if the Cuban 
government agrees not to 
interfere with the establish- 
ment of bureaux from any 
U.S.-hascd news groups, 

Cuba is unlikely to grant all 
U.S. news oiganisalions the 
riglii to set up bureaux, espe- 
cially U.S.-govctnmeni fund- 
ed media like Radio and 
Television Marti, which arc 
viewed in Havana as com- 
pletely hostile to the Castro 
government. 

Officials at the U..S. inter- 
ests section in Havana were 
not immediately available for 
commchl on the Cuban deci- 
sion. 


Cuba approves opening of CNN bureau in Havana 


Supermodel 
Schiffer almost 
sucked from plane 


LONDON (R) — German 
Supermodel Claudia 
Schiffer said she was 
almost sucked to her death 
from a private plane when 



AIUIII « wiicil 

a door suddenly burst open 
in mid-air over the 


Caribbean. I sensed my 
life was hanging by 'a [hi« 

thread." the 26-ycar-old , 
model, who was seardiing ,is 2 f)J^ 

over the lesser Antilles for ^ 
calendar photo-shoot loca- ' 
tion.s. told The Sun 


uonu. 

On 

ot ih 


Rwanda. 


Tabloid. “We had just taken 


/aid *;■ 

off when the door next to "ijiicn; oi 
me flew open. I was teni- hub 

fied of being sucked out. 1 1 Oi’H'4 ^ 
clung to the door handle , df fl , f\>r 
with all my strength," ste /[if 


said. “With one band I took 

off my belt and wound it 5)0 

round the handle. I man- 

aged to pull the doorclosed ' jjW- 

Md lie it up. Things like ^ 

this remind you you re , 

mortal." ^ 

Sierre Leone 




prostitutes feared 
drowned at sea 


reop'^ 


were 


FREETOWN fR) — At 
least 19 prostitutes ^ Kuiu niiii”-' 
crammed into a canoe in*"^^un 
search of business were and 
missing and feared ;JjDdan 

drowned off Sierra Leone's b} 3 Tut'i 

capital Freetown after the ! |iii 4 . reniuit) in 
canoe capsized, police ’ aiih Zaireun 
sources said. The prosli- ^^oops. 
tute.s were making for a ^ Jjed n 
cargo vessel and its Korean .^y. 
crew when the accident 
occurred Monday off the jmona 
capital’s harbour, the '’^ljon' How 
source.s added. Prostitutes ha-, e beer, 
frequently make the trip'j^^d meoi- 
acro.ss the bay to anchored than .) 
fishing and cargo vessels, ^ jiJ 
but on this occasion police nyi reach 
said the canoe was over- evjcujied 
crowded. 
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French girls 
chase teachers 
for 13 years 


all’s .sovemiT 


Jilli-Japan'j ne'* 

.. •• la OT off lu : 

.PARIS (R) - Two y<mg 
..French w,qmen were gven 
[wo-ye^ ^pend^ pto 
terms for harassing nK«’s(tMie\edhehad 
fonner sports teachers for ^ jovdiina illeeal" 
13 years, declaring their “ 

love on the tclcplwoe day 
and night and hundog them / 
down when they moved, 

“They were after us from 

morning to evening nmlafeguidinj 

dunng the ni|hL It 

madness, hell, one of Ihe^pdj^^..;^ 

two teachers. PauickartMi^jp^ 

Sansas. told reptHiers after j Rvut. 

*e court hearing 

Toulouse. The court 

told that Corinne Jouannoiz,^y,g^ sarino" •- 

and Patricia Pere, both now 

27. pursued the two in poiiiicc^ 

even after they married. jJJ 
became fathers and moved i ^ ^ 
from Paris lo Toulouse, 

They hired detectives 
track them down, mailed . 

them babies' clothes with ^ 

me.ssages saying they jh 
warned to bear their chil- '->al . 

dren and used a drill to ?c 
break into the home ofone »js 
man. “We were kids when'; 1093 
it started.*' Jouannot lold -^li^ ^'wnip- 

reporters. adding the girls' ‘.t ^ . 
love had now died out. p'ern- 

"Psychologists let f ‘■'?^‘* 

understand that we ruined -Siajiimjv* • 

our life, and theirs." The '^ieK p ; ^ 


party said. 
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called ‘pol 
the LDP ! 
a'oie." the 


"It sugge? 
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TJ 


or 


^si 


court banned them from 
living in the Toulouse 


region. 

Homeless beggEU* 
chosen as Calvin 
Klein model 
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LONDON (R) — A home 
less beggar who deseriL'd 
from the British army is to 
join supcrmndel Kate Mo^s 
on the catwalk after being 
spotted by designer Calvin 
Klein. .“I'm just happy 



have got off the .streete and ^*l'Ppmes 



nches story came true. Mr- J* 

Yates. 25. who bad been in ^Idierx 
prison for deserting rebeu 

the army, was living on the ’ 

■streeis of London when his ._■* of ^ spoke on 
picture appeared in a book 
about the homeless. Mr- i ‘'as km 'J 
Klein saw the piewre “m 1. Li|wJ,.'he u ® 
launched a nationwide 


search for Mr. Yates. "I'd '■ [ehgjj. 


never really heard or''l‘*tro7rv®'hbi 
• 15 


ni 

“ers 


Calvin Klein before ai^ 
certainly never wore his.^TtrJ' 


^Id 

^*shed 


aftershave or boxer shorb-^ ■?' 
said Mr. Yates as a„.^^liconf''^ 

embarked on hi.s f,®'' 

career. 
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Renewed fighting endangers 
starving refugees in Zaire 


GOMA, Zaire (Agencies) 
Renewed fighting has 
bfoken out in eastern 
iiire; where rebels 
declared' a ceasefire this 
weelc, worsening the risks 
for hundreds of thousands 
of rehigees already facing 
starvation and disease. 

Witnesses said they 
b^rd artilleiy fire on 
Tbur^ay evening west of 
lebel-held Goma, a hub 
town on the northern 
shore of Lake Kivu for 
camps which housed more 
^ 2 Si 100,000 Rwandan 
Hutu refugees, many of 
whom have fled. 

The firing was in a 
region 20 kilometres from 
Goma, where returning 
residents who had left die 
towp as rebels battled 
Zairean troops came under 
hie ot^ Wednesday. At 
least 30 people were 
injured. 

The rebels say Rwandan 
extremist Hutu militia- 
men, known as 
InteFabamwe, and soldiers 
of th^ Rwandan former 
army, routed a Tutsi 
hoot in 1994, remain in 
the region with Zairean 
goverment troops. 

The gunfire died down 
later ^ursday. 

Armed Rwandans have 
been U^^g among more 
than, a million Hutu 
refugees who have been 
without food and medi- 
cines for more than a 
weekj after expatriare aid 
wcHkers could not reach 
them and then evacuated 


Goma. 

On Monday, the coordi- 
nator of the rebel alliance 
dominated by Tutsis who 
settled in Zaire from 
Rwanda, Laurent-Desire 
Kabila, announced a uni- 
lateral ceasefire for aid 
workers to help the 
refugees and enable Hums 
who wanted to return to 
Rwanda to do so. 

However, no relief has 
got to the refugees, who 
were said by some wit- 
nesses to be dying in their 
hundreds at sake bay on 
the shore of Lake Kivu 
after being prevented from 
fleeing fiu^r into Zaire 
by hunger and difficult 
volcanic terrain. 

Diplomatic efforts were 
in hand to set up an inter- 
national force to protect 
aid staff and open human- 
itarian corridors in eastern 
Zaire for aid and refugee 
movemeuL 

An Italian diplomat in 
the region said Friday that 
he was negotiating witii 
the Zairean rebels and 
indicated that the United 
Nmions was also doing so 
to get humanitarian aid to 
the refugees. 

“It*s not just we who are 
negotiating, the United 
Nations also needs to 
establish contacts," said 
the Italian ambassador to 
Rwanda, Marcello 
Rigoveri, who is also 
accredited to Burundi and 
Uganda. 

Mr. Rigoveri, asked 
about the arrival in Kigali 


of a cargo plane with 
Italian supplies for tbe 
refugees, said negotirdons 
were under way not only 
with the rebels but with 
Zairean and Rwandan 
authorities. 

U.N. special mediator 
Raymond Chretien 

arrived in Kigali on Friday 
to discuss the **very, very 
urgent question of the 
refogees" with Rwandan 
authorities, whom Zaire 
accuses of backing the 
Tutsi rebels. 

Some 220,000 Hutu 
refugees from Rwanda 
and Burundi and dis- 
placed Zaireans are stiU in 
the region of fiukavu, 
south of Lake Kivu, which 
has also been seized by 
the rebels like Uvira fur- 
ther south, witnesses said 
Friday. 

The rebels are trying to 
set up an administration in 
the three towns, appoint- 
ing “political commis- 
sars” to explain their pur- 
pose, which includes the 
overthrow of President 
Mobum Sese Seko. 

The uprising, in which 
Tutsis have been joined by 
other ethnic groups, hais 
led to smdent protests in 
the capital Kinshasa and 
calls for the resignation of 
Prime Minister Kengo Wa 
Dondo. who is accused of 
failing to give troops the 
resources to crush it. - 

In Bordeaux, French 
President Jacques Chirac 
and British Prime 
Minister J(^ Major 


agreed Friday to "coordi- 
nate their efforts closely" 
in a bid to ease the crisis, a 
joint statement said. 

It said the priority was 
providing humanitarian 
relief, under the umbrellas 
of international o^nisa- 
tions and within the 
framework of the U.N. 
Securi^ Council and the 
European Union. 

Mr. Chirac hoped to 
press Mr. Major to back a 
proposal for a S,(XX)- 
strong military interven- 
tion force in the region. 

Mr. Major said there 
could be "possibly" be a 
British military presence 
but called for talks with 
the Organisation of 
African Unity. "Clearly it 
would be desirable if there 
was a large contingent of 
African troops," he said. 

France on Thursday pre- 
sented a draft resolution to 
the U.N. Security Council 
to seek intervention over a 
two-month period, com- 
bining proposals by l^s 
and Bonn. Troops would 
be allowed to use force in 
self-defence. 

However, several 

Security Council mem- 
bers expressed reserva- 
tions. Some, including tbe 
United States and Britain, 
fear that such intervention 
could end up being perma- 
nent aruf emphasise the 
repatriation of refugees 
instead. 

In Ottawa, the Canadian 
foreign ministry issued a 
statemeut urging the U.N. 


to "deploy a neutral force 
to ensure tbe establish- 
ment of safe humanitarian 
corridors" in eastern 
Zaire. 

^‘Canada is prepared to 
consider bow these corri- 
dors could be protected." 

In Rome, the World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
more than 80,000 duldren 
under the age of three 
could die in eastern Zaire 
in the next three weeks 
unless humanitarian aid 
corridors are opened to 
starving refugees. 

"People are already 
starting to die and we esti- 
mate that by the end of the 
month over 80.000 chil- 
dren under three wiU die.” 
Catherine Bertini, WFP 
executive director told 
Reuters in an interview. 

Ms. Bertini also said 
there was an “absolute, 
immediate need for 
humanitarian corridors to 
be opened and for us to be 
able to move food 
through. 

“Military intervention is 
one solution but the local 
governments could also 
agree to allow this to hap- 
pen and those political 
agreements are not yet in 
place." she said. 

Rwanda has said it is 
opposed to French partici- 
pation in a U.N. humani- 
tarian force to open aid 
corridors for over a mil- 
lion Rwandan and 
Burundian refugees 
trapped in fighting in east- 
ern Zaire. 
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A Zairean student pays his last respects to a student during a funeral ceremo!i> as 
unrest in the capital continues. Students carrying cofllns of two dead colleagues 
flooded the parliament building demanding the fall of part-Tutsi Prime Minister 
Kengo Wa Dondo (Reuters photo) 


;h girls 
3 teachers 
3 years 


Japan’s government has rocky start 


)Iess 
jn as 
mode* 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s new 
govemmeat got off to a 
toi^ sum Biday- wf fh con>- • 
'fob old-fa^, 
mT/fe - > 

Tersai^g he believed he had 
^ done anytiimg illegal" 
over political donations. 

. lo a separate potential dis- 
niptioQ, United Stales 
Aipbassador Walter 

Mdodale announced his 
letirenient guiding ties 
with j^pan Rv tfar^ years. 

O[^)osition pi^tidaas and 
some editorials faulted Prime 
Miiiister Ryutaro 

Hasfaimoto’s choice of main- 
ly veterans to fill his new 20- 
member cabinet, saying it 
.suggested he was tald^ the 
country back to politics as 
usual. . Hiete were also 
ebages of nepotism as three 
nunktera ate relatives of fw- 
ii)erj)cime rninisters. 

For the first time in three 
years,, cabinet members 
cone only from Mr. 
Hasl^oto’s Liberal 

Deinocratic Party (LDP), 
which was thrown out of 
power in 1993 after ccMmip- 
^ don scandals. 

I It caine back to govern- 
ment a year later in a coali- 
timi and in Oct 20 elections 
became the country's biggest 
party but fell 12 seats short 
of a parliamentary majoriiy. 
'*This cabinet will revive 
poik banel politics exercised 
mainly the LDP as well as 
dependence on bureaucrats," 
the- - main (^position 
Shpsfunto (New Frontier) 


patty said. 

Political analysts said-'Che 
eabioet was chosra along the 
'jinetrof thefoia^K)st powt^- 
M LDP fbctioiis;‘with min- 
istries doled dut in propor- 
fioa to ibdr strength. 

*Thc revival of the so 
called 'policy tribes’ within 
the LDP is already notice- 
able," the Japan Times said. 
“It suggests that too many 
senior players in the par^ 
still appear to believe that 
praising politics means 
dividing the spoils." 

Hnaii« Minister Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka, of the LDP's sec- 
ond-largest faction, has five 
of his supporters in cabinet 
posts. 

But Mr. Mitsuzuka had an 
uncomfortable introduction 
when he was asked at two 
separate news conferences 
about possible illegal politi- 
cal donations. He strenuous- 
ly denied any wron^oing. 

The questions were linked 
to the arrest Thursday of a 
Japanese oil products whole- 
saler on suspicion of tax eva- 
sion. 

Junichi Izui, 60, owner of 
the Osalfa -ha.^ oil whole- 
sale company Izui Sekiyu 
Sbokai, was arrested on sus- 
{Hcion of evading 330 mil- 
Uon Yen ($3 million) in tax 
between 1992 and 1994 by 
failing to report income 
rnfnUing some 660 niillitxi 
Yen ($6 million). 

‘l^..zeporte^y had close 
connections with politicians, 
marie political donations and 


purchased tickets for politi- 
cians' fund-raismg-)ptraesi" 
Kyodo news agency repoct- 

A^ted he had.lcay Uriks 
to the trad^, Mr. Mitsuzuka 
said be had met turn at par- 
ties and other functions two 
or three times. 

He did not know if bis 
campaign evganisatioa 
received donations from 
Izui, but said he would look 
into tbe issue. 

"Z believe J have not done 
anything illegal," be said. 

Mr. Mondale’s announce- 
mem that he would step 
down by the end of the year 
ended a tenure in whidi be 
played a key role in settling 
tra^ feuds and repairing, 
security ties. 

Among the most bioer 
feuds was one over car trade 
that took the two nations to 
the brink of a trade war in 
1995. 

Mr. Mondale helped to 
repair security ties frayed by 
tire end of the cold war and 
jolted by resentment at tbe 
U.S. military prercnee on 
Japan's southern island of 
olonawa alter the 1995 rtg}e 
of a schoolgirl by three U.S. 
servicemen there. 

“Mr. Mondale was viewed 
as a skilful statesm^ and 
widely respected," said John 
Neuf^, a political analyst at 
Mitsui Marine Research 
Institute. “The Japanese 
were happy that be was here 
during these rather tense 
tinses," he said. 


iN 
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More fighting erupts in south 
Philippines; death toll hits 94 


lif«? 


Nlr. '““j' ■ 

-or ug/P- . 
if. hl» • 


-TIPO-TIPO, Philippines 
(AP) — The deatii toll in 
alm^ a month of fighting 
m A southern Philippine 
. isla^ has risen to 94 after 
^ :.r^e ujilitaiy d^overed the 
bodies of seven soldiers 
by Muslim rebels, 
...aorumy officer said Friday. 

officer, who spoke ou 
coQdition of anonyimty, 
.said the militar y bas kill^ 
^ ‘guerrillas of the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front 
while JostDg 30 soldiers 
since^'tbe rebels ambushed 
30 ia^y patrol Oct. 15. 

The ' Qiilitaiy launched 
uiasrive operations against 
tiie.f^Is using helicopter 
guoriiips and artillery fol- 
Ibwigg the ambush in a 
remote village of Tipo-Hpo 
On basilan i sland, about 900 
kilometres south of Manila. 


In another ambush early 
this week, seven wounded 
soldiers were captured by 
MILF guerrillas who took 
them away as they retreat- 
ed. The army officer did not 
say when or where their 
bodies were found. 

Tbe MILF is a breakaway 
faction of the main Muslim 
rebel group, the Moro 
National Liberation Front, 
which signed a peace agree- 
ment in September ending a 
quarter-centujy rebellion 
for Muslim self-rule in the 
southern Hiilippines. The 
rebellion claimed more than 
120,000 lives. 

The government has held 
explOTatory falLs with 
MUJF leaders since early 
October, but the fighting 
had threatened plans for for- 
mal peace negotiations. 


The army officer said 
there was fierce fighting in 
the mountain areas of Tipo- 
Tipo Friday, but there were 
no immediate reports of 
casualties. 

Former Tipo-Tipo mayor 
A1 Rashid Sakalahul visited 
a rebel camp recently to 
present a request for a 
cease-fire by Basilan Gov. 
Jerry Salappudiu, but this 
was rejected by rebel com- 
mander Hamsa Sapanton. 

"He even tore tte gover- 
nor’s letter," Mr. Sal^ahul 
said. 

He said the Stanton 
claimed that tbe soldiers 
desecrated a mosque, 
robbed local residents and 
gang-raped a 16-year-old 
Muslim gill. 

The army officer denied 
the charges. 


Blair seeks to follow in Clinton’s footsteps 


LONDON (AFP) — U.S. 
Pnesideae/- Byh>€lLQtoih’s>- le- 
elecdopcte delighteci .•British > 
oppoduoB.Jeadec.Tl^ vJB^ ; 

based his'Ownquest- 
for power in- upcoming elec-' 
ticxis on die model Clinton 
fioeKmned during his 1992 and 
1996 campaigns. 

Mt Blafr's leading spin docs 
tor and confidant, P^er 
Mandelson, paid tribute 
lateTbursday to Mr. Clinton's 
coalition-building which 
helped him to a second tenu in 
tbe White House, and drew 
comparisons witii Mr. Blair’s 
approach in Brit^ 

“What Bill Clinton did was 
to embrace tbe centre ground 
of Aoietican politics and bring 
together a very important cen- 
tre end centie-Iefr coalition and 
that is what Tony Blair has 
been denng in Britain," Mr. 
Mandelson said. 


Tbe parallel between Mr. 
Blair and Mr. Clinton was 
highligheed when 'the Labour 
Party ■ leader * visHed 
Washington earlier this year in 
a bid to polish die image of a 
moderate and centrist leader- 
ship tiiat he sought to {xoject 
into fioanoal circles. 

It was during a previous trip 
across the Ail^c three years 
ago that Mr. Blair first became 
aware of the electoral jirfiiJosO' 
phy of the Clinton team. 

In i 993, Mr. Blair and a fel- 
low moddniser ficMn the 
labour ranks, die parly’s eco- 
nomics spokesman Gordon 
Brown, made their pilgrimage 
to Washington m meet the 
strategists of tbe first demoaat 
election victory in 16 years. 

Up until then, tbe recent 
eleaora] fortunes of the two 
parties had been siinilariy 
uDha|!^. The years of lepuUi- 


can presidencies were almost 
matched by the 14. years that 
I^iout had spent in opfiosf- 
tioa. ■ • ■ ’ 

• The fect-findir^ mission bad 
been partly organised by 
Jonathan Powell political sec- 
retary of the British embassy in 
Washiagtoa. who was 
bewitch^ Mr. Ginlon and 
who has since become Mr. 
Blair's chief of staff. 

Mr. Qinhn's team of advi- 
sors explained at length how 
tbe batde for power been 
played out on cenonl ground. 

By adopting a highly moral 
stance, which had previously 
been the exclusive preserve of 
the republican party, and veis- 
izig the message in plain- 
^leaking terms which struck a 
doid with the middle class 
majority, tbe Clinton team had 
fbi^ a winning tiekeL 

Mr. Blair fou^ that the some 


approach provided the ideal 
packaging for his own sodal 
monUism, itself steq»d in die 
Christian'. 

iraditioit Following in the 
shadow of Mr. Clinton. Mr. 
Blair has himself adopted the 
themes of law and order, 
defence and moral values. 

He has pinned a "new 
labour” label to his party, just 
a& Mr. Clinton sought to pro- 
ject the image of the "new 
democrat” in his 1992 election 
campaign. 

Mr. Blair biographer John 
Renioul said that the Labour 
leader "did not simply trans- 
plant an ideology' from 
America.” 

Instead, he "used the similar- 
ities between the ideas of the 
modernisers on both sides of 
the Atlantic in order to ^ly 
some of the democrats' vivid 
language to a body of ideas 


which he hod largely devcl- 
oped." 

But otie .of the forenk'^ 
dpposiijon pollucl'ans tu lu'-.o 
remained cJok to. die tradiiion 
of socialism in the Luboiir 
Party, Clare Short, has x’oiccc 
scepticism about any misty - 
ey^ adoration of the Clfnii'n 
phenomenon. 

"The soKrolled niodemi.<^rs 
ba\« been creating 
about why Mr. Clinton won. in 
order to try and reshape the 
Labour Party in the way they 
want it to go,” she said in 1993. 

Hardly an eyebrow 'was 
raised when the press 
announced after Mr. Clinton's 
re-election that one of the pres- 
ident's leading jdvisc'vs. 
George Stephanopoukvs. had 
offerrf his sen ices to Lah-.-ur 
as it prepares for elections ilva^ 
must be held here by Mav 
1997. 


Australia bars Gerry 
Adams due to IRA links 


SYDNEY (RJ — Australia 
on Friday barred Sinn Fein 
leader Gerry Adams fitun 
entering the country because 
of his "intimate assodatioo” 
with the Irish Republican 
Anny (IRA). 

Australian Immigration 
Minister Philip Ruddo^ smd 
he had refused Mr. Adams an 
entry visa because he had 
failed to meet the good dtar- 
acier requirements of the 
migration act tiuough his 
IRA association. Sinn Fein is 
the politicai wing of the IRA. 

Mr. Adams, who has never 
visited Australia, had sought 
a visa to promote his aut- 
ography “Before the Dawn” 
later this month. 

“Mr. Adams continues to 
be intimately associated vrith 
the Bovistonal Irish 
R^ublican Army, known as 
the PIRA," Mr. Ruddock said 
at a news conference in 
Sydney. 

‘The PIRA Is an otganisa- 
tion that cootinues to<tjuct 
criminal acts of terrorism and 
bombing.” Mr. Ruddock 
said. this basis, I have 
refused Mr. Adams' applica- 
tion." 

Mr. Ruddock refrised to 
detail what be meant by Mr. 
Adams’ “intimate associa- 
tion'’ or explain why other 
Sein Finn (^dals, sudi as 
executive member Dodie 
McGuiness, have been 
allowed tt> enter Australia. 
He also refused to say what 
Mr. Adams needed to do to 


be acceptable to tbe 
Australian govemmenL 

The Austrian government 
has been concern^ dial Mr. 
Adams did not condemn the 
IRA's resumption of violence 
after the ceasefire breakdown 
on Feb. 9. 

The IRA ended its 17- 
month truce by attacking 
British targets in Britain and 
Germany, then struck in 
Northern Ireland last month 
with an ^tack on Britain’s 
army headquarters. 

Britain and Ireland, in an 
attempt to foige a political 
settlement to 27 years of tbe 
northern Ireland conflict, say 
Sinn Fein cannot rutend 
peace talks until there is a 
new IRA truce. 

Sinn Fein's Dodie 

McGuinness said the deci- 
sion to reftise Mr. Adams a 
visa was “unhelpftiT at a 
time wl^ Mr. Adams and 
Nationalist Social 

Democratic and Labour 
T^rty leader John Hume were 
wod^g to restore the peace 
process in Northern Ireland. 

U.S. President Bill 

Clinton's decision to grant 
Mr. Adams a visa in 1994 
helped lead to the IRA’s 
ceasefire later that year. 

Tt is universally recog- 
nised, even by the Briti^ 
govemmem, that (jeiiy 
Adams has played a central 
role in the search for a peace 
settlement in Ireland," Ms. 
McGuiness said in a state- 
ment released here. 


India’s Miss World protesters 
threaten to take cyanide 


BANGALORE (R) — An 
Indian group threatening mass 
suicide in protest against the 
Miss Vforid Beauty Pageant 
said Friday its members would 
take cyanide pills to dull the 
agony of setting themselves on 
fire. 

'Many are worried al*uut the 
agony of burning. We will 
each have a cyanide pill to 
escs^ tbe agony." KN. 
Sha^kala, the group's leader, 
told Reuters. 

But J.H. Patel chief minister 
of tbe Karnataka state in which 
much of the pageant is due to 
take place, said tight recuriO' 
arrangements at the stadium 
would frustrate the plans of 
Mahila Jagran Samid (forum 
for the awakening of women). 


"It is an empty threat," he 
said. “Police take care of 
those elements. The show will 
go on.” 

Bangalore police plan a mas- 
sive security operation involv- 
ing more than 1 2.C00 officers 
to safeguard the No\'. 23 e\*enL 
w'hich drew an estimated tele- 
vision audience of two billion 
%'iewers last year. 

The contest has dranTr fire 
since one of India's most pop- 
ular film stars, Amiiabh 
Bacbchan. announced he Itud 
secured the righis to hold it 
India for the first lime. 

Shashikala said the group 
had abandoned earlier plans to 
have one member per day set 
herself on fire, saying they 
wanted to presen-e their 15- 


suong suicide squad for the 
final e\ent, the crowming cere- 
mony. Shoshikalu saiJ. 

"We have to live to thw.'irt 
the final event." she .s.-iid. "We 
will sneak inlu the siauium and 
bum oupiclves. We h.'ive 
already bouglii lickeLs." she 
said. 

It has also been holly 
opposed by die Hindu 
Nationalist Bhoraiiva J:u?ata 
Parly as well ,xn the ’^latc 'arm- 
ers' association, w hich has 
attacked the American ■a.st- 
food outlet Keniucky Fried 
Chicken and other wcslcns 
mukinadonui finns. Tlte 
protesLs prompled ihe orgaiiis- 
ers to shift the pagcuni'> swim- 
suit competition to the Indian 
Ocean's .Seychelles islands. 


Australian contracts new virus from bat 


BRISBANE (R) — An 
Australian woman scratched 
by a fruit btu was seriously ill 
in hospital Friday after being 
diagnosed with a new type of 
rabies-related virus. 

It was the first known case 
of a person contracting the 
yet unnamed virus, which 
belongs to the iyssavirus 
group which includ^ rabies, 
Que^land’s State Chief 
Health (Officer Dr Diana 
Lange said Friday. 

The new virus was firat 
identified earlier this year 
during a survey of native 
Australian friuna to search for 
the equine morbiiUvirus, 


which killed Queen.<«laDd 
horse trainer Vic Rail and 14 
horses in September 1994. 
said Dr. Lange. 

The 39-year-old unidenti- 
fied woman, w'ho belongs to 
a voluntary group that cures 
for sick animals, was admit- 
ted to die Royal Brisbane 
Hospital Saturday, ,she said. 

The woman was suffering 
the symptoms of ence{^alitls, 
a potentially fatal infection of 
the brain which causes vomit- 
ing, headache and fever. Dr. 
L^ge said. 

Australian Health Minister 
Michael Wooldridge Friday 
issued a warning uiging peo- 


ple who might be >cra!clted 
or binen by frjii bats ro seek 
uigeni medical anentiou. 

Bui he added the lyssiu irus 
group presented a very low 
public health risk in i^ies- 
free Australia. 

"Although a new finding, ii 
is likely this new virus stritin 
has been preseni in Australia;] 
bat populations for tl]oiLsand.s 
of years." Mr. Wooldridge 
said. 

The Queensland Heaii!] 
Department said other strain.s 
of lyssavirus are present in 
European bats and rare faiaji- 
lies had been recorded after 
bites. 
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page turned 


i eflccls the toU'rance and benevo- 
cljaractci i'i •:) Ins nik*. His 
‘ v '. : ^::.ssc‘i !2 u’slvrda\ psirdniied Islamist 

s.c'illi SiibeilaL 

The iniprisunment nf Shbeiiat in March came in 
i '-‘^>l‘.'incitt;itinn of the la%v and by orders of the 
f.-i :‘i i ih::t roiiiid him guilty of slandering the King. 

release came as a result of the forgiveness which 
Ki’fg Hussein has nITered many a political oppo- 
r.ent. Shheiiat himself was released under a general 
;;p:nes(\ issued by the King three years ago after 
i'-eing sentenced to 20 years of imprisonment when 
!:ev:is found guilty of sedition. 

Tins practice of the King has been the hallmark of 
' I'lis sovereign rule since he assumed his powers in 
l‘v.- early 1950s. 

.Mirdun and its laws do not punish opposition and 
psilhical opponents. The country is w'orking hard on 
iiinlding a democracy which can become a model 
' for others in the region to emulate. But abidance by 
; tile law is the only guarantee that democracy does 
. not deteriorate into chaos. Many political groups 
that share Shbeiiat his opposition to the peace 
treaty and to other government policies have been 
expressing their opposition through legal and con- 
stilutinnai means. Tiiat is a practice that should be 
encouraged because It can only benefit the country 
anti its democrutisatinn process. But illegal opposi- 
iMin. especiully that which touches on the King who 
has become a sy mbol for all Jordanians, cannot be 
tolerated and can only bring the country unneces- 
sary harms and tension. 

It is true that the past few years have witnessed a 
certain degree of tension in the Kingdom's political 
'life. 'But It is equally true that significant strides 
''''ifnve bedhJ-nrade 'in the field of poUtiesd reform, 
•t.aws pwmUting political pluralism and more pn^ 
j]^cduin.V)'hiive been passed, and a centre for the 
study of freedom, democracy and human rights is 
being set up to enhance the process of democratisa- 
tion. 

The tension in political life was prompted by the 
confusion brought by the peace process and the 
peace treaty between Jordan and Israel. That ten- 
sion should not be allowed to explode and ail efforts 
should be aimed at containing it and restricting it to 
•H.‘i9cerul. legal and constitutional channels. 

While other Islamists and opposition figures were 
able (<t accommodate the new reality of peace with- 
out sacrificing their basic premise for opposing it. 
others, like Shbeiiat. went as far as turning the 
irroir into a personal one. For that he was tried in 
::?cordance with the Constitution and the law of 
:be land. 

In his persistent quest to introduce democracy to 
Jordan and to rid the Middle Fast from ail forms 
rf conflict, the King has been steering .Iordan, 
internally and CNternaily. with utmost care and 
^ igil. His acumen was not matched h\ equal, or rcl- 
ati\c. understanding at both the state and peoples* 
Je%e(s. While democracy. Introduced with vigour in 
■ ;i 7 .- -1 'utre freedom of action and expres- 

turnabout to 


nS' political squabbling and 
• '*? convening of the ordinary session i»f 
' (i\. (he King's mote to pardon 
::e::s5:rev ir.e co-.ernment is 
.. . soon to ease jJOiilicai tension are 
:•] ^ (lea:' the atmosphere and ensure a more 
V iviutionship between the government and 

s'.re oyipoMiion. That in turn should enable the gov- 
criir.tent .'md Parliament to cooperate in p:Lvsing 
'!'•' -Ti'ieh-f^jlaxed and urgent laws needed to c<im- 
> :?''"lom's economic reforms and create 
' .:.te Vc- iuore reforms in the political arena. 

: 'V."'V lire coFiditions from whicli Jordan will bene- 
‘I'l a** it keeps turning new pages in its pursuit «if a 
*' .'tCer life for all .iordanian.s. 


AR.\BIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ISRAlLI president E7.L*r Woi/nian's visit to Jordan 
rr.- onic .! .snoihcr cliiincc lor His Majesty King Hussein 
' ’ T !■’ thj Kneli pvople Jonon- 

. i • ' ■ •I 'l.TnonaMoij piir-ue the path of 

.... :• Kii’: \r;.i'iv i.l.iil;'.. In hrs talk.s 

. ...-I. ; ai die pjess conference 

:1k- Kiny cn'iph.isiscd liie need for a eomprehen- 
%i\.e peace to he cMabiislied along all the Israeii-Aruh 
tracks so that peace can be durable and just, said the 
For Iiis part, the president of the slate of Israel 
joined the King in his hopes that the peace process will 
he crowned with success, thus backing H\s Majesty's 
\ieus and aspimtions .md echoing his message lo the 
I'racli society, acconiinc tn the paper. The two icitders' 
niessjcc. siiiJ the p<ipcr. ntcant that no peace on any 
i .- / :r..ci; c.i:; he -.‘d tliriut'.:h force, ille- 


. |V. .. .' jT»s'c*. kjs V- ili'ie--"ed 

.c.o aji ob'-taele due to the 

go^crilmell!'^ intransigence and its ongoing 
I drive n\iiidaiso the Arab city with all its holy shrines. 


Clinton’s reelection is a positive development if, 


J-OUIW 


for the Middle East peace process 


V Talf- 


• ifr 

a w**' • 




,;r were tois 


JORDAN H.AS every reason to be glad that Bill Clinton 
was reelected president of the United States. Another four 
years of Clinton White House definitely has strongly pos- 
itive points for Jordan, both on the bilateral from and in the 
context of the Middle East peace process. 

His Majesty King Hussein's description of Mr. Clinton 
as a honourable man w'hom he has known for years comes 
from a very solid base of bilateral ties that were given new 
dimensions in the 13 meetings the King had with the U.S. 
pre.sident in Jordon, in the Middle Ea.si and at the While 
House. 

If he knows anything about the Middle East, then 
President Clinton is most closely familiar with Jordan and 
the Kingdom's comniiiment to moderation and democra- 
cy. not to mention peace in the region. It is doubtful 
w'heiher this could be said about any other country in the 
Middle East, including Washington's closest ally Israel. 

Indeed, one might ask: If that is the case, why isn't 
Jordan gening any .subsianiiai financial aid from the U.S.? 
Part of The answer could be the trouble that Mr. Clinton has 
had with the U.S. Congress for the pa.si two years and 
another port could be the generally declining level of 
.American foreign as.sistance. And we cannot hope for any 
sizeable outright financial aid from the U.S.. given the 
Republican-control of Congre.ss against the Democrat 
White House. 

Having said that, however, we cannot overlook the 
strong role the U.S. has been playing in support of Jordan 
at various intemarionoJ forums and governments, os well 


as within the U.S. business community, with a view to 
bringing about natural growth to the Jordanian economy 
rather than superficial economic aid. 

During the Clinton White House so far, Jordanian- 
American relation.s have developed progressively, and it 
can be said that Amman and Wa.shington have found in 
each other reliable partners. And there is every reason to 
believe that the ties would be coiuolidated further during 
the new Clinton term. 

On the peace fronL it could be argued that the defeat of 
Robert Dole was more positive to the Arab.s in the .scn.se 
that a Dole presidency would only have strengthened the 
“anogance of power" ihai Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has been displaying since coming to 
power in May, 

We cannot forget that the only country that Mr. Dole vis- 
ited in the Middle Ea.st after announcing his candidacy to 
seek presidency was Israel. That, coupled with his public 
promise and .subsequent campaign to nreognise Jeru.salem 
as the “eternal and indivisible capital" of the Jewish stare 
and to move the U.S. embassy to (he occupied city, spoke 
volumes about where Mr. Dole's sympathies lie in the 
Middle EasL 

On the other hand, and within the context of the peace 
process, we are relieved on several counts by the reelec- 
tion of Mr. Clinton. First of all. we have a U.S. president 
who do'cs not have to Icam the ABCs of the Middle East 
peace process: thus, there need not be a break in the U.S. 
involvement in the process (as the ca.se would have been. 


had Mr. Dole won the race and sought to bring, in new 
faces into the administration — a process that would have 
taken at least six to nine months). 

The incumbent president is fully brieied on Middle 
Eastern politics, the .Arab and Israeli positiorK and the veiy 
basis of the Arab-Zioni.si .struggle. 

Regardless of the ups and downs that the ^ce prwess 
has been through, it is quite clear that President Clinton 
brought in some measure of balance over the years to the 
American involvement in the Middle East. Of course, that 
measure is not quite up to the Arab expectations, but then 
a U.S. president ha.s to live with the political realities with- 
in the U.S. and has to consider his own political future. 

Again, it is in ihi.s context that we see another very pos- 
itive factor: Mr. Clinton does not have to cave in to the 
political dictates of his ftjiure and another term in office 
while dealing with key issues, such as the Middle East 
peace process. While it is difficult to envisage Mr. Clinton 
“twisting'* the Israeli arm or “whipping Mr. Netanyahu, 
wc could expect the U.S. pre.sident to be a lot more force- 
ful in to’ing to convince Israel that a just and comprehen- 
sive solution to the Middle East conflict should essential- 
ly be ba.scd on international legitimacy. 

Of course, a lot will also depend on the new team that 
Mr. Clinton will pick to guide his administration. So. for 
the moment, wc have to wait for the appointments to be 
made and then judge the real chances of progress in the 
process based on recognition of Arab rights. 
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Is Clinton moving right? 


Bv Lamis .Andoni 


BOSTON — The elections 
are over. But few days after 
the results were announced 
Americans are still undecid- 
ed over who really won. 
More specifically. ’ which 
“ideology" of the two clash- 
ing parties — the 
Democratic and the 
Republican — hus really 
prevailed. 

With a Democratic presi- 
dent and a Republican-con- 
trolled Concress it seem.s (u 


many that it is premature to 
assess which direction 
America is taking. The 
biggest question, relevant to 
American lives here, 
revolves, however, around 
the future of the welfare 
Slate and poliiical liberalism 
— especially that the elec- 
tions showed foreign policy 
docs not seem lo figure high 
in the concerns of ordinary 
Americans. 

in the annals of the 
IntemeL which have been 
deluged with comments by 


ordinary Americans, and the 
world of political pundits 
alike. Americans are pon- 
dering over the course the 
elections will take them into 
as they cross into the 21st 
centuiy. At the heart of the 
debate i.s whether the idea 
of combining political 
democracy with at lea.st a 
minimum level of social 
justice (or economic 
democracy) is workable in. 
America. 

The question that appears 
to underscore the ongoing 


debate is whether the elec- 
tions put an end to political 
liberalism and the welfare 
state. 

in other words, has the 
U.S. taken a new shift to the 
right'.’ This particular que.s- 
tion bears special impor- 
tance .since many now feel 
that the Democratic Party 
has itself switched to more 
conservative policies, leav- 
ing many self-described lib- 
erals protesting on he air- 
waves and cyberspace about 
whatever happened to liber- 


al America os they expect 
the reeleclion president to 
bow to the conservative 
Congress. 

Some analysts now .say 
that with the threat of com- 
munism out of the way. 
American leaders do not 
believe that there i.s need for 
the social safety net that 
welfare spending provided 
as a buffer against social 
turmoil and communist 
idco.s. 

Supporters of President 
Bill Clinton disagree. They 
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argue that his triumph will 

arrest America's slide .:i'n>'--ncea 

toward social and economic lo .:'KT;minatu 
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Clinton, a witness to the 
Arab-Israeli peace accords, is expected 
to help see them implemented 


LETTERS 

Understanding democracy- 


To the Editor: 


Reviewed by 
Elia Nasrallah 


I THE REELECTION of 
i Bill Clintiin fnr a second 
j term a.-s president of the 
United Slates was an i*«suc 
that figured prominently in 
the local press, which also 
discussed the Arah-isrieli 
conflicr and Palestine, in 
addition tu domestic issues, 
j The reeleclion of 
i President Clinton Is a caus-e 
I nf <ui'faji!on for the .Ar.ihs 
1 because the president is 
I knows well :l‘.c dekuN ot 
I the .Arab-Nracli conflict 
I and is expected to finish the 
; Job •'•f helping the Middle 
E.N: peace. 

' ''.-iid Riinawi. a 

j writer for .Al Ra'i dails. 

I The Arabs expect Mr. 

I Chnfi.m ro stop c*mdoning 
i N.raer' itlecal measures 
1 ,ind disregard ;o the i.'..*'s. 

I resolutions jnd its \iola- 
j tsnns of i’ne mtcrnationjl 
I laws and to :urn his aticn- 
I tiort towards addressing 
I ihis chronic issue, he said, 
j n:e writer also stressed 
; tlse need !\ir ihe .Arabs m 
' seek intcrnarional backing 
for their tegitimatc rights 
and ensure that the 
Europeans d'."' not substitute 
i the .Americans in the peace 
pnice.ss bui rather comple- 
metu Wishington's mission 
so as to ensure Mr. 
Clinton's continued dedica- 
tion to this rmpiirtant task. 

Hamadch Faraaneh. a 
writer f«T .M Dustnu.'. said 
ihe Arab's should -ot expo :i 
.' ;>•;«; rvwcr-;ii o? 'onenc. • 
policies in the Middle 
region o*-ernighi. following 
Mr. Clinton's reelection fnr 
a second term in office. 

It is inie that the Clinton 
administration is not quite 
happy with the Netanyahu 
government's practices .^^d 
that Mr. Clinton had openly 
supported the leader of the 
Labour Shimon 

?jra*. >e: or.o ii.is to 

• ‘‘.'.c Jcv.s 

.• ..-gt over 

'ir.Kf.citr. p.f.ietes in the 
U..S. Congress, said the 
wntef. 

He sjid that President 


Clinton wa.s witness to the 
.Arab-Israeli peace accords 
and he is expected to help 
see them implumcnled. but 
the .Arabs have l«.i take the 
initiative and continue to 
rally inlcmulinnal support 
for their just causes. He 
said that the Palestinians 
h.tvc taken the right steps 
and won many friends 
while the lsr.iclis feel con- 
tintiiiliy iMil:ilcd. and fur- 
ther efforts hu\c to be made 
to ensure a final and suc- 
cessful outcome of the 
prouce prt>cess. 

The United .Stuie.s is mM 
to he considered as j mere 
mediator in ihe.Arab-I.sraeli 
pe.ice process, but rather as 
a partner in the building of 
peace bet'ween the two 
sides, said Hussein Abu 
Rumman, a writer for AI 
Ra'i daily. 

Under the Clinton admin- 
istration's <^cond term, 
said the writer, the Arabs 
expect from Washinglati to 
exercise real pressure on 
the Israeli government to 
force it carry out the peace 
agreement.^ with the 
Palestinians. stop the 
Jewish settlement pro- 
grammes and honour its 
peace commitments, he 
said. Wc feel that the bull is 
now in the .American court 
and the Arabs ought to link 
their readiness to pursue 
ihe negotiations w ith Israel 
with Washington's clear 
and open pledge to secure 
Israel's abidance by the 
rules that 'would hnng 

about a genuine and lasting 

pc.^cc. said the writer. 

Ibrahim .A) Ahsi. a writer 
for.AI Ra t. predicted that a 
war would break out soon 
between Israel and Syria, 
saying that the Israelis have 
been preparing for a new 
aggression for a long time. 

'The writer said that Israel 
would firs! prepare for a 
scenario (o pave the ground 
for ihe coming .mack on 
Syria wlisch has provcdttt* 
be an aJoiTriipi opponeiU to 
the Je-Atsh slate's expan- 
sionist dreams in this 
region. Syria has been 
determined to hold on in it.s 


righLs and doe.s not accept 
any formula other than (lie 
exchange of land for peace, 
demanding that Israel with- 
draw from all the lands 
occupied .since 1967. said 
the writer. 

In the writer's view, 
israel's expansionist nature 
and aggressive attitude do 
not tolerate such a persis- 
tent .stand like Syria's, and 
therefore the only way om 
is to w.ige war on the Arab 
country and force it to 
accept Its terms for a settle- 
ment. But, warned the 
wTiier. Israel is expected tu 
pay a high price for such a 
milii.-iry adventure, unlike 
in he previous Arab-lsracii 
conflicts. 

Dwelling on the same 
topic. Hamadch Foraanch. 
a writer for AI Dustour. 
said (hat (he prcviou.s con- 
fiict.s in the Middle East 
proved that Israel cannot 
wage war on the Arabs 
without help from dve 
Wc'»tem countries. 

In the 1956 aggression on 
Egypt. Israel wa.s helped by 
Bntain and France: in the 
1967 war. Israel coordinat- 
ed its Steps with 
Washington and in its I9S2 
war on l,cbanon. the Israeli 
move was blc.sscd by the 
United States, according to 
the writer. 

Despite their military 
vupenority, the Ijracliv 
never lacked the backing of 
the Wcstcni nations during 
their previous aggressions, 
he added. But itw picture 
uxiay IS ditfercm from the 
past, as the Palestinians and 
the Arabs have won (he 
.sympathy and solidarity of 
many nations, including the 
Western countries them- 
selves and. therefore, the 
sabre rattling and the 
pounding of war drums 
cannot and will not help 
Israel escape from facing 
(he moment of truth that it 
has Lo end its nccuputicm of 
’ ;\r;ih lands •• 

Muh.imin.td Qariouti, a 
wnlcr lor A! Ra i, urged the 
Arabs states which have 
made peace with Israel to 
stand firm togetiier in the 


face of Mr. Netanyahu'.s 
challenge to peace and 
refuse to deal with the 
Jewish state unless and 
until it commits itself tn the 
implementation of the 
peace accords reached with 
the Palestinians. 

The writer said that what 
is happening in Hebron is 
bound lo lead to a catastro- 
phe .ind blow up (he whole 
peace process because it is 
clear that the Isracli.s are 
hacking Ihe existence of 
400 Zionist .settlers in the 
.Arab city at the expense of 
2.^0.000 Arab inhabitants. 

He said that the Isracli.s 
should not he allowed to 
pursue their illegal moves 
and Ihe Arab countrie.s can 
and must exercise pre.s.sure 
on the Israeli government 
to iinplemcm the Oslo 
agrecmeni concerning the 
Arab town whose inhabi- 
tants continue to face the 
atrocities of (he occupation 
forces. 

Mohammad Daoud. a 
writer fur Al Dusiour. di.v- 
cu.sscd the government's 
ongoing drive lo privatise 
public institutions to enable 
(hem to operate on com* 
merci.ii basis and .said that 
privafisjtittn docs nol nec- 
essarily mean automatic 
success. 

It is noticed that the insti- 
tutions that arc being priva- 
tised arc among the suc- 
cessful ones in Jordan and 
all they need is reorgani.sa- 
tu»n and modernisation of 

munagerncm. 

The writer said that there 
was no need for privatising 
the successful cntiiie.s bm 
ralhor iliose which face 
failure and whose inanage- 
mcnis arc not capable to 
cater to the needs of the 
nH*dcm developments in 
Ihc markel. The writer said 
that it is a w,n.ste of funds, 
lime and cllon to privuti.se 
liw suuee.ssful entities, but 
.it would be a more prof- 
itable enterprise if the gov- 
ernnwm turned iis auemion 
to those in.siitution.s which 
have proved to be a liabili- 
ty lo the counlrv. 


THE DECISION to introduce Christian religion educa- 
tion into government schools proves that we, 
Jordanians, are reaping the fruits of democratic 
reforms. 

The government has made democratic moves; now ii 
is our turn, as citizens, to practice and enjoy the demo- 
cratic reforms. We need lo understand and transact 
within the perimeters of democracy. We need to respect 
the views of others, in the framework of public free- 
doms which wc are now enjoying. 

Democratic reform requires continued education for 
all. Thus one should reach a point where one knows 
what his^er rights and obligations are under a democ- 
racy. 

piscus.sion.s should addre.s.s many particulars and deal 
with them through a national debate. Such a debate 
.should use cither JTV or the national press as venue.s. 

Some points to be debuted could be identified: intro- 
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ducing the concept tif democracy thnnigh the national 1 


educational system — schools should focus more on ■’ senerjii.. 
educating the young generations on how to deal with j « 4fcl>eiie'. 
the new freedoms, to respect themselves and respect ‘ 

others: educational or informative seminars/lecm- '>'ii 3l(h.,.u..|i & 
res/wnrk.shops could be arranged to help acquaint pco- • prj', 
pie with the meaning of democracy; have members of -'‘l!iiinj„g 
Parliament interact with their con.stitucncies and thus ‘' ■md.ither 
make sure democracy is applied correctly. ^ 

^ A good friend »M' mine, a lawyer, sharply observed: x ' 

“People must learn about demucracy during their infant ' Tr.niir = 

year.s. While an infant i.s beinc breast fed, democracy ' .Vitu;, 
must be nourished into hi.s.Tier intellect a.s well." s... 

Wc .still have 3 long way to go before enjoying demo- • 
cratic affirmation. But one thing is clear; admiration .j.^r 
and respect must be paid our nation on its way towards ^ 

uncompromi.sing practice of dcmocracv. • d .. 
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Spikes in parks 


To the Editor: 


I AM nine years old and have been meaning to w-rile lo 
you for a long time. 

l am very happy about all the parks that have been 
built around Amman. Children in this citv really need 
places to play. Rccenily. a park was made near where I 
live, next to the King Hussein Medical Centre, in the 
Judaweel ncighbourh<H>d. I do not like it at all because 
there is no play area and it has a very dangerous fence 
around it. The fence i.s dangerous becau.se it i.s made 
out of sh;^ me^ spikes ;ind they are right at the level 
where a child might fail on them. Every day 1 sec chil- 
dren riding their bikes near these spikes. Soon someone 
will have a very bad accident that might kill them. 
WhMver is m charge of park fences should ban this 
kind from Jordon and the world. 
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Daniel Robert Linfleld. 

Amman. 


Vic Jordan Times welcnmcs letters tifid conlribiuions 
from readers on any .uthjecr ihev whh to tackle. 
Letters intended for puhlicatinn, however, should can- 
tain the writers Jujl name and preferably address as 
wel . Names cem be withheld only upon reaitest and 
imdv^peaal nraim.st<mccs. Utters an subject to edit- 
ing. Vw newspaper u not rc.Kprmsihle for the return of 
unu.sed manuscripts. 
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T^^ban intensify 
prayer roundups 
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Kj^UL (AFP) — Tale- 
lighters armed with 
madiine guns and lengths 
of bose-pipe on Friday 
3 ppmed to intensify their 
^tciy drive ' to force 
Katol residents into the 
city’s :inain mosque, wit- 
nesses said. 

The stepped up effort 
came exactly six weeks 
after the Islamic warriors 
tejrst into -the city, toppling 
the government of Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabhani 
and imposmg strict Islamic 
rule here. 

“For some reason they 
seem to have got serious 
again .this week about mak- 
ing people offer prayers in 
inos^,” student Sayed 
A^said. 

“There was no violence, 
but diem was certainly 
mc^ pr^ure than in the 
past few weeks, although it 
was not as strong as on the 
first Friday after the Tale- 
ban arrived here,*' he 
added. 

About 20 fighters 
patrolled the streets near 
die battered capital's main 
Pul-o-Khisri mosque ahead 
of Friday prayers in the 
domed 18th century build- 
ing, prodding and some- 
times dragging passers-by 
inside, pne filter dragged 
an old man into the mosque 
by his beard after be resist- 
ed dte order to offer 
prayers, while a handi- 
capped man who was being 
pushed through the streets 


on a cart was also ordered 
inside. 

Other pedestrians' and 
motorists were herded into 
the building as they passed 
or were told to leave their 
vehicles or market stalls to 
attend the prayers session. ; 

The scene contrasted with 
that of the previous four 
weeks when the Taleban 
relaxed the armed patrols, 
while most Kabulis stayed 
at home during the mid^y 
prayer period to avoid 
being forced to pray. 

The United Nations spe- 
cial investigator on vio- 
lence against women 
expressed concern on Fri- 
day over reports of the 
Taleban movement abusing 
and even arracking Afghan 
girls and women. 

Radhika Coomaraswamy, 
a Sri Lankan lawyer, 
urgently appealed to Mul- 
lah Mohammad Omar, 
leader of the supreme coun- 
cil of the Taleban move- 
ment, to **reinstate respect 
for human rights of 
women’' by lifting its ban 
on women's participation 
in society. 

The Theban, who seized 
Kabul on Sept. 27, demand 
that their strict version of 
Islamic law be imposed 
throughout the country. The 
U.N. Security Council has 
denounced what it called 
discrimination against girls 
and women, who have been 
forbidden to work or attend 
schools and universities. 



Seminar analyses 
Arab-Israel relations 


Taleban mililiainen use a whip to force locals to attend Friday prayers at the Pole-e-Khesbti mosque in central Kabul (Reuters 
photo) 

Kabariti pledges to support refugee camp services 


HUSN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti lold residents of 
Azmi Mufti Palestinian 
refugee camp near Hu.<;n 
that those Pale.stinions Jiv- 
ing in Jordan and looking 
forward to returning to their 
homeland can continue to 
contribute to the country's 
development. 

While on a visit to the 
camp in northern Jordan 


Thursday. Mr Kabariti said 
that all Jordanians, regard- 
less of their origin, live in 
equality and freedom, are 
the foundation of strong 
national unity under the 
Hashemite umbrella and 
will continue to build the 
nation together. 

He stressed that this unity 
is sacred, and as such, the 
government would not hes- 
itate to deal firmly with 
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— the opposition operates freely 

in political pardes. Parliament, 
the press and the profnsional 
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involved in terrorist acts or 
instigate violence. If thty com- 
mit such acts, then they are 
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'^uapii the claims of torture are base- 
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don of the criminal code's 

7,^ rules of procedure even before 
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the Lower House of Pariia- 
oent’s Freedoms Commit- 
lee),*' said Minister of Justice 
aniniJ Dnghmr in the report. “We 
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[hat ^ relatives of certain 
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The government maintains 
that not allowing detainees to 
see their lawyers before trial 
lacks precision and objectivity. 
The prosecutor general should 

— before questioning the 
defendant — ask him/her > 

defendant dqes not toye the' 
right to reprbeiirhini^I&her- 
self then the court automati- 
cally appoints a lawyer, partic- 
ularly when the defendant 
refuses to appoint one or is 
proved unable to afford one. 

Ari)itrajry interference with 
privacy, family, borne or 
correspondence 

According to the State 
Department report, the author- 
ities generally respect consti- 
nitional prohibitions of such 
practices. In most cases, police 
must obtain a warrant from the 
prosecutor general or a judge 
before conducting searches. 
However, in security cases 
authorities sometimes — in 
violation of the law — obtain 
warrants retroactively or 
obtain pre-approved warrants. 
Security officers reportedly 
monitor telephones, read cor- 
respondence, and engage in 
surveillance of persons who 
allegedly pose a threat to the 
regime. While these practices 
are not believed to be wide- 
spread. the law permits them if 
tte govemment obtains a coun 
order. 

The accusations are baseless, 
the government says. Tele- 
phone calls are private matters 
and so is correspiondence 
unless the independent judicial 
authority allows interception 
when investigating a crime. 
All trials have been carried out 
in accordance with the rules of 
procedure of the criminal code 

— a law that is modem and is 
originally ba.sed on French and 
Belgian related laws. The law 
permits the prosecution gener- 
al to take certain measures in 
order to collect evidence on 
criminals. Security forces can- 
not violate the law. 

lYeedMn of speech and 
press 

Although the report pointed 
to the fact that ciuzen.s gener- 
ally do not hesitate to openly 
criticise the govemmenL it 
said that the Press and Publica- 
tions Law of 1 993 has certain 
limitations in maners related 
to freedom of the press. It 
restricts the coverage of 10 
subjects, most notably the 
amy, the Royal family, and 
the value of the currency, the 
report said, pointing also to 
complaints by journalists 
about the requirement that 
“they must join the govem- 
meoi-sponsored Jordan Press 
Association." 

“In 1995, the courts heard 
approximately 20 cases related 


uns to freedom of the pre.sR. in b\'o 
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^ ral to court The Press and 
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most modem in the world, the 
government eJainu. In addi- 
tion, opposition newspapers 
:aie outnumber pro-government 

lor- ones, according to the govern- 

sti- menL 


Freedom of religioii/ free- 
dom of peacefol assembly 
and association 

The report expresses the 
belief that the government has 
become concerned about pub- 
lic dissent arising from the 
peace treaty signed with Israel 
in 1994. According to the 
report, the government, in 
199S, denied permits for pub- 
lic protests and rallies oppos- 
ing the treaty. In May of that 
year, the govemment rescind- 
ed a previously issued permit 
for a conference sponsored by 
1 1 politicial panics opposed to 
the normalisation of relations 
with Israel. The govcmraeni 
al.so harassed supponers of (he 
Islamic Action From (lAF) 
party during municipal elec- 
tions in July 1 1995). 

In September the govern- 
ment reaffirmed the year-old 
ban prohibiting 25 Islamist 
parliamentorianK from preach- 
ing in mo.sques. 

The government .<<aid: 
Mosques are not I'omms for 
poliiicaJ pany activities. If 
they were not organised and 
administered properly, then 
piolitical parties would com- 
pete over them. They are not a 
place for incitement either. 
Additionally, the number of 
LAF parliamentarians in the 
Lotwer House of Parliament 
are 16 and not 25 as the State 
Department report indicated. 
The Coastiiuilon prohibits 
deputie.s from politicising gov- 
ernment departments to ensure 
public neutrality. Tliey cannot 
preach in mosques that arc 
controlled by the Ministry of 
ReligioiLS Affairs. 

Wornen/freedom of move- 
ment within the country 

According to chc report, the 
law provides for the right of 
citizens to travel freely abroad 
but requires Jordanian women 
and foreign women married to 
Jordanians to obtain written 
permission from u male 
guartlian to travel abroad or 
apply for a passport. Legal 


authorities enforce reque.sLs 
from fathers to prevent their 
children from departing the 
cDunuy even when travelling 
with their mothers, the report 
says, adding (hat violence 
against women over the age of 

seek medical or legal help and 
frustrate a scientific assess- 
ment of the extent of the 
abuse. 

Abused women have the 
right 10 file a complaint in 
court against their spouses, 
but, in practice, familial and 
societal pressures discourage 
(hem from seeking legal reme- 
dies, the report says. “Wife- 
beaiing is technically grounds 
for divorce, but the husband 
may seek to demonstrate that 
he ho.s 3 divine authority to 
correct on irreligious or dis- 
obedient wife by striking her." 

The criminal code allows for 
leniency for persons found 
guilty of committing a crime 
of honour. According to the 
law, defence of a crime of hon- 
our may be invoked but only 
by a defendant who “surprises 
his wife or any close female 
rrJative committing aduiteiy.” 
Women may not invoke this 
defence for murdering a male 
relative under the same cir- 
cumstances. Offenders rarely 
spend more than two years in 
prison. The government bans 
married w'omen from applying 
for dipiomaiic posts. Married 
women do not have the legal 
right to confer citizenship on 
their children, the report says. 

In its reply to the chapter on 
women, the govemment says 
that women have the right to 
vote and run for elections. 
Women h.'ive participated in 
the succcs.sive govemmenui 
since the mid-1970s. Besides, 
half of the employees in the 
large.s( govemmeniaJ institu- 
tion, the Mini.stry of Educa- 
tion, are women. Not only that, 
but there are numerou.s women 
unions, and non-govemmenial 
organisations that defend 
women righLs. There Ls also the 
National Committee for 
Women that is headed by Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma. The committee is 
preparing amended laws (hat 
gram women the right to med- 
ical insurance, pension, social 
security, civil status. possporLs. 
nation^ity and all related 
laws. "In the final analysis,” 
the government says, "accusa- 
tions lagain-st Jordon) have no 
firm l^is. Reality shows 
major progre^is irr the public 
freedotTLs and human rights 
domains since the introduction 
of democracy in 1989 and the 
elimination of martial laws. 
Besides, the Minisu^ of Jus- 
tice is ready to receive any 
complaint, and follow up on 
it." 


those who attempt to tam- 
per with it or exploit it for 
any purpose. 

The prime minister told 
public rally during his 
in.speciion visit that Jordan 
will remain the homeland 
of free people and a haven 
of democracy, respect for 
human rights and pluralism 
and will continue to seek 
justice and equality for all 
its people. 


In replying to local resi- 
dents' requests Mr. Kabari- 
ti promised that the govern- 
ment will take a seriou.s 
look into the demands and 
will address problems con- 
nected with roads, electrici- 
ty und sewerage services in 
the camp. 

He also said the govern- 
ment plans to construct a 
boys secondary school 
soon. 


Cigarettes, heavy arms 
seized from smugglers 


By Ahmad Kreisbao 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In an hour- 
long chase across the Jor- 
danian desert, involving 
both squad cars and hell:, 


seized 123 canons of for- 
eign cigarettes, an unspeci- 
fied number of automatic 
weapons and rocket 
launchers. 

Badia and border police 
forces reponed the aboned 
smuggling operation near 
the Saudi and Iraqi borders 
Thursday evening and stud 
that during the pursuit sus- 
pecLS and police engaged in 
an exchange of gunfrre in 
which two policemanr were 
slightly wounded. 

Murders reported 

Meanwhile two murders 
occurred Thursday in the 
Jabal Qusour and Wadi 
Huddadeh districts of 


.Amman. 

In the Qusour district a 
20 year old man identified 
only as F. A. allegedly con- 
fessed to the killing of his 
6S-year old uunL 
... ,A police source said that 
* the woman was found . 
Ntabbed several times and' 
later strangled. 

The nephew then alleged- 
ly set fue to (be body in 
order to conceal the crime 

However, the source saitL 
a neighbour later spotted 
the man leaving the house 
and called the police who 
stated that ±e man con- 
fessed to the crime and re 
enacted the murder sce- 
nario. 

At Wadi Haddadeh a28 
year-old man, identified 
only as A. A., allegedly 
strangled a friend at the 
victim's home. 

Police said t the men had 
been drinking heavily. 
Investigations were contin- 
uing. 


Jordan is ready to help build economy of 
Palestinians. Abul Ragheb says in Ramallah 


(Continued from page 12) 

HoiLse. quaners in Arab Ea.st 
Jerusalem, and met w'ith 
Faisal Hu<»eini. the Palestin- 
ian official in choige of 
Jerusalem affairs. 

He told reponere after the 
meeting (hat Jordanian-Pales- 
tinian relations were distin- 
guished and that bilateral coor- 
dination was strong. "His 
Majesty King Hussein's visit 
(last month) to Jericho was the 
first ever visit by on Arab 
leader and was a sign of Jor- 
dan's .support for the Palestini- 
ans' right for self-determinu- 
tion.'* said Mr. Abul Ragheb. 

In reply to a question on this 
week’s Middle East and North 
Africa economic conference in 
Cairo, Mr. Abul Ragheb s:ud 
that the conference would be a 
suitable opporrunity for Arab 
businessmen to openly dis- 
cuss invesimenLs in the Middle 
Ea.st.But, he said, "the confer- 
ence will not meet with great 
success because its success 
depends on the peace proces.s. 
which Isites 

The Pilestinian mini.sier of 


religious affairs said Thursday 
differences between Jordan 
and Palestinians for control of 
Muslim holy sites in 

Jerusalem has been resolved 

Hossan Tohboub said Jordan 
will retain control of 

JenisaJem's holy sites pending 
the outcome of negotiations 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians on the final status of 
the city. 

The Palestinians will be 
responsible for sites outside 
Jerusalem's municipal bound- 
aries. 

Mr. Tahboub said the agree- 
ment was reached during a 
meeting in Jordan of officials 
of (he Jordanian and Palestin- 
ian l.slamic trusts. 

The properties involved 
include schools, cultural cen- 
tres. housing and mosques — 
including Jerusalem’s AlAqsa 
and Dome of the Rock 
mosques. 

The agreement reached puts 
the Palestinians in control of 
52 mosques in the Jerusalem 
area. The Palestinians will also 
control a number of schools, 
colleges and other properties. 


CliDtOD poised to make major cabmet changes 


(Continued from page 1) 
pher said during brief remarks, 
his voice at times quivering 
with emotion. “I am convinced 
that especially in this time of 
change in the world, the Amer- 
ican people expect our nation to 
maintain its strong and princi- 
pled global leadership," he said. 

Topping the list of contenders 
for the top diplomat's job was 
former senator Geoige 
Mitchell, who was earlier this 


year appointed as peace envoy 
for Noithem Ireland and served 
as Mr. Ginton's debate coach 
during the camprign. U.S. 
Arnbassodor to the United 
Nations Madeleine Albright 
was also seen as a candidate 
for the post, as were Bosnia 
peacemaker Richard Hol- 
brooke. Colin Powell, the for- 
mer Joint cbiefs-of-siaiT chair- 
man and former Democratic 
Senator Sam Nunn. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A one- 
day seminar was held yes- 
tei^y at the University of 
Jordan's Centre for Strate- 
gic Studies to analyse and 
evaluate Arab-Israeli rela- 
tions in view of the latest 
developments in the Mid- 
dle East peace piocess. 

The closed seminar, was 
attended by leading intel- 
lectual and research figures 
from Arab countries con- 
tiguous to Israel. Egypt. 
Syria. Lebanon. Palestine 
and Jordan. 

According to Mustapha 
Hamameh, director of the 
centre, the participants dis- 
cussed different models of 
Arab relations with Israel, 
from those of Egypt, Jordan 
and the Palestinians, which 
have signed peace treaties 
and agreements with Israel, 
to the others like Syria and 
Lebanon which have not 
gone beyond the stage of 
negotiations with the 
Israelis. 

Different alternatives to 
dealing with Israel were 
also discussed. Dr. 
Hamameh said, but not to 
just improve the Arab bar- 
gaining position. The par- 
ticipants reviewed ways 
and means of how the Arab 
World might emerge 
stronger, generally speak- 
ing. he said. 

‘Those who attended the 


seminar came with specific 
experiences and ideas, as 
many of them serv'ed and 
continue to serve in official 
capacities and dealt with 
Israel as such. Dr. 
Hamameh said, listing an 
examples Egyptian presi- 
dental advisor Osama Baz, 
fomer Jordanian Prime 
Minister Thher Masri and 
Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher. Other atten- 
dees were Dr. Aziz Shukri. 
a former dean of Damascus 
University's law college 
and currently director of its 
strategic studies centre: 
Ragheed A1 Sulh, a promi- 
nent Lebanese thinker; 
Khalil Shiqaqi and Riad 
Malki from Palestine. The 
meetings of the seminar 
were chaired by Dr. Fawri 
Gharaibeh, prsident of Uni- 
versity of Jordan and 
attended in the Jordanian 
side by fonner Minister 
Ibrahim Izzeddine and 
Abdul Hah Khatrib. 

A consensus emerged 
among the participants that 
although Israel has not 
basically changed its atti- 
tudes towards the Arabs, 
the Palestinians were now 
stronger in dealing with 
Israel, even with the right- 
wing govemment of 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
being at the helm. Dr. 
Hamameh said. 


Israel to return West Bank 
land of Sharif Zaid Hussein 


AMMAN (AP) — A mem- 
ber of the Royal Hashemite 
family said Thursday that 
Israel has agreed to return 
property confiscated from 
his father in the West Bank 
more than 30 years ago. 

Sharif Zaid Nasser, son of 
former Prime Minister 
Sharif Hussein Ben Nasser, 
told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, chat Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu ‘’told roe in a 
letter dial' 'he' agreed to 
return my land to me." 

The pledge to acknowl- 
edge Sharif Zald's, claim to 
the 216 acres comes as 
many Arab families still do 
not Imow the fate of proper- 
ties they left behind when 
±ey with the creation 
of Israel in 1948 or in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

The fate of the land is to 
be discussed in the final 
phase of Israeli-Palestinian 


peace negotiations. 

The Israeli embassy here 
said it had no information 
on the deal. 

Sharif Zaid told Petra that 
the agreement followed 
negotiations that began 
during the term of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who was assassinat- 
ed last year. 

His family's land lies 
west of the. Jordan River 
■and fell under Israel's cus- 
tody when the Jewish state 
occupied the West Bank 
from Jordan in the 1967 
Mideast war, he said. 

"The Middle East peace 
process had a big role in 
enabling me to regain my 
father's land." he was quot- 
ed as saying. 

He said he would donate 
the land to the Waqf to 
"build a mosque on it and 
name it after my father." 


King pardons Shbeilat 


(CoDtinned from page 1) 

opponent of the peace 
treaty with Israel, has won 
for the second time the 
presidency of the Engi- 
neers 

Association last February 
while in detention. His 
release comes at a time 
when the govemment seeks 
to ease the pressure caused 
by the lifting of subsidy on 
bread last .August which 
resulted in riots in the 
south. 

Mr. Shbeilat, who served 


as a deputy from J 984 undJ 
1992, nominated himself 
for a Balqa seat made 
vacant by the death of 
Islamist deputy Ibrahim 
Shehdeh. But his nomina- 
tion was turned down. It 
was not known whether Mr. 
Shbeilat, who in 1992 said 
he quit politics, intends to 
nominate himself for the 
parliamentaiy elections in 
1997. If die slander convic- 
tion was not considered 
political, he cannot, accord- 
ing to the law, run for elec- 
tions. 


U.S. officials reject theory 


(Continued from page 1) 

air promotion group. About 
40 airlines, including 
American carriers, are 
linked to the group, Mr. 
Salinger said. 

He said his information is 
that the navy was testing 
missiles off the coast of 
New York on July 17. and 
had been told planes would 
be flying higher than 
21,000 feet. 

The navy was unaware 
that because another com- 
mercial plane was flying 
above it, flight 800 was fly- 
ing at 13,000 feet, Mr. 
Stinger said. 

Asked if the do:ument 
was sufficiently convincing 
to justify his charges, Mr. 


Salinger replied; "The doc- 
ument is something that is 
highly accurate. It has high- 
ly accurate information in 
it” 

The FBI received dozens 
of calls from people claim- 
ing to have seen a missile at 
the time of the explosion. 
Rumors that the aircraft 
was shot down by friendly 
fire also have abounded on 
the imemeL 

Authorities have said 
there is no basis for the 
rumors. They maintain that 
the evidence collected so 
far has not proven what 
caused the explosion, and 
that three theories still 
exist: mechanical failure, a 
bomb or a missile. 


Puerto Rico-style status 


(Continued from page 1) 

“At this point we have not 
received any reaction from 
the Israelis about the lener." 
Mr. Erakat added. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators have not restart- 
ed talks on finding a solu- 
tion to Israel's delayed mili- 
tary redeployment from 


Hebron since last Thursday 
and both sides have blamed 
each other for the impasse. 

Meanwhile Israeli security 
forces were put on alert in 
Hebron on Friday amid fears 
of clashes between Jewish 
extremists and Palestinians 
during religious observan- 
ces on Saturday of a Jewish 
holiday, officials said. 
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Arab businessmen keep low in secret Israel deals 


By Suleiman A1 Kbalidi 
Reuter 


AMMAN — Arab busi- 
nessmen who deal with 
Israel say (he Middle East 
peace process has done lit- 
tle to lift the sligniu of trad- 
ing wilh the Jewish state, 
forcing them into a low pro- 
dle to avoid being labelled 
“economic collaborators'*. 

Israel's image as a region- 
al bully, reinforced by the 
election of right-wing 
Prime Minister Benyam'm 
Netanyahu, means they 
must conceal lies, seen by 
the wider business commu- 
nity as either premature or 
oordering on treason. 

"The profit motive is es- 
sential but at the richt time 


and in the right way. Other- 
wise it is hurtful to emo- 
tioas and .shameful, doing 
this business with people 
who do not respect us. or 
their peace treaties." said 
Wasef .Azer, general man- 
ager of the private sector 
Business Bank, which 
rejects bu.siness tics with 
Israel. 

After high hopes generat- 
ed by Israeli peace deals 
with Jordan and the Pales- 
liniun.s. businessmen who 
deal with Israel are lying 
low. 

Renewed .Arub-Israeli ha- 
treds have made them 
freeze plans, or rethink 
them In what they describe 
as an unhospiiabie climate, 
forbidding open contact 


despite official blessing. 

“You are going to widow 
m> wife and orphan my 
kids." said a successful 
Arab industrialist whose 
product made inroads into 
the Israeli markcL w*hen 
asked whether he felt com- 
fonable about publicising 
his Israeli links. 

Another, who also dec- 
lined to be named for fear 
of damaging his business 
with neighbouring Arab 
states, defended his actions. 
“We don't deal with Israel 
as collaborators but as busi- 
ness pjirtners.*' he said. 

Two years after Jordan's 
peace treaty with Israel, 
with Palestinian-Isrodi 
talks stalled and warnings 
of renewed Arab-lsraell 


bloodshed, most prefer to 
throw a veil over their 
.secret shuttles to meet 
Israeli executives in Tel 
Aviv and occupied 
Jerusalem hotels to explore 
business praspects. 

The few brave enough to 
come out in the open cite 
double standards by hun- 
dreds of other businessmen, 
who they say have lined up 
agency agreemencs with 
Israeli firms in a wide range 
of con.sumer products from 
foodstuffs to raw materials. 

“Everyone was getting 
ahead of the other secret- 
ly... We were in the open 
from the beginning.** said 
Rami Qutub, managing 
director of Imemalionul Fr- 
eight Services and Trading 


Company, genera] sales ag- 
ent for Israel's dome.stic 
carrier Aricia. 

“Many have signed agen- 
cies with Israeli firms and 
arc sleeping on them until 
the time comes and there is 
a 100 perception of peace." 
he 5>aid. 

The agency deals have 
come under the mo.<;t fire 
from Jordan's busine.vs 
community. Unlike indus- 
tries that attempt to sell to 
Israel but not buy. their 
dealings are considered the 
most questionable of busi- 
ness links with Israel. 

Israeli practices towards 
Palestinians has made it 
more difficult for bu.viness 
associates of Israeli firms to 
ju.stify their dealings, they 


say. 

“[ want to be perceived u.s 
willing to take po.sitivc 
steps of dealing with the 
IsracIis...But its now 
impossible because of the 
stigma associated with it," a 
leading Arab businessmen 
who has wide contacts with 
Israeli firms said. 

Prospective dcalmaking 
and projects spanning an 
ostrich fonn to hotel re.sort.s 
ore on hold since lost May's 
Israeli election that brought 
to power a Likud govern- 
ment seen by Arabs as 
opposed to peace. So until 
Israel changes its attitude, 
the wider business commu- 
nity feel the time is not 
right for busines.s. 

Jordan's acting engineers 
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union head Husni Abu 
Gheidu. who also has his 
ow'n consulting engineering 
olficc. is firm in his belief 
that those who deal with 
Lsratfl .shoulil be punished. 

“They ought to be 
ostracised by their col- 
leagues bccau.se they are 
putting their personal inter- 
ests above tho.se of the Arab 
nation." Mr. Abu Gheida. 
whose union has put up a 
giant blackboard hung high 
in its offices to blacklist 
comp.*inics that deal with 
Israeli firms. 

So far the union has not 
pointed a finger at any Jor- 
danian busine.ssman. Mr. 
Abu Gheida says. But the 
empty blackboard remains 
a powerful deterrent. 


Realism looms large on eve 
of Mideast economic conference 


REUTERS » II REUTEt 

The Business of Informa tion 


s-^ 

S \ ImmP 


Bv Mohammad Hasni 


AMMAN tAFPi — The 
fragile stale of the Middle 
East peace process has 
injected a dose of realism 
into this year's regional 
economic conference wh- 
ich is in marked contrast 
lO the optimism of previ- 
ous years. 

The teid rhetoric and 
grandiose ideas of the first 
conference in Casablanca 
in 1994 and last year's 
gathering in .Amman have 
given v.^y to uncertajntv 
on the eve of next week s 
conference in Cairo. 


"From now on the 
approach is one of real- 
ism, for from the enthu.si- 
osm of past years." said an 
Ammon-ba.sed official on 
the economic develop- 
ment group to the multilat- 
eral p^ce negotiations. 

“This year ha.s not been 
easy for the consolidation 
of TCace," said the official, 
adding that there was a 
“link between the peace 
process and economic 
cooperation," 

While the Casablanca 
conference wa.s a first 
mass contact of tnisiness 
leaders in the region fol- 


lowinc the 199.' autonomy 
accords between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 
Amman was marked by 
the presentation of mas- 
sive schemes and econom- 
ic projects. 

The talk was of major 
roads linking Egypt and 
Syria, huge tourism and 
infraistructre projects, incl- 
uding a canal linking the 
Red'^Sea and Dead "Sex 
and billion-dollar deals. 


Projects put forward by 
sraei. the Palestinians and 


Experienced SmaU Business Advisors 

(Start-ups or Expansions) 

An imcmational organization established in Amman, is 
seeking to add to its bank of professional SmaU Business 
Advisor (SBA) consultants. Available for short-term 
assipunents. the SBA will provide e.xpen assistance to 
entrepreneurs in the areas of- Management. Production. 
Finance. Sales or MaiketHi^. 

Candidates must have a unhersitv degree in their field 
of axpertisc . be higbh' creative and rcsourocfiil. possess 
strong interpersonal and communication skiUs and be 
computer literate. Abilitv' to work on a team is a must. 

If vou are a qualified professional (male or female) who 
meets these requirements and is available on call for 
shon-tcim worit. picax Elx us vour resume - 
Amman. Jordan; (06)682779 
Dcadliac: November 19. 19% 

PS Include with resume a cov er Icncr stating your field 
of expertise and sectors of related wx)rk CTqTencncc such 
as. retail, manufacturing or service. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Insect feeler 
5 Kermil. for one 
9 Slightest 

14 Sandwich 
cookie 

15 Actress Turner 

16 More than 
adequate 

17 Gives a false 
account 

19 Windshield 
apparatus 
20. Clergymen 
21 Ms. Dewhurst 

23 Reverence 

24 Traditional 
knowledge 

25 Privileges: abbr. 

26 Corsican palriol 
29 Mental attitude 

31 Rightless bird 

32 Arduous journey 
34 Landed property 
37 Military letters 
39 Deborah of 

"Melrose Place' 

41 Ethereal 

42 Scamp 

44 Forceful blow 

46 Originally called 

47 U.S. president 
49 Alleviated 

51 Greens group: 
abbr. 

53 Pout 

54 Appendage ■ 

55 Begin again 

57 Shunned 

61 Certain map 

62 Well-known 

64 .Mountain ridge 

65 Declare 

66 BiaOdhom 

67 Persians 

68 Part of the-US 

69 Hardy heroine 


by Vhrian O. Collins 


DOWN 

1 Splendor 

2 Soto 

3 Not as much 

4 Relating to mail 
service 

5 Emergency light 

6 Pied Piper's 
concern 


7 Single thing 

8 Braggart 

9 Unruly 

10 Jannings of old 
films 

11 Belongs (to) 

12 Frozen rain 

13 Marine birds 
18 Namely 

22 Commands 
24 Pleasant 

26 Lima's country 

27 Cupid 

28 Beat decisively 

29 Dress size; 
abbr. 

30 Letters on a 
schedule 

33 Hostility 

35 Word with frog 
or house 

36 Ogled 

38 Greek tetter 
40 Fleming or 
Hunter 
43 Residents 


' G i L i E I A i M ■ B^RAG 

!RilA|TiABRjoriL|oiNEfs 
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ME NIQ- 
E R E'O 


■ H O TAB L:E 
I S HBR'aIu 


I :0 E;R 
EE 0 Y 


0 19W Tnbune MpCia Services 
AS ngh?? rpAcn.'ed 


45 Wadmg bird 
48 Prohibit 

50 Surrounded by 

51 King of Troy 

52 Category 
54 Turn away 


56 Head of Franco 

57 Grows cider 
56 Valley 

59 Gcd of ieve 

60 Uses henna 
63 Holiday lime 


I.srael. the Palestinians and 
Jordan alone were volui^ 
at S27 billion. $6 billion 
and S.^.5 billion respec- 
tively. 

“Most of the time these 
projects were extremely 
difticult to put into prac- 
tice." .said Uie economic 
group otTicial who asked 
to remain anonymous. 

The enthusiasm for these 
ma.ssive projects was fue- 
lled by the prospect of 
cheap and immediate 
funding from a regional^' 
development bank with S5 
billion of capital. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher anno- 
unced the fonnation of 
such a bonk in Amman, 
but the project has yet to 
take off because of the 
reluctance of European 
countries and Gulf monar- 
chies to stump up the 
funds in the current politi- 
cal climate. 

.Arab-Israeli peace talks 
ore currentlv in a rut. with 


the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks frozen since Febru- 
ary and relations between 
Israel and the Palestiniaos 
at a low following Sep- 
tember's w-ave of violence. 

As a result the economic 
group — which pilots pro- 
jects between Israel, the 
Palestinians. Egypt and 
Jordan — has adopted a 
more modest approach, 
concentrating on feasibili- 
ty studies for proj^s 
more likely to see the light 
of day. 

At the Cairo conference 
on Nov-12-14, the group 
will be putting forward 
small-scale projects aimed 
at improving roads and 
crossing points between 
Israel and Jordan, the set- 
ting up of frontier industri- 
al zones and tourism 
developmenL 


Mitj«»r CuiTcnciet A Rate> 


Prke» u* al 


s/I 1/96 fS:4l 


US Di>rtar 
DE Mark 
CB 5ti‘rllin|> 
Cn Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NLCulliIcr 
FR Franc 


™ “ 

1.5101 0.6068 

1.2729 

112.03 

1.3306 

1520.12 

1.6940 

0.8622 

- 04015 

0.8429 

74.17 

0.8810 

1005.82 

1.1220 

1448D 

- 

2.0979 

184 62 

2.1928 

2504.19 

2.7917 

0.78S6 

118.S4 0.4760 

. 

87.99 

1.0446 

1193.01 

133.00 

0.0089 

1.3471 0.5411 

1.13SB 

. 

1.1872 

13.56 

151.15 

D.7S1S 

1.1432 04554 

0.9617 

1.19 

. 

1145.17 

1.2815 

0.0007 

0.9930 0.3989 

0.0837 

1358.70 

0.8752 

. 

11.14 

0.5903 

89.08 0.3578 

75.14 

66.07 

0.7852 

896.68 


0.1958 

0.2957 0.1187 

24.9222 

21.92 

0.2605 

33.17 

33.1700 


Eiiero' 


Miil-Eatt Currenritfs 


Brent 
VV. Trtsc 
Bnny 
Dubnl 


ULGai) 216.00 


SA Rival 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
rv PirtintI 


0.2666 04027 0.1618 0.33H71 29.8855 

0.2723 0.41123 0.16522 0.34S9 30.5176 

3.3473 5.05561 2.03128 4.26439 375.094 

0.3770 4.00641 1.60953 3.37(>52 297.354 

2.1646 3.2685 1.3127 2.7SS1 242482 


Metal Prices 


Currrncv DcpoNit Ratra iBiJ) 


Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
sr Amr Musa Wednesdav 


. ter Amr Musa Wednesday 
.stres.sed the conference 
would focus on boosting 
coc^ration between Arab 
states, an acceptance that 
the peace dividends antici- 
pate in Amman and 
Casablanca are still far 
away. 

“Whatever is being said 
(by some parties) on a new 
order in ^ Middle East. 
inter-Arab cooperation re- 
mains the essence" of fu- 
ture development, the for- 
eign minister said. 

Mwe than 3,(X)0 dele- 
gates firom 88 cinintrics 
are expected at lake pari in 
the Cairn conference 
which will be formally 
opened by Egv'puan Presi- 
dent Hosni Mu-barak on 
Tuesdas. 


Citiil (m’s) 
Siver (in's) 
Pialinum («t’s) 
ALQMonihO 
CU (3 Monihs) 
i Zinc (3 Manlhi) 
; LraJ (3 Munihk) 
NIDM<»iiiht) 



m 

iMii 

5.22 

5.35 

5.38 5.58 

5.94 

6.16 

6.43 643 

0.37 

0.35 

0.43 043 

34)0 

2.91 

2.91 3.00 

3.25 

3.30 

3.38 3.44 

1.60 

143 

1.88 1.81 

7.63 

7.44 

7.15 7.00 


NewYork 

DOW JONES 

0 

E233 

0 

0 

Ncmurk 

5AP.S00 

0 

0 

0 

LoniJon 

ft-se KNI 

3921.7 

Z1.3 

0.55 

Totyv 

MKKIE 225 

21201.04 

429.93 

2.07 

Parts 

CAC 411 

2216.07 

4.26 

0.19 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

2740.14 

26.92 

0.99 


6206.04 

727.65 

39004 


3923.4 390C.4 39004 

21226.7 20770.4 20771.1 
2223.56 2213.49 2211.81 
2744.9 2736.09 2713.22 


Encrev 


JOD Cpiii Rules 


CotTee 

Ctipm (Sririol 

Sugar (S/ton) 
VVbcal (SriMO 
Sq\a fc/lbO 
Tc» Mg/ktfl 
Baric; {S/b«hl 
Ricc fS/1«in> 


125.17 

■SpiK 


US Dniltir 

0.706 

1347 

.Spm 


G8 Sirrlllni: 

1.1652 

3094 



DE Mark 

04794 

142 

Sp>l 


CM Franc 

0.5595 

21.79 

SpKl 


FR Franc 

0.1392 

118 

spot 


JP Yen 

04296 

2.08 

Spti 


NL Cutliii-r 

0.4193 

470 

.Viwl 


ITUrs 

0.4673 


US Dollar 0.706 0.710 

GBSirrlllni: 1.1962 1.172 

DE Mark 04704 0 4726 

CM Franc 0.5595 0.5623 

FR Franc 0.1392 0.1399 

JP Yen 04296 0.6329 

NLCutliii-r 0.4193 0.4214 

IT Lira 0.4673 0 4696 

Snutu*: (.'cnlral Bank nf JorUan. 


Peanuts 


UIMATS ME 
D01N6 IN 
HERE ? I 


nT5RAlNIW6 5D 
I THOy^HT ME 
MI6MT mfEK TO 
. EAT INP00R6.. 


l‘A1 SUPPOSED TO eat 
AT THE SAME TABLE 
WITH A P06? 


THIS IS MV bread 
PLATE..WUR BREAD 
Plate is the 
ONE ON THE left 


Andy Capp 


f TWANICGFOB V 
'* TALKIN51QUS S 
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TBA LAOV,R^] 
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i 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 
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-n. rc--'- «.T 1 .THC!iC5 CNT 
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By Viomas S. Pkrsoru ‘ 

Anrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to ^ jek 
April 19) You know just fit uiiirk^t- 
how to handle personal -fi 
matters and career activi-LiTiii^-ppnn-if 
ties today and make quick ‘ jif 
headway. Slate your^m’^ 
ambitioos to others later ^ [ib* 
this ev'ening and sec if fcl- intf 

low associates and be " 

assistance on some new , ihe 

project. 

TAURUS: (April 20 

May 20) Sit in the priva^ I ^ j . , 

of your study today, and 

analyse your secret aims 

and plan how to gain ^ ^ ^ 

thpm PInn nrri\*iriM '* 


'irld-uSiriSl:^ ' 
!v 


,-roc 

-Locks 


se.iorJ 


^'o:n;Vierc!J. _ 

, 1 , 1 ; rcr 

".’“n'i -no: ini 


them. Plan activities for 
the days ahead and con- 


tact those knowiedgeable r 


persons who can give you 
some creative sug^s- 
tions. 




uons. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to : 

June 21) Know what your ' 

most personal wishes arc 


today and how best lo ^1 'h-f' 
bring them to fruition and 
then get your nme sched- ^ 

uled wisely so that you ^^-4 point*- 
can take advantage of any. *1 ,-r 
advice which is given 1^ ' 

fellow associates. ^ 

MOON CHILDREN: 
fJime22toJuly21)Study infiVSllU 
j-our career .-ac^ties Wj** 
i today and get a* new* 
insight so you can m^ |Q 
, them operate more suc- 
cessfully. Later this jcp, ^ 
evening you can meet ' v, ' ... 
with fellow assodates • ” j.,, 
who can be quite helpAil :* 
concerning .some impor- 
tanl project. \ 

LEO: (July 22 to August a- 

21) Find the right metb- - .vn'wri:? ' 

ods of operation today so 


•n.i “ 

•^^7 jent- 
sjock.'' ‘ 

■[ic iind _ : 

“i^FM je 
.■-r w oP.«'-Fsori 

Lir;-.ier 

tnc ;r.ark- 
.ip. tmr 
•'-^'1”-: .»n-j VC 


ir:: after the 


IN CHILDREN: _««« T 

22 ioJuly2nStudy |5nvahU UrgcS 1 

career .-ac^ties Wj 

.““yofJnX' to attend Cai 


nme 


The 

E'4; piutn na’ 
'.:;V linking i 
i:.". r::a.n ar 

Li;'..ir!CJ; P.Cl 

.L,i:i;re was i 


outside world. 


friends 


will enjoy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22} Study into 


become -more succ^sfid. 


concerning some new 
ta.sk which is given at this 
time. 


person has a fine idea 
today for increosing.|XO' 
duction so follow iL Han- 
dle part of your career 


■fjiri' jiid ri-sf ? 

J number 

liirirr 


, Jill, If ihf ■^1.:'’'' 

Pale-tinson 

rorpTii'.r-" \l: 

i.;v- dcclarei 

a nicriiiii: 

rhe Cairo 

: ii indu'ir;- iri'::; 

'.'.rich runs 

SEiurcr- tL'MUj- 

in pro'll. 

iaVii. 

-tfcurity me 

<oraliiJ ^41 J 

■jve wreake 


•he economy 

ijHj hrijj !.n:' 

Sank and Ga 

'afflWi 10 C.:'r • 

i-raci has 

slihiibtn Min;-- 

•:nci do>ure 

SD Sk'h3ran*p;'-. 

■•■ri-.jp. lerrito 

■aiu(L>> Minwer 

:'ree mevem 

Ir.y anJ Trjri'- 

workers. 

'bi’iiir Viizhjr. 

>■:' anti-Nr 


''''■rr.'iT'ip.s.s la.s 

■Jilliiieri in Mr 

Jordanian 


\l:p.jster Ali 

Shjfon jFiO 

■•iA;iinc Pal 


■■ have 

uij| . 


aaiviiic.<v and you will ‘ 


gain the respect and adoii- ' JRijCk'* 
ration of those in audxxi- 
ty who can be bexsificiaJ. -tn 

SCORPIO: (October 23 'T pn,- 
lo November 21) Plan i»o 

how to handle routines Envi ecc- 

more imcITigcnily today i^WKev-.),eld 
so that you can greater -i l'" and 
benefit from them. Later ^ 

this evening wjU he good 
for you to go out on the . 
town with close friends ^dHTEQ MAI b 
and your loved ones and 
have some ftm. 

S.AGITTARtL»S: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 2 1 ) If you ore wide 
awake today to new plea- 
siircs you can easily enjoy 
them at this lime. Be effi- 

cient in your career activ- ^ ^ ) 

ities and seek the advice ^ 
of some knowledgeable ^ 1 ^ 
person who can be of 
great assistance. A 1 

CAPRICORN: .(Decern- If 
ber 22 to January 20] Any 
family affturs which are 
important should be hon- T|| prQfw- 
died in an original manner ilyQ. tO 

today, and (hey will soon ^ P^’Ornige 
be resolved. Later this 
evening will be good for 

completing some impor- 

tant project which gives — 

you success. ^ ^ 

AQUARIUS; (January ^ 

21 to February 1$) Get an 

early .start iiiday at outside 

tasks for which you have 

had little time for lately 

and they are soon behind j p 

you. This evening yo“ 


minr-tn 


I •'^ber 

ihe iw 0 


in Ea 
Thursday, sa 
;hc .oiimmit \v 
'blamin! 
tile peace 
Mr. .N'etanyai 
:-T Ju.n.e. 

In Tel 
Neranvahu 
".ittempts to 
3' cuiltv of t 
•n^C’iiations 




rt) 


lo De perfi 


lo t>i,m 


SCRAMBLE 


I 

sn.:s5-,en 


should spend some time 


wiili your mate and loved j 1]?^ 

nnr*« Sn«-n1..w.4 !m rnnw* I 


ones involved in some 
^cial activities. 
RISCES: (February 20 to 


>5^ 


: March 20) Study prt^y j 
I and other a.s.sets today and j 's]UFj 


; and other a.s.sets today and j ^ 
sec what can be done to j ; 
improve or odd to them so W 
that they can be more i '1 


> — -4 . 


uut ulcy can oc 
Ixmcficial. Set up a be^ \ 
budget later this ^'cning Pw 
w that you can have some ] 
funds for flw lean times. ! v 


G=clc< 


Birth^onc of Novem- 
ben Topas — Tiger's 






'*i»nhu 

^ S?Rsry 


TR|„. tA 

Smo^v ^ ^ 
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HonOSfYk A 

Investors are awaiting 
flow of funds to AFM 


n ^ 

*"OniQ. ► 




By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


il 

:ers PtiJ AMMAN — Share prices 
^‘^yand ' ■ 


iway. 
itions 


a little last week at 
r ^‘Jwdanian stock market. 
.*^*®*e ; ^ brokers Hiursday attrib- 
evenins ^ normal 

assoeiai’^^ftflocniarioas in the market 
stance said the bourse 

ect ^ ^.'retDained healthy after Ub- 
jRlJS* • ‘ moves adopted by the 


Central Bank. 

'our Ch f ^ weekly report of the 
vse v» ^ Amman Hnancial Mailcet 
^nir,„ ‘f (AFM) showed turnover for 
^ now the week ending Thursday 
- lan acu\y was 3.4 million dinars com- 


AO r week’s three million dinars. 
^nswhocanZ TTie report said 1.7 mil- 
^ iioD shai^ changed bands 
tin^n * contracts con- 

viLNl: j clnded during the week 

’-• i KjKftvujT wi* daily average trading 
t personal at 480.000 dinars compared 
•y and hcM-^ with the previous week’s 
s them 10 (hijr 600,000 dinars. 

' \ouriimj,; j Tte official AFM share 
^ " so jb' price index based on ^ 
take advantastr' major companies closed for 
v.hich is'^ die week at 147.74 points, 
a»sociaie^‘ ' down 0.38 points or 0.26 
CHflji per cent from the week's 
le 22 (0 July’) t 


opening of 148.12 points. 

Industrials accounted for 
1.07 million dinars of the 
weekly volume, followed 
by commercial banks and 
financiaJ institutions with 
0.96 million dinars, ser- 
vices sector shares with 
370,000 dinars and insur- 
ance stocks with 14.400 
dinars. 

Sectoral indices showed 
commercial banks and 
rinancial institutions losing 
0.03 per cent, insurance 
stock 1.07 per cent ser- 
vices sector firms one per 
cent and industrials 0.43 
per cent. 

Stocks of 83 companies 
were involved in the week's 
trading, with 17 of them 
closing with gains, 30 los- 
ing and 16 remaining 
unchanged, the AFM report 
said. 

AFM dealers, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
under standing guidelines, 
said the market was expect- 
ing an improvement in 
prices and volume of trad- 
ing after the Central Bonk 
adopted a series of mea- 


sures aimed at freeing tied- 
down capital. 

The new measures 
include reducing mandato- 
ry reserves of commercial 
banks in foreign currency ai 
the Central Bank from 35 
per cent to 14 per cent of 
their foreign currency 
deposits and allowing unre- 
stricted bank accounts in 
foreign currency for both 
Jordanians and foreigners. 

The genera] Bank also 
allowed banks to lend in 
foreign currency to each 
other, reversing a decades- 
old policy. 

AFM dealers expected 
commercial banks to be 
able to pump in more 
money into the stock mar- 
ket and also Co extend fur- 
ther credit to investors. 

"The moves are slowly 
taking effect, and this 
week's business did not 
immediately reflect their 
impact," said a broker. 
"Investors have been 
watching the flow of fresh 
funds into the market.'’ 


i) and gei j.‘ 

?hi 50 von ca- 
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Ut, . 
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Netanyahu urges Israeli businessmen 
to attend Cairo conference 


in 


and make 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 

cemma ,o®t ,N«“yahu 

pfVMe 'L ^ cafled on Israeli business- 
, j.'i. V, men Thursday to attend 
Finr next week's Middle East 

r.nc Uu. nsli* economic conference 
01 operau.>r.i;K Cairo. 
vi.'.L! Can aij, 

business. It is good for the 
lb- lerj aciM: jews, good for the Arabs 
'!de wcffh gTOd for peace," Mr. 
line Lon re spa bfetanyahu told a meeting 
' of hei^ of industry from 

' itifs tthict ftr the manufacturers associa- 
tion in Tel Aviv. 

\GOi '.Augfi, 'Mr. Netanyahu said his 
lember 22iSc foreign Minister David 
' sysierasioihi -kevy - 'Urould.- .head the 
r busiiO^ss K ' Israeli delegackm to Cairo' 
iocloding Industry Minis- 
let-.-uNaian Scharansky, 
(2o^unication$ Minister 
Limor Livoat and Trims- 
ceming £ots pot- Minister Yitzhak 
: which is ghw Levy. 

Tvw hardliners in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s cabinet,ln£ra- 
stnicture Ariel Sharon and 
Agriculture Ministe 
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Casablanca in 1994. 

The projects included 
plans for the import of 
Egyptian natural gas and 
the linking of the Israeli, 
Egyptian and Jordanian 
electrical networks. Agri- 
culture was also the focus 
of a number of Joint pro- 
jects involving Israel. 

Palestinian businessmen 
have declared a boycott of 
the Cairo conference, 
which runs from Nov.l2- 
14, in protest of Israeli 
security measures which 
have wreaked havoc with 
the economy in the West 
fiaokaod^G^a. Strip. 

Israel has maintained a 
strict closure of the Pales- 
tinian territories, blocking 
free movement of goods 
and workers, since a string 
of anti-Israeli suicide 
bombing last February. 

Jordanian Commerce 
Minister AH Abul Ragheb. 
visiting Palestinian offi- 
cials in East Jerusalem 
Thursday, said he doubted 
the summit would be a suc- 
cess, blaming the hold up 
in the peace process since 
Mr. Netanyahu took office 
in June. 

In Tel Aviv, Mr. 
Netanyahu dismissed 
"attempts to portray Israel 
as guilty of blocking peace 
negotiations writh the 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



**rtl promise to be less critical 
if you promise to be perfect." 
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RACCl 

K 



n 

□ 


□ 

□ 

WHItaa Midi SMCH, K 


TIFEN 

m 


coyru 

IR 


c 


n 


UNBRAU 


imz 



These (onnalions 
wifl enligMan you 

I 



A VOUt^, 

GEOLOGIST cyreN 
FACe$ THI$. 


Now anange the dideU letters lo 
brm the surprise answsf. as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


4fisirar; A 


(Answers tomorrow) 

B . 1 h»nMii« SORRY TRULY CHORUS AWHILE 

®*^^**^ I AMWW When he robbed the box office, the actor - 


STOLE THE SHOW 


Palestinians." 

He also denied charges 
by some Arab experts that 
Israel seeks to control a 
regional Middle East mar- 
ket. "Our foreign trade, 
based mainly on high tech- 
nology, is pointed mtdniy 
towards American, Euro- 
pean and Asian markets. 

"But we must make 
efforts to create a new real- 
ity in the region to 
strengthen peace through 
the economy.” he said. 

The Israeli delegation to 
the Cairo conference will 
..inc;lude.,Som.e.J00 repre:^ 
sentatives from the "most 
important Israeli business- 
es," the head of the manu- 
facturers association, Dan 
Propper, said. 

"Our goal is to locate 
Egyptian partners in par- 
ticular," he said, adding 
that Egyptian businessmen 
had recently made "very 
positive signs" in favour of 
business with Israel. 

The Egyptian business- 
men's association "recent- 
ly invited around 30 Isareli 
businessmen to a dinner on 
a Nile cruiseboat to talk 
business, not politics,’* Mr. 
Propper said. 

He said Egypt's ambas- 
sador to Israef Mohammad 
Bassiouni had assured him 
Israeli businessmen would 
be “welcomed with open 
arms" in Cairo and that "a 
meeting with high Egypt- 
ian officials" was expected 
during the conference. 
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DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made 
A truly unique shop. 


in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 


Outstanding designs. 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bodrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AI Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


SrUMOHAIG 

ProfesEtonal QiaHiyl io 
I Hour Service 

Develop your cokior film at 
our shop and get:- 


jvmuo 

JO% 


SOx 


■fa 

30 


Shpieiwni ■* 0pp. Giincflayi 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
VILLAS 



A. 

N 
I 

G SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

829882-829883 




lEAl ESTATE 


FOR 
I REINT 

I ^ Dolcxo ViDa'^ 

ApprtMrr:crii.s 
in Anirrian 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


•irkie 



***• 


HOTEL AnurniBITS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
lEmTlUATES& FAMILIES 

SINCEIFSS 

' SPECIAL PRICES ^ 
FOR LONGTERM - SE\yJ 


-ABDOIN. 

TKf- S10150. h \\ S2-11 



(A 

fe 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established. 1977 
Open; Lunch: 12;30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7i30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Rnancial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
ReservatlQn Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TKl. :699369 
FAX : 704414 


HappH^iFS 

SoufM it SaicuU 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10A.H- 1 A.M 
Tel. 553719B 
Fax 898537 

Uaun nthaina 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


CJOAiriHOTB. 


- INDOOR HERTED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNR , JRCUZZfl 
0 MflSSRGE 
FITNESS ROOM 
TENNIS 0 SQURSNL 
COURTS 

m 75S188 
RflOlO&niSTRTiON RO.I 




Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 
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10 Sports 


Hectic schedule awaits World Cup hopefuls 


PARIS (AFP) — A hectic diet of World Cup 
action awaits soccer fans across the giohe this 
weekend as their national teams, containing 
muiti-millionairei! and gifted amateurs just scrap- 
ing a living from the "beautiful game", laraet a 
place in the 1998 finals in France. 

In Europe in particular, the time has come for 
the favourites to establish their credentials as the 
qualiiVing campaign hoLs up. 

England should preserve their 100 percent 
record in their third match as they play their 
lOOth world cup tie Saturday against Georgia in 
Tbili.si. 

Glenn Hoddle's squad has been hit by a late 
spate of injuries with both Paul Merson of 
Arsenal and Dominic Matieo of LIveiiiool join- 
ing Alan Shearer on the casualty iisL leaving Just 
21 players available for the group two clash. 

Shearer, who has netted three of England's five 
goals in the competition so for. is recovering 
from a groin operation, meaning Newcastle 
United clubmate Les Feniinond could get the 
nod. Liverpool starlet Robbie Fowler stands by 
for a chance to stake his claim. 

Tn the same group, three-times world champi- 
ons Italy have a week off as Poland host Moldova 
Sunday. 

Perennial favourites Germany, three-times win- 
ners and three-times runners-up. meanwhile take 
on Northern Ireland in a group nine game on 
Saturday after opening with a 5- 1 away thrashing 
of Armenia. 

Coach Beni Vogi.s‘ chief problem is the 
absence of German footballer of the year 
Matthias Summer, who is out of action with tom 
ligaments. A knee injury' rules out Werder 
Bremen's dynamic midfielder Dieter Eilts. 

Vogts had hoped to have Karlsruhe's south 
African-bom Sean Dundee available, but offi- 
cials failed to clear his naturalisation papers in 
time. 

Euro 96 hero Oliver Bierhoff will thus shoulder 
attacking responsibilities alongside Jurgen 
Klinsmann. Stuttgart's Fredi Bobic and 
Leverkusen's Ulf Kirsten. 

In the same group. Portugal will seek revenge 


over Ukraine with coach .Artur Jorge hoping for 
an inspired performance from W'est Ham mid- 
field star Hugo Porfirio. who has settled well in 
the English Premiership. 

In group four. Scotland face Sweden a month 
on from the shortest match in histar>' — just 
three seconds — after hosts Estonia failed to 
show up in Tallinn. 

FIFA Thursday ruled the match should be 
replayed by nest March, meaning captain Gary 
McAllister still has a one-game suspension to 
ser\e. 

Hibernian's Jim Leighton should win his 75th 
cap in place of Andy Goram. w'ho has a hip 
injun.'. 

The Swedes may include their “golden ball" 
foolballer-of-ihe->ear rolund nilsson. The 33- 
year-old Hclsingborg star, who has won 86 caps, 
plans to bow out in the finals in France. 

Holland, rebuilding under Guus Hiddink. wel- 
come back winger Marc Overmars, who returns 
against Wales in Saturday's Group Seven clash at 
Eindhoven after a year out injured. 

.Apart from Overmars, Michael Reiziger also 
comes back into the Dutch side us does Celtic 
striker Pierre Van Hooydonk. now recovered 
from a bruised calf. 

In Group Eight. Ireland, like England, are seek- 
ing their third win in three against Iceland, who 
are set to be without captain Gudni Bergsson. 
Roy Keane returns for the Irish. 

Romania, w'ell-placed after wins over Lithuania 
and Iceland, resume their campaign next month 
against Macedonia, who play no-hopers 
Liechtenstein on Saturday. 

Elsewhere in Europe. Russia. Group Five lead- 
ers on goal difference from Israel, face 
Luxembourg on Saturday while Israel meet 
Cyprus in Nicosia. 1994 semi-finulists Bulgaria 
do not play. 

Group Six. where Yugoslavia lead the way. sees 
no matches until February, save for Wednesday's 
encounter between Spain and Slovakia. 

Latin .America sees just three weekend mutches 
us bollviu host runaway group leaders Colombia 
at high altitude in La Paz. while Paraguay face 


Ecuador and Peru meet Venezuela. Chile play 
Uruguay on Tuesday. 

Four of the nine-strong group qualify with 
Colombia. Aigentina, Ecuador and Pt^guay 
tipped to make it. 

Colombia have surged into pole position thanlcs 
10 six goals in five games from erratic Newcastle 
United star lino Asprilla, but his colleagues will 
find 90 minutes at 3,600 metres a tall o^er. 

In the CONCACAF (Confederation of North 
And Central American and Carribbean Football) 
group one. the USA face Trinidad et Tobago hav- 
ing opened with a 2-0 success against Guatemala. 

fn the second group in the region, El Salvador 
face Panama, while in the third group, Jamaica 
play St. Vincent and Grenadines. 

While the big guns chase what they see as their 
rightful place in the 32-team finals, nowhere is 
the romance of the tournament better encap.sulat- 
ed than in the Polynesian group, where the 
unknowns can. albeit briefly, literally take their 
place in the sun. 

Here. World Cup dreamland physically materi- 
ulise.s in the form of spicy encounters such as 
Western Samoa against the Cook Islands, who 
face olT on Monday. 

While neither team will attend the French jam- 
boree in two years time as anything other than 
spectators, it is these clashes which underline the 
global reach of the world's most popular sport. 

A European side's route to the finals is clear 
cut. requiring the wanning of one's respective 
group or second place followed by one knockout 
against another runner-up. But in Polynesia, life 
is not quite so simple. 

The winner of the Tonga-based three-team 
group will face the Solomon Islands for a place 
in the second round, when Oceania big guns such 
as Australia enter the fray. 

The odyssey then continues via a mini-league 
and two lots of home-and-away playoffs. Only 
then con Oceania's best book iteir tickets to 
France. 

But whatever the continent, the route to World 
Cup glory is tortuously long and hard. 


Courier out | 
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as Kremlin | 
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Parma say 
Zola deal 


not 


MOSCOW (R) — Third 
seed Jim Courier wa.s 
among three' more .seeded 
players dumped out • of 
■Moscow *!T Kremlin Cup on 
Thursday, going down 6-4 
7-6 to Dutch outsider Sjeng 
Schalken. 


* ii. 


Fellow American Malivui 
Washington, seeded sixth, 
and eight .seed Carlos Moya 
of Spain were also beaten in 
the second round to com- 
plete the week's w ipe-oui of 
all but the top two seeds — 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and 
Goran Ivanisevic. 

Kafelnikov, the world 
number three, survived 
some early embarrussment 
to beat Spain's Francisco 
Clavei .'-6 6-i 6-2 while 
Croat Ivanisevic dispatched 
Switzerland's Jakob Hlasek 




completed 

yet 


Jim Courier of US.A returns a backhand to Sjeng Schalken of the Netherlands dur- 
ing the second round match at the men's Kremlin Cup tennis tournament in Moscow. 
Schalken beat Courier 6-4 .7-6 {Reuters photo) 


6-2 6 - 1 . 

Washincion went down 


67 places behind the world 
No. 1 23. won u final set tie- 


Peter Korda of the Czech 
Republic who came back 


after a hard-fought contest break 7-4 to take the match from a set down to dispose 


against Andrei Olkho\sky. 
The bis:-ser\inc Russian 


7-5 6-7 7-6. 

In the quarter-finaN. 


of Moya 5-7 7-6 6-3, 
Kafelnikov will 


Davis Cup player, ranked Ivanisevic will face %eicr.m Zimbabwe's Byron Black. 



■ ■■ ^ 


Boxing promoter Don King (C) holds up the arms of \VB A heavyweight champion Mike Tyson iL) and chal- 
lenge Evander Holyfield following their pre-fight press conference. Tyson will fight Holyfield in La.s Vegas 
tonisht 


PARMA (R) — Italian club 
Parma said on Thursday 
that Chelsea wanted to sign 
their international striker 
Gianfranco Zola but a deal 
had yet to be completed. 

Earlier. British and 
Italian television reported 
that Zola had signed a two- 
year contract with the 
London club in a deal 
worth around 13 billion lire 
($7.8 million). 

Parma said they were 
wailing for the player's 
response to the Chelsea 
offer before taking the 
negotiations any further. 

“The player, with his 
agent, must still meet 
Chelsea's general mami^cr 
Colin Hutchinson.” said 
Parma's general manager 
Michele Uva. “Only then 
wHl Zola and the English 
official announce whether 
a deal has been reached. 

In an earlier statement. 
Parma said Chelsea had 
made an "intere.sting offer’* 
and that contacts had been 
made between hutchinson 
and officials from the scric 
a club. 

If the 30-ycar-old 
Sardinian does go to 
Chelsea he will join com- 
patriot Gianluca Vialli and 
international team mate 
Roberto Di Matteo at the 
club managed by Ruud 
Gullit. 

He will al.so become the 
third player in a year to 
leave Parma foe England 
— the others were 
Colombian Faustino 
Asprilla to Newct^itle and 
Swede Tomas Brolin to 
Leeds. 

Zola said on Wednesday 
he had problems w'ith 
Parma, mainly because 
couch Carlo Ancciotti 
insisted on seeing him os a 
right-sided midfielder 
whereas he wanted to play 
U.S on outright striker. 


CINEMA TEL;634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


CINEMA 


TEL:6S9238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA 


TEL677420 


CONCORD 


Philadelphia 1 

MISSION iM^asLE i 

i| Shows: 1 2:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 1 0:30 

:| Philadelphia 2 Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6.00. 8;15. 10:45 

|| SABRINA 

][ Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15 . 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1" 


INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(in Dolby stereo) 


Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:90; 8:15. ^:45 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:45 



CONCORD -2** 

DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00. 8:15, 10:30 


k 
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Denver Nuggets* fonvard Antonio McDyess (L) fouls Houston Rockets cente 

Hakeem Ol^uwon as Olajuwon drives the lane in the first quarter in Denvei ^ ^ WilJ. whio 

Houston defeated Denver 110-108 (Reuters photo) '‘''R' R 

'i- 


Olajuwon scores 36 as Rockets 


-i-jd Chanda R 
Iiao vary 


beat Nuggets in OT 


.'ijif ■fmifii.;'" 
.•I ihi‘ 


;.w'7;hirtg. Sh 
well. 


Htc's. 16. 


DENVER (R1 — Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored 12 of his 
36 points in overtime us 
the unbeaten Houston 
Rockets beat the Denver 
Nuggets 110-108 

Thursday to complete a 
perfect four-game road 
trip. 

With 3:38 left in over- 
time. Olajuwon scored 
Houston's next 10 points. 

two 

free ihrow.s to give the 
Rockets a 109-103 lead 
with less than a minute 
remaining. 

“As for expecting 
hakeem to go off like that, 
we have seen it happen so 
many times.” said 
Houston's Rudy 

Tomjanovich. “And it get.s 
to u point where he is 
breathing pretty hard and 
looks like he's tired, but he 
gets into a rhythm, a zone. 
That was just amazing." 

“Hakeem was the key. he 
hud the answer." said 
NuggcLs coach Bcmic 
Bickerstafl'. “We got some 
pretty good shuts and 
played u good game. This 
can h(xisi our confidence. 
Wc just didn't conven 
down the stretch. I am 
proud of the guys and their 
effort, but we have to jvus- 
lain it." 

Denver’s Miirting for- 
ward Antonio McDyess 
and centre Ervin Johnson 
picked up their sixth fouls 
in the final 90 .seconds of 
regulation. 

“They had a lot of guys 
getting in foul trouble, so 
they didn't have many 
guys to guard me." 
Olajuwon .said. ”ln a close 
game, the concentratitm 
level gets higher and I play 
better.” 

Charles Barkley added 
16 points and 15 rebounds 
and Clyde Drcxlcr had 13 
points for Houston, w'hieh 
improved to 5-0 and is one 
of three unbeaten teams. 
Ohijuwun added nine 
rcboiinds. 

Dale Ellis scored .13 
points and pulled down a 
carcer-Iiigii 14 rebounds 
for Denver (1*3), which is 
winicss in three hnn»e 
games this scusim. 

The Nuggets were with- 
out siurling forward 
I^iphoaso Ellis, who will 


undergo urtliroscopic 
surgery on hib ailing left 
knee Friday. He is expect- 
ed to mi.ss three to four 
weeks. 

In San Jose. Patrick 
Ewing .scored 14 of his 
season-high 33 points in 
the fourth quarter, includ- 
ing six over the final 90 
seconds, os the New York 
Knicks rallied for a i05- 
xriewry over the 
Golden State Warriors. 

Lorry Johnson added IS 
points and John Starks had 
a fiery 1 7 to spark New 
York io its fourth straight 
win over the Warriors. 

Joe Smith scored 26 
points and Lairell 
Sprewcll added 18 and 
nine assists for golden 
state, which fell m'O-3 at 
home. 

In Portland. Kenny 
Anderson's awkward 15- 
fool jumper as time 
expired in overtime gave 
the trail Blu/crs a 95-94 
victory over the 
Minne.sniu Timbcrwolvcs. 

Trailing 94-93. 

Anderwm u«:»k the 
inbounds pas> after a time- 
out. dribbled from the 
right wing to the foul line 
under heavy pressure, 
faked and spun in the air 
licfore launching the win- 
ning shni. 

Rusheed VNallacc scored 
25 points before fouling 
t>ul. Andcpion finished 
■wUh 21 and .Ar.ydas 
Sabonis enmributed’ 17 
points and 1 7 rcb«>unds for 
Portland, which has won 
16 .straight against 
Minnc.sota and leads the 
all-time scries 27-2. 

Tom Guglinita had 25 
points and i 1 rebounds for 
Minnesota. 

In Tokyo. \ick 
.Anderson and David 
Vaughn keyed a third- 
quarter run and Penny 
Hard:iway scored 23 
pi>inls as ilic Orlando 


Magic routed the Nev 
Jersey Nets 108-95 befon 
a sellout cn«wd of 38.639 
Gerald Wilkins had ' 

points and Andersoi^’' 
added 14 for Orlando;' 
which defeated Nev;-''T''^ 

Jersey for the fifth conseci'»lJ, ' ' 
utive lime. The Magi^ p 
were withom 

Dennis Scon, who didno-;Air':ThLrs,j,_. 
play due to a strained let 


; ouneesi p 
Vs irii::sd'’'n :it 
A,:r. Helena 
jtfi'ej'.ed eight 
;-ear. She ' 
•ceJ Msniica 
J->‘> ftnai for 
Likhosbcva 
in Satui 
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.:nd Seles bcai 
Friday. Likhov 
Fernandez 6 
■‘■rlv other m 
Olyn 

jrpeared in cn 
• Jt :ke match 
.ts not. 
"Actuallv I 


play due to a strained /el rnday. Lixho^ 
namstring. \ ws^;; M' Fernandez f 

Kendall Gill scored ^l>in J« Fit- .‘.rly other m 
points to lead New Jersey o-I. jnc Olyi 

The opener of the two ? Inni Spirlej. j jrpeared in ci 

game set marked tln'smcnnir pjoij • jt :kc match 

fourth time the NB.A ho: vi-eniind. v not. 

staged regular-seasoii'd'hctn in ".Actuallv I 

games in Japan and tlmr-ii m her nr-r ■..■><< Lhe* w 
first in the Tokyo dome. JJ.nSain'-i Amen- > 

In Phoenix. HeBe:''.i,ikUiilr«;ec! -ne"' v ccnc£ 
Hawkins scored 24 
including a pair of fra::; 
ihrow-s in ihe final 9.9 see u,,. 

..nds- und grabbed i: 

rebounds us the Seatik < ,u . other pa 

Supersonics held off; Mn;e die C 

fourth-quarter run by th hampered 

suns for a 103-98 victory, . "I ^ **' her right wt 

Gary Payton had - m ii/ "I took three 

points and seven assist i , v'tf -Aiih no 

for seaiile (2-2). which Io ' | ^ ‘ Cunadu." Fern 

by as many as 15 -j f like I'm 

late in the fourth quarter. .' ^ ' '■'"uidn'i bcaer bur 1 \l\ 

r>-mnv rri'innlnn f/»J • - m 

'‘•■me more im 


Danny manning to 
Phoenix with 23"poinf 
and 1 1 rebounds. The sun 
i0-4i are off lo their w 
siurt since the 198 
season, when ihcv bee 
n.q. 

In Sacr,imcnio. Mnoki' 


''^’^^''‘'■^ER’S:lNTERA’AT/t 
Tmir&TrmelCo. 


Blaylock hit a three-point -.'4noT.,iir c -r- 

cr with just 74 seconds Icl. i rjivel Comc 

in regulation to cap '"^^‘iMhefnilr- ■ ^ 

fourth-quarter comebacl: IHg job Vac 

as the Atlanta Hawk^'^Utive 
defeated the Kings 9l-8?. ''.n\in(j,^^^ **^tary with an e 

h a nhK ^ '' ritten En 


Christian 
scored 23 




‘•v'.ivw ...• points 5cir-m '■ ti j 

grubbed 12 rebc>unds fu'^ir .Vf..,, ''il'iiLed 

atlanta. Dikemb:.,., .'***3ger with n • 

Miitombo added 20 no'-v ^^otniurr 

22. along with his 1 . 5 'inil r,f , ^eli 

career blt>ckcd shoi in dv'' i, wrirre 


RESULTS 


Orlando 

Houston 

Seattle 

Portiimd 

New Y(»rk 

Atlanta 


carvci uitiuKCU snni m ui' j y wntlC 

firs! quarter. ^c^ressive 

Mitch Richmond nene»'''^!',Q|j,^; c ^ ' 

29 fbr S^cmniemn. ^ J^cellent quali 


I OS New Jersev 

I I n Denver 
10.' Phoenix 

Minnesota 
Uk5 Golden State 
91 Sacramunin 


95(InToky 

108 (Ot) 

98 

94(00 
100 
87 





AmniouD Theufre & CiDcma 


(v TEL: 618274 - 618275 


Nabil & Hisham's Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians; 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


PRESENTS 

the satirical comedy 




Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. ’ 

heatre is closed Friday & Saturday , 1 


At 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Friday & Saturday 
For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 


«on. aioiT" — 
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Spanish SOOcc motorcj'cling rider Alex Cri^iUe (R) seated next to Spanish Carlos Sainz gets ready to drive a 
jFord Rally car during an exhibition race at Montmelo race track. Sainz later took a turn on CrlvUJe’s bike 
looters photo) 
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OAKLAND t,R) — Swiss 
teea Martina Hingis said 
she was disappointed in her 
game on Thursday, but she 
played well enough to 
advance to ±e sen^nals 
of the Bank of the West 
Gassic. 

Third-seeded Hingis beat 
Linda Wild 6-3 6-2 in just 
58 minutes, setting up a 
semiiinal matcbup on Sat- 
urday against either sec- 
ond-seeded American 
Lindsay Davenport or fifth 
seed Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy of the Nether- 
lands. who play on Friday. 

Also advancing Thursday 
.'were . ...Russian , Ehaa 
Likhovtseva. .y^ho uj^t 
fouttb seed Mafy Joe Fer- 
nandez 6-3 . 6-1. and 
Romanian Irina Spirlea. a 
6-2 6-1 winner over Paoia 
Suarez of Argentina. 

Hingis had been in com- 
plete control in her first 
match here, against Ameri- 
can Anne Miller, but looked 
more tentative against the 
hard-hitting W^ld. Shots 
that she normally hits for 
winners went into the 
alleys or beyond the base- 
line. 

'll was such a bad match,” 
said Hingis, ranked seventh 
in the world. “It was not very 
imeresting. It wasn't really 
happening. I was angry and 
disai^ated that I couldn't 
make the shots I wanted.” 


Wild, who upset seventh 
seed Chanda Rubin on Mon- 
day, had very little to say 
other than her opponent “has 
everything. She mixes it up 
pretty well. She's really 
smarL” 

Hingis, 16, who became 
the youngest player to win a 
Wimbledon title, in doubles 
with Helena Sukova, has 
defeated eight top- 10 players 
this year. She could face top 
seed Monica Seles in Sun- 
day’s rinaJ for the fu^t time. 

Likho\'tseva could meet 
Sele.s in Saturday's semifi- 
nal. if she gets past Spirlea 
and Seles beats Kim on 
Friday. Likhovtseva bad lost 
■to Fernandez 6'2,‘6-4 inibeir 
only other meeting, at the 
1996 Olympics. She 
appeared in control through- 
out the match, but said she 
wasnoL 

“Actually I was very ner- 
vous the whole match.” 
Likhovtseva said. “I just 
tried to concentrate on my 
game and not make too many 
mistakes.*' 

Fernandez, who has lost 
three of her past four match- 
es since the Canadian Open, 
was hampered by tendinitis 
in her right wrisL 

“I took three or four weeks 
off with no hitting after 
Canada,” Fernandez said. ‘T 
feel like I'm hitting a little 
, better, but I wish I could take 
some more time off.” 


Martin more interested 
in golf than tennis 

STOCKHOLM (AFP') — Second seed Todd Martin isn't 
leoiDg Che quarcer-fiaai win in the Stockholm Open affect 
his dream of a well-deserved home golfing holiday in 
Florida later this month. 

The American World No. 1 2 improved his record over 
compatriot Richey Reneberg to six wins and three defeats 
with a 6-2, 6-2 quarterfinal victory at the Kungliga as the 
final regular season event of a long ATP tour season enters 
the conclusive stage. 

But Martin is refusing to worry tdx>ut whether he will 
squeeze into the field as an alternate at the eight-man Nov. 
19-24 World Championship in Hannover, Germany, based 
on his performance this week. 

“If 1 don't get to Hannover. I'll be playing golf at home 
with Chris Woodruff (a second-round loser here to holder 
Thomas Enqvist).*' said Martin. “Either way. Til be hitting 
a ball that week. I certainly don't worry about Hannover 
when I'm on court here.” 

Martin next faces one of the crop of young Swedes 
achieving success at the home event. 

; Magnus player in the draw at age 

20 No. 106 on die ATP tour list earned his sec- 

ond serrufmal place of 1996, beating American Vince 
Spadea6-3, 7-6 (9-7). 

In a bizarre incident Spadea twice lost his shoe during a 
point 

The world No. 62 American, coached in a trial run. this 
week by Swede Peter Lundgren, the former mentor of 
Chile's Marcelo Rios, asked for one of the points to be 
repIayecL 

Though the request was denied by the chair umpire, 
Spa^a thought he was within his rights under a little- 
known rule which allows a replay if a player's hat flies off 
at mid-point 


T/e. 1 1 ELLFR’S l\TER^A TIO.\AL 
Tour A Travel Co. 


A Leading Tour & Travel Company in 

Jordan has the following job vacancies : 

1. Executive Secretary with an excellent 
command of spoken & written English. 
Arabic is a plus. Computer skills is a must. 
Presentable & self-motivated 

2. Tour Manager with a minimum e.xperi- 
ence of 5 years in the tourism field, excel- 
lent command of spoken & written English, 
Seif-motivated & aggressive. 

Excellent salaries for excellent qualification^ ■ 
Please send your CVs at fax # 635331 
or call for an appointment at Tel .#63 1 163/4 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 


Q.1 > Both vulnerable, uh South 
you hold: 

*7 9Veid OAK10763 4AK9862 

The bidding hnii proceeded; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH BAST 
10 Pm I* ar 

44 40 4* DM 

? 

What action do you lake? 

Q. 2 • Both vulnerable, as South 
you bdd: 

*86 <?Q7 093 *KQJ76S2 

'nw biddins has proecedod: 

WEST NORTH BAST SOUTH 

30 DM Pm ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.S - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you boil: 

*A»5 ITKJ87 0A1094 *Q6 

nirtner opens the Uddiap with one 
club. What do you respond? 

Q. 4 - BosuWest vulneroUe, as 
South you hold: 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

*AK632 7KQ103 C-S *R98 


I'he bidding; has proceede± 

.SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* 2v Pass Pass 

What acDon do you take? 

Q.5 • As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*AQ765 >78 C<1104S *K84 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* PsM I* Pm 
3* Pm 7 

What do you bid now? ' 

Q.S - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Void C9873 «AKil42 4AQ84 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 3* 4? Pm 

* 

What action do you take? 

Look for onKwers on Monday. 



JOB ofportunitV 


A leading Financial Institution is seeking to recruit quafified 
& ambitious Hnman Resource Manager with the following 
quafitications: - 


* Univeisitydegree preferably in Business Admin . 

* Excellent command of English (speaking & wiling } • 
'* Mnknufn of 5 years experience in the field of Human 


^Jis. 

* Has the knowledge and the abOHy to use PC^ . 

Atte nd ed affva n”*d course s in Human Resource Management , 

Applications along with a Passport 
copy can be submitted to : 

P.O.Box 911 
Amman 11821 
Jordan 



WE’RE LOOKING 
FOR GREAT PEOPLE 



TO jom OUR SUCCESSFUL 
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 

IFYOUARE: 

• HIGHLY MOnVATED • TBAM PLAYER 

• SPEAK ENGUSH • COMPETITIVE 

• MALE OR FEMALE • AMBITIOUS 

• WILLING TO GROW • CAR IS AN ASSET 


We will train you to international standards 


WE CAN OFFER YOU: 

Good Stalling Salary • Good Commissions 
Opportunity For Bonus • Opportunity For Growth 


Apply In Person With CV and Picture 


JORDAN YELLOW PAGES 

Ministry of Industry & Trade St (Near Cinema Concord) 
Tel. 689669 / 693631 


FIFA makes moves 
to avoid more tragedy 


ZURICH (R) — FIFA, world soccer's governing body, 
counted their dead on Thursday and announced steps to 
prevent the further loss of lives at matches. 

Having resolved the tricky issues surrounding co-hosting 
of the 2002 World Cup by Japan and Sou£ Korea on 
Wednesday, FIFA's World Cup oiganizing comminee spent 
Ihe second day of meetings wrestling with stadium securi- 
ty after recent incidents claimed more than 90 lives. 

Until further notice, Guatemala's Flores Mateo Stadium 
where 84 people were killed in a stampede prior to the start 
of a World Cup qualifier against Costa Rica last month, will 
not be used for matches. 

Guatemala's two remaining world cup home games — 
against Costa Rica and Trinidad and Tobago — will be held 
in neighbouring countries. 

A report from the FIFA disciplinary committee confimied 
that all necessary security measures had been taken at the 
match between Zambia and Sudan on June 16 char claimed 
nine lives. 

In on effort to avoid a similar tragedy, the World Cup 
qualifying match between Liberia and Tunisia on Novem- 
ber 10 has been moved to Accra, Ghana because of the 
volatile political situation in Liberia. 

FTFA sJso continued to push for a fence-free 1998 World 
Cup in France. 

ITie decision on having all fences removed from French 


stadiums will hinge on a report from a government study 
group due out next January. 

“All French football is in favour of removing fences for- 
ever," said FIFA General Secretary Sepp Blatter, an out- 
spoken advocate for the abolition of fences in stadiums. 
"But it will take time. 

“It is a French goverment decree that clubs put up fences 
so first the decree must be changed.” 

The 1998 World Cup organising committee also con- 
firmed that the final draw will be staged in the newly reno- 
vated stadium in Marseille on December 4 following a spe- 
cial match. 

The two squads will be made up of one player each from 
countries qualified for the 1998 World Cup, 15 ftom 
Europe and 17 from the the rest of the world. 

But FIFA made no decision about reversing their stand 
that World Cup matches could be staged in the Kosevo Sta- 
dium in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia. 

Bosnia, who beat Italy 2-1 in the stadium in a friendly on 
Wednesday, will still have to play their World Cup match- 
es in a neutral country. 

FIFA spokesman Keith Cooper smd: “The question of 
Bosnia was raised by the committee this morning, but it 
merely noted that Bosnia played its World Cup match in 
Bologna last month and no decision was taken to allow 
Bosnia to play home matches in Sarajevo.” 


Barcelona face Atletico without key players 


BARCELONA (R) — 

Spanish pundits who only a 
few days ago saw 
Barcelona as firm 
favourites to take this 
weekend's top league clash 
are now backing champi- 
ons Adeiico Madrid. 

The reason couldn't be 
more simple — Barcelona 
striker Ronaldo is injured. 

The absence of Ronaldo 
with a leg muscle problem 
has radically changed 
Atledco's plans after a 
week when defender Juan 
Lopez became the centre of 
attention when he was 
given the unenviable job of 
marking the brilliant young 
Brazilian. 

And while Adedco's set- 
piece King Milinko pandc 
looks almost certain to 
play, Barcelona coach 
Bobby Robson is strug- 
gling to put together a side. 

Defender Miguel Angel 
NadaJ is ^pen^, while 
World Cup duty for Portu- 
gal has already deprived 
robson of the only two 
players to hold a candle to 
Ronaldo this season, keep- 


er vitor baia and winger 
luis figo. 

Juan Pizzi will definitely 
take Ronaldo's place, but 
robson is also without 
injured Bulgarian striker 
Hnsto Stoichkov, and 
might have to call upon 
brothers Roger and Oscar 
Garcia, who have haidiy 
played this season. 

^feteran club captain Jose 
Maria Bakero, who is set to 
join Mexico's Veracruz in 
the next few weeks, may 
even be given the opportu- 
nity to round off his career 
at Barcelona in style. 

Robert Prosinecki, who 
had been seen as a possible 
starter in midfield, will 
miss the game because of a 
late call up for Croatia's 
game against Greece. 

Barcelona's problems 
have dramatically 

increased Adedco's chance 
of turning round a poor 
start to the season. 
Radomir Antic's side have 
won their last three games 
and moved up to sixth, but 
are still 10 points behind 
the leaders. 


The change in fortune has 
coincided with the reap- 
pearance of influential 
playmaker Jose Luis 
(2aminero. 

Few Atletico fans will 
forget the role Caminero 
played in three victories 
over Barcelona that sealed 
their side’s fint-ever dou- 
ble last season. 

Atletico completely out- 
classed Barcelona to take 
both league games 3-1. 
while the 1-0 defeat in the 
cup final heralded the end 
of Johan Cruyff s eight 
years at the Camp Nou. 

Coach Radomir Antic 
thinks that his side are now 
playing at the same level as 
last year, but is worried that 
Barcelona's problems may 
force Robson to use exces- 
sively negative tadtics. 

”^at bothers me is how 
to break a a defence of 
eight men in the Camp 
Nou;” said Antic. 


Robson gave short shrift 
to the Serbian ”s comments. 

“What the coach of a 
team that is 10 points 
behind us ought to do is 
shut up.” said Robson. 

One man who definitely 
won't shut up whatever 
happens is Jesus Gil. The 
controversial Atletico 
owner spent much of the 
week telling reporters of 
his affection for Ronaldo, 
and then how iron-man 
defender Juan Lopez would 
provide the 'antidote' to the 
dazzling Brazilian. 

Lopez, who had turned 
up to training on previous 
days with a Rottweiler dog. 
now claims that he would 
have liked to have marked 
the Brazilian. 

But most Atletico fans 
will be breathing sighs of 
relief at tbe. absence. ;;of 
Ronaldo.* ■ 


Jaguar Daimler Car For Sale 

Jaguar Daimler 1990, black, full options, 
customs duties unpaid, in excellent condition, 
personal use. 

Interested, please call 644348, 641607 
from 9:00 ,a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
or Mobile 07923899 after 4:30 p.m. 


GREAT OPPORTUNITY 


For a Female in Sales/Promotion 
Required At An International Company 
Responsible for developing new business, 
growing existing customers and promoting an 
english magazine. 

Great Opportunity For A Foreign Person 

We offer Salary, Commissiorvs and a Bonus upon AchlevemenI 


Please respond ASAP. wHh C.V. to 
Attn.: General Manager 
P.O.Box213016 Amman 11121 Jordan 
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Pursue peace or risk losing 
prosperity, U.S. tells Israel 


WASHINGTON |R> — A 
senior U.S. ofTiciai warned 
iM^el on Thursday that il 
risked losing its current 
prosperity unless it pursued 
the peace process with its 
Arab neighbours. 

Under-Secretan. of 

Commerce Stuart Eizenstai 
also charged that Israel was 
imposing a host of bureau* 
cratic regulations that were 
“choking the economy” of 
Palestinran self-rule territo- 
ries under the guise of pro- 
tecting Israeli security'. 

Mr. Eizenstat told the 
Washington Institute, a 
Middle'Easi think tank, it 
was “important for Israelis 
to understand” that the 
peace prc.>cess had raised 
their standard of living, 
boosting foreign investment 
and keeping unemployment 
1cm’. 

“Israel is in effect open to 
the world, and the world is 
increa-singiy open to Israeli 
products, and it is the peace 
process which has created 
the enabling environment to 
make this possible," he said. 

“This .should never be 
taken for granted. It is a 
very precious flower that 
has to be nurtured, and it is 
important therefore that that 
process continue." 

Mr. Eizenstat. who handl- 
es international trade issues, 
was speaking ahead of the 
third annual Middle East 
and North Africa economic 
summit, opening in Cairo 
on Tuesday, which will aim 
to pursue regional economic 


integration. 

A^er some hesitation. 
Egypt decided to go ahead 
w^ih the summit despite a 
widespread feeling in the 
Arab World that last May’s 
election of right-winger 
Benyamin Netanyahu as 
Israeli prime minister has 
put a brake on the peace 
process. 

Negotiations between 
Israel and Syria have bro- 
ken down, and Israel and 
the Palestinians are still 
arguing over details of a 
long-agreed plan for Israeli 
troops to partially withdraw 
from the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

Mr. Eizenstat said that 
while any country's securi^ 
was paramount. ‘*what is 
important here is to be able 
to separate what is legiti- 
mately a security issue from 
those issues which are in 
fact non-security issues, 
which are the result of pro- 
tectionism. bureaucratic 
delays.” 

He cited several cases of 
difficulties experienced by 
Palestinians and Jordanians 
in doing business in the 
West Bank and Gaza be- 
cause of capricious Israeli 
border controls. 

“There are a whole host of 
restrictions on' the flow of 
goods which need to be 
looked at in ways that sepa- 
rate out the legitimate secu- 
rity concerns from those 
devices which ore sim- 
ply...choking the economy 
of the territories.” he said. 


Noting that the united 
slates was providing Israel 
with SlOO million worth of 
security equipment over the 
ne.xt two years. Mr. 
Eizenstat said Washington 
hoped “that as that is put in 
place, that these delays will 
be mitigated." 

He said the “very signifi- 
com negative effect” on the 
Palestinian economy of the 
closure of borders between 
Israel and the occupied ter- 
ritories had created tensions 
in the peace process. 

While Israeli leaders had 
stated they intended to tack- 
le the problem, “my mes- 
sage would be it's important 
to'deal with it sooner rather 
than later”, he said. 

“There needs to be a sense 
of urgency about this, and a 
sense of immediacy to it. 
and I hope that the Cairo 
summit will provide that 
sense of urgency and imme- 
diacy. There is an enormous 
amount of frustration.” he 
added. 

Mr. Eizenstat said armed 
dashes between Israelis and 
Palestinians in September 
were “unfortunately not a 
surprise to anyone who has 
spent any time in the territo- 
ries and seen the economic 
straits and the lack of a 
peace dividend that is pal- 
pably fell there.'The clash- 
es. in w'hich dozens of peo- 
ple were killed on both 
sides, erupted after Israel 
opened a tourist tunnel adja- 
cent to Mu.slem holy sites in 
Jerusalem. 


Bhutto is working on 
drive to retake power 


ISLAMABAD (Rl — 
Pakistan's ousted Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
prepared Friday to launch a 
two-pronged campaign to 
recapture power, fighting 
her dismissal in court and 
taking her case to the 
streets. 

Ms. Bhutto said she 
expected to file a legal 
challenge next week to 
President Farooq Leghari's 
order toppling her govern- 
ment. 

She promised to tour the 
country' to whip up support 
for her Pakistan People's 
Party iPPP). now that the 
four-day-old caretaker 
government had lifted 
curbs on her movements. 

“I am going to fight 
back.” Ms. Bhutto told 
Reuters television in an 
inter\'iew late Thursday. 

Ms. Bhutto was expected 
to meet advisers Friday to 
discuss the court challenge 
to Mr. Leghari's trenchant 
order, which she called 
illegal and unconstitution- 
al. 

“The lawyers are work- 
ing on it and I hope Uo file 
the challenge) some time 
early ne.xt week." she said. 

Mr. Leghari sacked Ms. 
Bhutto Tuesday w lih a pre- 
dawn prociamaiion that 
accused her goxemmeni of 
rampant corruption and 
failure to stop rampant 
extra-judicial killings. 

It was the fourth time in 
1 1 years that presidents 
ha\e used their authority to 
oust an elected govern- 
ment. 

He then had the govern- 
ment in Pakistan's most 
industrialised province. 
Sindh, sacked and named 
an estranged uncle of 
Bhutto as caretaker chief 
minister. 

M.s. Bhutto look solace 
from the supreme court's 
decision in 1993 to over- 
turn a presidential order 
sacking former Prime 
.Minister Nawaz Sharif, 
leader of the PPP's main 
rival, the Pakistan Muslim 
League. 

Th^at order contained 
accusations which were 
similar to Mr. Leghari’s. 

“I expect die supreme 
court to uphold the deci- 
sion it gave in 1993 and 
restore the assembly.” Ms. 


Bhutto said. 

Ms. Bhutto, who was 
confined* to her official res- 
idence by security forces 
for nearly 36 hours this 
week before being 
released, said she Intended 
to take her fight to the 
streets. 

“PIl of course need to be 
touring the country a lot 
and I'll be doing that." she 
said, cautioning that there 
would be “agitation” if 
elections set for Feb. 3 
were not fair. 

M.s. Bhutto's dismissal 
poisoned already strained 
relations with Mr. Leghari, 
who had twice served in 
her cabinet and been hand- 
picked by the ousted prime 
minister. “Ultimately, he 
(Leghari) took this step 
because he wanted power.” 
Ms. Bhutto said. 

"The former comrades- 
in-arms of the PPP are 
preparing fora fierce battle 
against each other.” the 
daily news said. 

Ms. Bhutto's husband. 
Asif Ali Zordari. remained 
in custody in an official 
rcsthouse near Islamabad. 

Zordari. investment min- 
i.ster in Ms. Bhutto's cabi- 
net. was detained without 
charge Tuesday in Lahore 
and transferred to the rest- 
house. where Ms. Bhutto 
was allowed to visit him in 
the early hours of 
Thursday. Ms. Bhutto said 
she was pleased to see he 
had not been tortured. 

Ms. Bhutto said she 
believed that her detained 
husband would face fabri- 
cated charge.s in connec- 
tion with the killing of her 
estranged brother. 

Murtazo. in September. 

“I think they are holding 
him because they are trying 
to persuade my sister-in- 
law TMurtoza's widow 
Ghinwa) to file a case 
against him.” she declared. 

Ms. Bhutto said Zardari 
was being held by the mili- 
tary's imer-senices intelli- 
gence. but had been placed 
in police custody Thursday 
under an order citing the 
maintenance of peace. 

Zardari is at the centre of 
corruption allegations 
swirling around " Nts. 
Bhutto's fonner govern- 
ment, but she said he had 
done nothing wrong. 


SLA 


expels 
family of 8 


MONA'S CORNER 

Announces the arrival of the second 
shipment for the winter of 96/97 


n 


Mona’s Comer Boliquc Icl: 35362S6 Amman W adi Suqra Buildins 


TYRE Lebanon (AFP) — 
The Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLAi mili- 
tia on Friday expelled a 
Muslim family of eight 
from the occupied border 
zone, police said. 

Amnesty International, 
meanwhile, appealed for 
the relea.se of Dr. George 
Halim Nakd whom the 
SLA is beliex'ed to have 
imprisoned at their Khiam 
jail in Israel's so-called 
“security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

The SL.A e.scorted the 
family of .All Khalil 
Nu.sraUah together w ith his 
wife and six children from 
their home in Hula village 
to a crossing between the 
zone and the rest of South 
Lebanon, police said. 

The Syrian-bucked Shiite 
Muslim .Amal movement 
found temporary lodgings 
for the Nasrallah family in 
a villase outside the bonier 


zone. 

The parent's lold police 
they had been expelled 
because one of their sons 
refused to enrol in the 
SL.A. a force of 3.0(K) men 
which is often accused of 


press-ganging young men. 

Beirut already this week 
protested to an internation- 
al group monitoring a 
ceasefire accord between 
Israel and its main foe in 
South Lebanon, the Iran- 
backed Hizbollah. over the 
expulsion of two other 
families from the zone. 

France has been tasked 
with trying to secure their 
return through diplomatic 
contact.s with Israel. 



REFUGEES: Some 300 Rwandan refugees from the Inera camp are stopped by a rebel soldier as they walk 
through downtown Bukavu on their way home. The refugees, who left their camp 30 kilometres north of 
Bukavu one week ago after heavy fighting, spoke of hunger and sickness and said the rest of the tens of thou- 
sands of refogees from their camp were hiding in the Kahuzi National Park (see inside) 


Jordan is ready to help build economy of 
Palestinians, Abul Ragheb says in Ramallah 


RAMALLAH (J.T./ • — 
Mini.sier of Trade and 
Industry Ali .Abul Ragheb 
on Friday reaffirmed 
Jordan's willingness to help 
the Palestinian.^ and build 
Jordaniun-Palesiinian relu- 


chambers of trade and 
industry' as well a.s a.ssocia- 
lion.s of bu.sinessmcn in 
order to activate bilateral 
acreements.” said the irtinis- 


tions. 

Mr. .Abul Ragheb made 
the comments in a .speech to 
an audience of Jordanian 
and Palestinian business- 
men which wa.s held on the 
sidelines of a Jordanian 
trade fair held in Ramallah. 

“Jordan will be the gale 
for the Pale.stinian economy. 
We .should enhance cooper- 
ation among our private sec- 
tors. particularly among our 


ter. 

He added that the 
Jordanian trade fair fnmil- 
iari.sed the Palestinian busi- 
nessmen with Jordanian 
products. 

Such fairs arc a great 
opportunity for Jordan to 
get close to Palestine in all 
aspects, especially political- 
ly and economically. saiJ 
the mini.ster. 

“Our peoples arc ivvias 
and our relationship must he 
strengthened on all fronis." 


Mr. Abul Ragheb .said. 

President of the Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce 
Haidar Issa Murad told the 
gathering: ‘The Jordanian 
trade fair in the Palestinian 
territories with the partici- 
pation of 106 Jordanian 
companies displaying elec- 
tric appliances, funiture. 
textiles, foodstu^ and con- 
struction materials is aimed 
at expanding commercial 
and economic ties between 
Jordan and Palc.stine.” 

Mr. Murad called for 
exerted cffort.s on the two 
sides to increase joint 
invc.stmem.s in order to pro- 
vide Job opportunities and 


to rccon.stfuct rhe infrastruc- 
ture in the Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

He also culled for remov- 
ing all obstacles obstructing 
trade and urged Jordanian 
businessmen to cooperate 
with their Palestinian coun- 
tcrpart.s. 

He said that Jordan's 
exports to Palestine last year 
totalled S40 million with an 
additional $23 million in 
goods informally brought 
bv visitors from the 
Palestinian territories. 

On Thursday, Mr. .Abul 
Ragheb vksited the Orient 


(Continued on page 7) 


APC, Haifa Chemicals 
study $ 60 m joint project 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Repttrrcr 


AMMAN — The Arab 
Potash Company lAPO 
und an Israeli firm. Haifa 
Chemicals, are discussing a 
S60 million joint venture to 
produce raw materials for 
the Israeli company, one of 
the largest in the Jewish 
state, industry sources said 
Friday. 

“Preliminary talks have 
started but it cannot be said 
that they have reached the 
stage of actual negotia- 
tions." said one .source, 
“However, there seems to 
be enough stn.»nc inleruM 
on both sides that could 
lead to the esentuui rcalisa- 
lion of the project." 

A spokesman for Haifa 
Chemicals, one of the lead- 
ing producers of fertiliser 
potassium nitrate, was quot- 
ed as saying on Thursday 
by Reuters that the join) 
venture would be for the 
setting up of u plant to pro- 
duce raw materials for the 
Israeli firm's plants in Haifa 
on the Mediterranean coast 
and at .Mishor Totem in the 
Naqeeb desert. 

The sources could not 
provide more details of the 
discussions. The APC has 
an exclusive concession to 
extract minerals from the 
Dead Sea. which contain at 
least distinct elements. ]| 
was not immediately known 
which specific elements 
were under discussion 
between Haifa Chemicals 
and the APC. 

The .APC und Israel's 
E)ead Sea Works have 
aireadv launched a S90 mil- 


lion Joint venture in pro- 
duce bromine on the 
Jordanian .side of the Dead 
Sea. Israel j.s providing the 
technical know-how and 
Jordan is offering the infru- 
.stnicuire. raw muteriRls and 
management. It will be the 
third largest producer of 
potash, and the bulk of the 
output of bromine will he 
bought by a U.S. linn. 

His Majesty King 
Hussein and Israeli 
President Ezer Wei/man. 
who paid a i>ne-day vi.sii to 
Jordan on Wednesday, visit- 
ed the plant siie and were 
briefed by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan on plans to develop 
the Jordan Rift Valley. .APC 
Director-General Suleiman 
Howari presented details of 
the joint venturc as well us 
the ongoing produciion 
:tetivities of the AIK'. 

During rhe visit to the 
plant. King Hussein anil 
Presiileiit Weiznian also 
opened a cross-border mad 
to aliciw employees to move 
freely between the .APC ami 
Israel’s Dead Sea Works, 
a'ports in the Isnieii press 
said. 

The opening of the roiid 
came as a sponiuncnous 
decision, said a rcp.irt in the 
Jerusuicni Post. 

“When it was pointed out 
That ulihoueh 10 kjlometa*s 
.separate the sites, the work- 
ers have to drive aliiiosi to 
I. Aqaba I to cross the iH'nter. 
both i King I Hussein and 
(President) Weizman s|ion- 
lancously suggested that (he 
old p.nrol ro.id linking the 
two sites lx* rcopened," the 
Post reported. 


Ensour and Nasser Lawzi 


meet Iraqi vice-president 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Stuff Reporter 


AMMAN — Two members 
of the Council of Minisien; 
have held ralkK with Iraqi 
Vice-Ptesideni Taha 

Moheiddine Marouf, who 
orriveiJ here on Wednesduy 
cn route to Italy, und them 
could he other meetings, 
official sources said Friday, 

Gov'cmmcnt officials 
described Mr. Maroufs 
four-day stay in the 
Kingdom us u private visit, 
hut it was expected that he 
would hold high-level talks 
herc before leaving for 
Rome to attend a Frxxi and 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FA(J) meeting dubbed 
“FikhI .Sutnmit” ihi.s week. 

.Among those who met 
witli Mr. Mumuf over the 
weekend were Depniv Prime 
Minister Abdullah Easour 
and Tnin.sport Mini.ster 
Nasser Liwzi, (Ik* sources 
K'UI the Jordan Times, 

Mr. Marouf and his 
untourage are .staying at the 
Guest Palace in what utls 
seen as an indication that he 
w',*Ls on an official visit to the 
Kingdom. 

The talk.s were seen as a 
folliiw-up to discussions that 
an olfieial Jordiiniun delega- 
tion lepreseuting (Ik* Ports 
Coipnation held with senior 
lr.K(i olTici.'il.s in Baghdad 
last month. During that 
meeting, the Iraqi govcni- 
iiient suiU ii would give pri- 
ority to Aqahu as the main 
port for its imptms under an 
oil-for-food agreement 
leaelied with the United 
Njiiinns. 

Mr. laiw/t was quoted as 


saying after the meeting that 
“we discuKsed way.s of cnop- 
eraiion." He did not elabo- 
rate. 

The uil-for-food agree- 
menu signed in May by the 
Iraqi government and the 
United Nations, is now 
expected to be implemented 
early next year after a delay 
cau^d by Iraqi troop move- 
ments in the north of the 
country in lute .August and 
early September. Those 
movements were reported to 
have caused fear for the .safe- 
ty of U.N. inspectors .sched- 
uled to he posted in north 
Iraq and henee the delay. 

Several private sector dele- 
gatioms have also visited Iraq 
in recent vvecks and have 
repmied positive response to 
their quest for a good share 
of the expected Iraqi busi- 
ness under the oil-for-fixid 
accord. 

Mr. Marouf is the first 
senior Iraqi official to visit 
Jordan alter a strain in 
.Amman-Baghdad ties 
caused by Jordan's decision 
to grant shelter to Hussein 
Kamel and his Nothcr. biMh 
sons-in-law of Iniql 
President Saddam Hussein, 
and their wives in .August 
last year. 

Jordon has reduced the vol- 
ume of a trade protocol 
.signed with Iraq — frem 
around $400 million in 1 W5 
to $220 million in I99ft — 
but is encouraging the pri- 
vate sector li> do hu'^inev., 
with Baghdad. 

Jordan reduced the volume 
of the protocol in agreement 
with the B.'ighd.'id govern- 
ment. 


Jordan refutes rights allegations cited in U.S. State 
Department report, says charges not based on reality 


By Sa'eda Kiiani 

Speem! she Joniitn Twuw 


.AMM.A.N — Jordan has 
refuted accusations of 
increasing human rights 
vinlaticns in the Kingdom 
and said ali security mea- 
sures the government took 
last year were in conformi- 
ty with the law.«i of the land. 

In an unprecedented 
move, the government 
replied in detail to the 
American State 

Department report of 199? 
on human rights vioiufions 
in the country and fully 
explained its piisitiun on 
aimast ail accusations that 


were filed by the Amvriciiii 
embassy in Jordan. 

“Whai wjs suited in the 
first article of the Arabic 
translation of the report is 
ambiguous und vague.” the 
guvemme.ti sjid in its 
report, which was prepared 
by Minister ol Justice 
Ahdtii Karim Dughint. 
“Securil} forces do luit 
conimit any violations — 
such as incarcerations and 
arrcsl.s for long periods 
without trial. Precautionary 
arrest in Jordanian laws js 
not done w ithoul an ofl'iciat 
warrant issued by a judicia- 
ry authority. The govern- 
ment. represented by ihc 


was 

this 


minister i*f lusiice. moni- 
tors the precautionary 
arrest measuics coiitiuii- 
t.'usly and almost on daily 
basis." 

In its repon that 

issued m February 

year, the Stale Department 
said that there had been a 
steady improvement in the 
human rights situation in 
Jordan. But. “problems 
remain.'* Arbitrary arrest: 
misircatmcm of detainees: 
piotongcd detention with- 
out ch;irge; lack of due 
pnvess; har;tssn)cni of 
oppositii>n panics; restric- 
tions on tile Ireeduins of 
press, .'tssemhly. und asso- 


cintinir. ofttciiil discrimin.*!- 
lion against adherents of 
the Baha'i faith: and 

re.sirictinns on women’s 
rights arc all remaining 
problems, according to the 
report. 

".Since the signing of the 
Jordanian-lsracli peace 
treaty in October 1994. 
opiwisiiion compliiints 
alvotii the government's 
human rights record have 
incrca*^d." the report stiid. 
“Discrimination against the 
bedouin, violence aguin.st 
women, and abuse ol chil- 
dren arc problems. Ciii/ens 
d<i not have the right to 
change their form of yov- 


emmcDt. although in recent 
years the King has lakcn 
stc[>s lo increase participa- 
tion in the political system, 
such us legalising political 
parties. Nationwide munic- 
ipal elections held in July 
were largely free and fair 
despite opposition accusa- 
tions of government mis- 
conducL*' 

But the government 
viewed these allegations a& 
“generalisations." In its 
report filed last March but 
which was made avatlablc 
to the press only this week, 
the gnvemmem said that 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Hepburn say 

farewell to N.Y. 


** ’ 
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OLD SA'i'BROOK. Coo- 
necticui f.AP) — Katharine 
HcpUim has said goodbye to 
New York City — she's 
found her golden pond in 
Connecticut "She'll newj 
go bock to New York. She 
has u good setup at her fami- 
ly' home here." her brother- 
in-law; Ellsworth Giant, .said 
Wednesday. The 89-year-old 
acmess. the winner of four 
Academy Awards during a 
60-year career, recently pin 
her New York apartmeni up 
for rent and she has been 
enjoying looking out at the 
water at her coastal 
Connecticut retreat. She has 
no life-threatening diseases 
but “has the disease of old 
age.” Grunt said. “She walks 
a liale. talks a little. Her 
memory i.s pretty much 
gone.” he said. “She could 
live fike she is for five years 
or more or she could the 
tomorrow." MLss Hepburn 
starred in “The African 
CJuecn.” ‘"On Golden Pond” 
und numerous other films. 
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The Lion King’ 
goes Broadway 


• ^ 0.-nnTi_huL 

" RiiJin 


NEW YORK lAP) — Fans 
of *'The Lion King" can 
soon find their favxxite 
Disney-animated film on 
sage and not just on a video 
store shelf. A stage adapden 
of "The Lion King" will 
open on Broadway next loll 
with director Julie Taymor. 
known for her inventivo. 
puppet-flUed exuavaganzus 
like "Juan Darien” and ‘The 
Green Bird.” "It will be a 
very visual show." Ms. 
Taymor said Wednesday. “I 
am inventing things for this 
show that I've never done be- 
fore.'' An opening date has 
not been set — casting was 
under vv'uy. The show, which 
features over 50 performers, 
will play for eiglil weeks in 
Minneapolis next July be'- 
fore coming to New York 
The Broadway .scots vtill 
take the five songs Iroai (be 
film und add new material 
written by Elton John and 
Tim Rice, and selections 
from the recording “Rhythm 
Of The Pride Lands.” which 
the movie inspired. 
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Low-grade 
bureaucrats die 
younger — study 


LONDON (R) Civil ser- 
vants who never make the 
grade and do not get perks 
such as COTS arc more lUccly 
to die si>vn after retirement 
than ilicir bosses. British 
researcher, reported. The 
finding.', add to a growing 
body of evidence linking 
.socio-economic status with 
he;ilih. Michael Marmot and 
.Martin .Shipley at Univwsity 
College London's Medical 
School studied more than 
18.000 men who worked in 
the British civil service. Thev' 
found those in lower grade.'^ 
died soiner afier retirement 
than those who readied high- 
er rank. •‘Overall. 30 per cent 
of men in the administrative 
grade died during the 25- 
yeur followup compared 
w ith 69 per cent of men In 
the lowest grade." the two 
wmie In the British medico! 
journal. “Lick of ownership 
of a car was assodalcd with a 
57 per cent higher morulity 
before retirement and 34 per 
cent higher mortality alter 
relircmcni.” 


ii\FPi - ^ 

■i ai the 
111 B*inn h.L* .lAcv! 
WiiThin'L-eH'i:i;:!'i'. 
: in Oeniianj. j 
1 Fm.-ct Mini.;-, 
sa Slid SiiiurJ.o He 
the 

rjnl.. ideniib t 
) w htf !vquk.‘.i 8iii 
''anan ublonj Bilo 
‘'Jkaudi} ihji he i. j 
• ai the 

itiii icirs lepn-u^. 
■-'iw mj(t 

Jhniii ihe 

!i siiJthed,p|.'- 

\|. ,J... 

' heu\-v debts 
■:i'-»lumhad in ibe 
'¥nn. 


■''feizman’s 

'‘Sinister* 


>u.ha 

, pc..- 

should 

and 

ineufu,- , 




- Ik: 


•cclins' 


ot 




rni.jnty., 

l.‘ 1?"* 15 

'""“'ll- 
“sift hi. 




^Nied 


■H,.. 




Jordan 




’fivijj. 


Kinu 


Man eaten by lions 
after drinking bout 




■'■fill 


sesEU 


MIDDELBI:RG. South 
Africa (.AFP) — A 35-yc;tr- 
old man was devoured by 
lions ou a gome farm near 
here when he wandered intn 
the bash after a bout of drink- 
ing with his friends, ptilice 


•'AP, 


Turkish 


"'EUn 


mg wiift his friends, police 
said Friday. 0phas Siwcia ^ 




was visitinc friends on .i iviti, 7‘.'- 

game farm near Soud* 

Africa’s fanK*d Kruger PjA ;‘r\ 


• thk cT* 

Simday night when he wa< t(j 

■hg 


killed and eaten by a (side of 
five lions, a 
spokesman told the SAPA 


•■'n 


had 


told 


news ouenev. The lions were j 

I > I r 




later tracked down and vhrt- ' tu. ^ 




bv 


^d fragments of Siwcla'> ^ 


clothing and human bone 
')'Crc fcRind in their digeJ^ve 
trocLs. 
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